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ABSTRACT
Prof. Dr. Hans Ganslmayer came Turkey in 1926 and worked as an expert for 2 years at Military Veteri-

rinderpest narian Bacteriology and Serology Institute in Ankara. He sent a mail to President Mustafa Kemal, after
his duty ended and returned back his country. He reported his views on Military and Civil Veterinary
el TRSRactes Medicine in Turkey in his letter. In addition, he presented his views on fighting against cattle plague that

created great distress at that time in Turkey. He also gave information about properties, production of
vaccines, and supplementation from abroad in this fight. Prof. Ganslmayer also reported the current
situation of the Military and Civil Veterinary Organizations with their pluses and minuses and he added
the legislation on veterinary medicine is inadequate and should be changed. Ganslmayer was one of the
foreign scientists came to Young Republic after 1923. Recommendations in his letter matched up with
the succeeded veterinary services in the first 15 years of the Republic.
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Prof. Ganslmayer’den Atatiirk’e Tiirk Veteriner Hekimligi Tegkilat1 ve sigir vebasi
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(svgenc@mehmetakif.edu.tr) o7z
Prof. Dr. Hans Ganslmayer 1926 yilinda Tirkiye’ye gelmis ve iki yil Ankara’da Askeri Veteriner Bak-
teriyoloji ve Seroloji Enstitistiinde uzman olarak ¢aligmustir. Gérevinin sonunda tlkesine dondikten
sonra Cumhurbagskani Mustafa Kemal’e bir mektup géndermistir. Mektupta Tiirkiye’de Askeri ve Sivil
Veteriner Hekimlik Teskilatt hakkinda goériislerini bildirmistir. Ek olarak Tirkiye’de o dénemde buyiik
* This study is the expanded revised version, sikintilar yaratan sigir vebast hastaligs ile miicadele konusunda goriislerini aktarmistir. Bu miicadelede
which was prepared for publication, of the poster kullanilacak astlarin 6zellikleri, Giretimi ve yurt disindan temini hakkinda bilgi vermistir. Prof. Ganslma-
presented with the same name in the 16th Annual yer o donemde Askeri ve Sivil Veteriner Hekimligi Teskilatlarinin durumlarini eksi ve artilartyla aktarir-
Conference and Methodology Seminar “From . . o L. N . e . .. .o

the campaign against rinderpest to consumer K€D, vetetiner hekimligi mevzuatinin yetersizligi ve degistirilmesi gerektigini de sGylemistir. Ganslmayer

protection: The Development of the Public 1923’ten sonra Gen¢ Cumbhuriyete gelen ilk yabanct bilim insanlarindan biridir. Mektubundaki 6neriler

Vererinary Services™ carried outin Germany=Berlin o,y riyetin ilk 15 yilinda yapilan basari ile sonuglanan veteriner hekimligi hizmetleri ile 6rtiismektedir.
on 11-12 November 2011. ;
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INTRODUCTION and Middle European countries, so the disease spread from
Turkey to Bulgaria and Romania in 1913, but defeated rapidly.
“The Office International Epizooties” and “Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations” had been established to

protect the world from catastrophic destruction and epidemics

The outbreak of cattle plague, one of the greatest
catastrophes of pre-industrial society, has caused great
devastation in agricultural production as well as loss of animal
products in history (1). There are descriptive information’s

about cattle plague from ancient Indian inscriptions (2000
BC) to Kahun Papyrus in Ancient Egypt (1900 BC). Vergilius
described the disasters caused by disease in his study Georgica
(2, 3, 4). At the first ages, disease has spread from the east of
China to Aral and Hazar regions and then to Europe by the
Hun attacks. In the next centuries, Asia oriented epidemics
continued spreading (5, 6). Cattle plague epidemics in Europe
in the 18" century has effected the beginning of scientific
veterinary medicine education and primary impulsive factor on
meeting of the first international veterinary medicine congress
in 1863 (7, 8, 9). The disease had appeared in several regions
of Europe in the 19 century and the last biggest epidemic had
seen during France—Prussian War (1870-1871) (10, 11, 12).
Later then, the disease was seen only in the Eastern Europe
and Asia due to preventive actions taken by the Western
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caused by continuing epidemics in Asia (6, 13).

Rinderpest had become one of the factors opened the way
for scientific enlightenment. The “Spontancons Generation”,
the theory of disease once upon a time, was destroyed. It
also destroyed the monopoly of the church and the clergy
on the treatment of animal diseases and led the replacement
of Hippocratic—Galenic treatments to modern scientific
treatments (6, 11).

Rinderpest had been causing 200 million cattle to die till the
20" century with high morbidity and mortality rates. In the 18"
and 19" centuries, vaccination studies similar to smallpox have
been carried out but couldn’t succeed (14, 11). Finally, in 1893,
a Russian Veterinarian Eugen Semmer took a crucial step in
fighting against this disease by finding the healing properties
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The report of Prof. Ganslmayer...

of the immunized sera of surviving cattle, and another vital
step was made by Robert Koch with developing it (2, 9, 15).

