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Tipik olarak boy kisahgi ile kendini gosteren ciicelik, genetik kokenli olabildigi gibi hipofiz ve tiroit hormon-
larinin yetersizligi durumunda da ortaya cikabilir. Cliceligin diger nedenleri arasinda bobrekistl bezinin asiri
calismasi, ergenlige erken yasta girilmesi, kalp, akciger, bobrek, karaciger gibi i¢ organ hastaliklari ya da bes-
lenme yetersizligine bagh olan nedenler sayilabilir. Nedenler ne olursa olsun fizyolojik acidan boy kisaligi hep-
sinde ortak noktadir ancak goriilen bazi farkliliklar, cliceligin nedeninin tespit edilebilmesini saglamaktadir.
Ciicelik tipleri icerisinde en yaygin olani akondroplazi olarak bilinen genetik kokenli olan cliceliktir.

Ele gecen antropolojik kanitlara gére, en eski ciice iskeleti Eski Misir’da bulunmustur (MO 4500) Anadolu’da
ise Roma Dénemi’ne ait bir clice iskeleti tespit edilmistir. Cliceligin erken zamanlardan bu yana yaygin ola-
rak betimlenen fiziksel bozukluklardan biri oldugu ele gecen arkeolojik buluntular isiginda ortaya konmustur.
Farkli toplum ve uygarhklarin clicelik ile ilgili sanatsal aktarimlari birbirinden farklh nitelikler tasimaktadir. Eski
Misir, Yunan, Roma, Maya, Cin ve Hint uygarlklari gibi pek ¢ok uygarlik, sanatlarinda, ciicelik ile ilgili bircok
heykel, resim, mozaik, seramik, edebiyat gibi pek cok farkli alanda eserler birakmislardir. Ciicelige atfedilen
durum, toplumdan topluma farkhlik géstermektedir. Bazi toplumlar cliceligi normal bir olgu olarak kabul eder-
ken, diger bazi toplumlar ise insan Ustii iliskilendirmeler yapmiglardir. Eski Misir’da clicelik tanri Bes ile iliski-
lendirilirken, antik Yunan’da Dionyssos adina dizenlenen senliklerin bir parcasi durumundadir. Maya inancina
gore clicelerle, diinya ve yeralti diinyasi arasinda iliski bulunmaktadir. Kiip bigciminde olduklarina inandiklari
diinyanin alt kismini Olilerle paylasan cliceler, glinesin gece boyunca gecisine yardim etmektedirler. Bu 6zel-
liklerinden dolayi “Dinyanin Efendileri” olarak da adlandirilabilmekte ve bu kiltiirde ellerini gbkytziine kal-
dirmis clce figiirleri gérilebilmektedir. Bircok eski kiltirde clicelerin ginliik yasam icindeki gésterimleri de
dikkat gekici nitelikler tasimaktadir.

Bu baglamda ¢alismamizin konusunu eski ¢ag uygarliklarinin ciicelik ile ilgili gbsterimleri ve bu toplumlarin
clicelige bakis agisi olusturmaktadir.
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DWARFISM IN ANCIENT ART

Typically observed with short stature, dwarfism can be of genetic origin as well as originated from the insuf-
ficiency of pituitary and thyroid hormones. Other causes of dwarfism are listed as overworking of adrenal
gland, early maturation, diseases of the heart, lungs, kidneys or other internal organ diseases such as the liver
disease and causes related with malnutrition. Whatever the reasons are, physiologically short stature is the
common result but occurrence of differences among them provides determination of the cause of dwarfism.
Most common form among types of dwarfism is of genetic origin and known as acondroplasy.

According to anthropological records, earliest dwarf skeleton is found in Ancient Egypt (4500 B.C.). In Ana-
tolia a dwarf skeleton from Roman Period was found. Dwarfism is one of the most commonly represented
physical malformation and this fact has been proven by the archeological findings. Artistic representations
of dwarfism of different populations and civilizations possess different properties. Ancient Egypt, Greek, Ro-
man, Mayan, Chinese and Indian civilizations produced various representations in sculpture, painting, mosaic
and literature on dwarfism. Attributes to dwarfism show variations from society to society. Some societies
accept dwarfism as a normal condition, whereas some others make supernatural attributes to dwarfism. In
ancient Egypt, dwarfism is related with god Bes and is a part of festivals held for Dionyssos in ancient Greece.
According to Mayan beliefs, there is an interrelation between dwarfs, world and underworld. They believe
that world is cubic and dwarfs share the bottom of this cube with dead people and also help the sun to pass
through the night. Because of such properties they can be called as “Masters of the World” and dwarf figures
can be seen as holding their hands to sky in this culture. In many of the ancient cultures daily life presentati-
ons of dwarfs have interesting features.

In this context, our study includes representations of dwarfism in ancient civilizations and aspect of those
civilizations on dwarfism.
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