Eventually, the virus was discovered in 1902 by Adil Mustafa
Sehzadebasi and Maurice Nicolle at ““I'be Imperial Bacteriological
Laboratory” in Istanbul. Adil Bey and Nicolle defined the
organism as a virus that can pass through the filters (16). This
laboratory was established in 1901 and produced serum against
cattle plague, but this was not enough for the large geography
of Ottoman Empire. In 1914, an Institute was opened in Pen-
dik, Istanbul (2, 17).

There is no significant information about cattle plague cases
except the records of Ali in the Ottoman Empire archives up
to the 19" century. After Proclamation of Tanzimat (Ottoman
Reform—1839), epidemic news started breaking out with
certain intervals. Major animal losses were seen in eastern
provinces during the Ottoman-Russian War (1877-1878).
Some authors described it as “disaster coming with immigrants” (6,
18). European scientists of that period declared that Anatolia
was source of cattle plague and the disease could easily be
spread to Thrace. During the next years, the disease continued
to be seen in Turkey; and caused big damage during the World
War I (WWI) and Turkish War of Independence (6).

After Turkish War of Independence, Republic was
proclaimed under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal and the
new system was established on secular and scientific bases
and this conception was applied on all fields. As a reflection,
national studies on veterinary medicine field were supported
with international cooperation. In this period, the young
Republic’s most important agenda item was fighting against
rinderpest. These efforts have always been a source of pride
for the veterinary medicine, in the history of Turkish veterinary
medicine field (19).

There has no such letter found recently presented directly
to President Atatiirk by a veterinarian other than Ganslmayer’s
Letter in Turkish Veterinary History studies. Aims of this
article are to make a contribute to the history of veterinary
medicine in particular and to the history of science in general,
and as a step towards the studies to be carried out in this
subject.

MATERIALS and METHODS

Prof. Dr. Hans Ganslmayer (Picture 1) from Vienna,
who came to Turkey within the framework of international
cooperation, worked in Ankara in “Askeri Veteriner Bakteri-
yoloji ve Seroloji Enstitlisi” (Picture 2) (Military Institute of
Veterinary Bacteriology and Serology) (20). After completing
his duty, Ganslmayer presented a report/letter to President
Mustafa Kemal Atatiitk about construction of Turkish
Military and Civilian Veterinary Medicine and struggle against
rinderpest (Picture 3-4-5-6)'. The subject letter of the work
was reached from the State Archives of the Prime Ministry
of the Republic of Turkey. Ganslmayer’s youth photo and
short biographical information were obtained with the help of
Prof. Dr. Johann Schaffer from Dr. Christa Mache. It was sent
from the Vienna Veterinary Faculty Archives. The information
in the letter was evaluated with retrospective approach and
with the light of information published before in the field of
'BCA: 030.10./186.282.16

veterinary medicine history.

Picture 1 Prof. Dr. Hans Ganslmayer, While he was a student at the
Vienna (Veterinary faculty Vienna University of Veterinary Medicine
Library Archive Johann Ganslmayer Bildkatalig Nr.I.).

RESULTS

Prof. Dr. Hans Ganslmayer” worked as an expert vetetinarian
between 21.01.1926-01.11.1928 in Ankara and as a Manager
and Scientist at the Military Veterinary Bacteriology and
Serology Institute. Ganslmayer gave his opinion to President
Gazi Mustafa Kemal himself about the Turkish Military and
Civilian Veterinary Medicine Organization and the thoughts
of these Organizations about fighting against cattle plague at
the end of his duty.’

Military Veterinary Organization:

According to Hans Ganslmayer; management structure
of veterinary medicine in Turkish Army was in European
standards except rinderpest struggle. The vaccines produced
in Turkey were insufficient. The production of sufficient
quantities of serum was taking much time. This difficulty was
well known during the war by the leaders of the army. Army
was not prepared enough against cattle plague in emergency
states. Necessary prediction was missing on veterinary
medicine applications in the Army and this caused failure in
the concrete situations. The service was sufficient in normal
situations.*

Prof. Ganslmayer explained these conceptions in a meeting
where Veterinary Medicine Ahmet Pasha® also attended. He

*Ganslmayer was born in 1885. In 1903 he entered the Vienna Veterinary
College and graduated in 1908 (Vienna University of Veterinary Medicine
Library Archive Matrikel Nr: 275).

*BCA: 030.10./186.282.16

‘BCA: 030.10./186.282.16

Veterinary Physician Brigadier General Ahmet Vefik Yazgan was the Head
of Veterinary Department of the Ministry of National Defense between
03.06.1923 — 04.08.1932 (21).
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Picture 2 Prof. Ganslmayer with Military Institute of Veterinary Bacteriology and Serology staff (2)

also reported that the liquid vaccine produced against cattle
plague (serum against cattle plague) was not useful and was
rapidly degrading. He also stated that the powder serum was
not affected from cold and warm and would provide immunity
for ten years, but liquid serum didn’t have these advantages. He
said the measures taken against cattle plague could reach wide
audiences if they could produce huge amounts of dry serum.
He said that if the dry serum was produced in large quantities
and distributed individually to the soldiers, the epidemic
would be prevented reliably. Prof. Ganslmayer’s opinions
were welcomed positively and accepted appropriate as for the
purpose of struggle, but nothing else had been done. At the
same period, he also presented his opinions to the Ministry of
Economics. The Ministry realized the practical importance of
the situation, taken action and started dry serum production.®

The work that the professor had started was very important;
he thought that it would especially be very useful for the army.
That’s why after the first production, he asked the President
for a million doses of rinderpest vaccine to be produced and
he wanted the production of vaccine to be done for the public
after meeting the army’s need.’”

Civilian Veterinary Organization:

According to Prof. Ganslmayer, Civilian Veterinary
Organizations work field was wider and its situation was
harder than Military Veterinary Organization. While Turkish
Economy was stabile before the revolution of 1923, economy
policy of the modern Republic Government was developing
rapidly. The economic policy established by the Ismet Pasha
Government was successful and would be an example to
Europe. In economic life, the Civil Veterinary Service had
important duties. These were to keep animal husbandry at the
highest level and to provide livestock income constantly so

SBCA: 030.10./186.282.16
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that consumers could supply food to country from their own
products. According to Ganslmayer, the civilian veterinary
medicine structure of Turkey was not ready because they
couldn’t catch up with the modern developments. Although
the administrative crew was well developed, the qualifications
of the veterinary medicines in the lower levels were insufficient.
Also there was no hope about veterinary medicine education
in near future at his time.®

For Ganslmayer, the motivation which was necessary for
the management of modern Veterinary Organization was
missing. Veterinarians should have resisted all occasions and
state must have supplied all facilities for eradication even by
force. Authorities must have investigated the economically
basis of problems about animal diseases (e.g. cattle plague) and
livestock farmers in a modern veterinary medicine organization.
Primarily, the positions of lower ranked officers must be
exchanged with veterinarians in order to apply current laws
effectively. According to the professor, this was not enough and
cattle herds must be vaccinated each spring to prevent losses.
For the first stage, the state should have covered vaccination
expenses for accustoming people to vaccination. There was
need for veterinarians and a comprehensive organization to
vaccinate all the animals.’

Hans Ganslmayer suggested cooperation with international
organizations for struggling with disease and referred
International Serum-Union in Wien. This organization
carried out serum and vaccination services in many countries
successfully. He determined that cooperating with this
organization while struggling the disease would give back
its results in a few years, so in short time Turkish veterinary
services would be able to continue the procedure on their
own.'

SBCA: 030.10./186.282.16
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Prof. Dr. Hans Ganslmayer
Privatvetesdintibokieriologe und Guesbesitzer, ]
gew Velennarspeziohst ba der murkischen
Regierung In Angora

Pt

Botrifft

Boricht Ubor das turkisehe
Veterinirwesen.

Herrn

Mustapha Gazhi Kemal Pasecha
Pragident der tdrkischen Republik

Der Gefertigte war in der Zeitvom 21. 1. 19268bis 1. 11.1928
als veterinarspezialist bei der tirkischen Regierung in Angora
tatig und swar als wissenschaftlicher Lejter und Professor am
militérveterinidrbakteriologischen und serclogischen Institute
in Etlik bei Angora.

Er erlaubt sich im Folgenden iiber seine Wahrnehmungen auf
dem Gebiete des Veterinarwesens zu berichten:

Sein Urteil uber das turkische Militdrveterinirwesen
lasst sich folgend zusammenfassen: Das Militarveterimarwesen
der tGrkischen Armee steht im allgemeinen durchwegs auf euro-
piischer Héhe; npur in einem Punkte ist es nicht auf der
winschenswerten Héne, das ist in der Frage der Rinderpest-
bekampfung. Es ist eine Tatsache, die niemand wegleugnen kann,
dass im Mobilisierungsfalle die Armee einem Ausbruch der Rinder-

pest gegenilber nicht geristet gegeniberstenht.

Was derzeit in der Tirkei an Rinderpestimpfstoffe erzeust
wird, ist im vergleiche zum Bedarfe sehr gerims und die Her-
stellung neuen Serums so zeitraubend, dass Wochen bis Monate
vergehen, bis die erforderliche Impfstoffmenge zur Verfégung
steht. Was aber dies im Mobilisierungsfalle bedeutet, weiss am
besten der au beurteilen, der die Armee zu fiihren berufen ist.

Hier fenlt demMilitarveterindrwesen die nétige Voraus-
sicht und im konkreten Falle wird es versagen, cbwohl es sonst
sehr gut entwickelt ist.

Die Ansicht des Gefertigten in diesem Gegenstande wurde
ineiner Versammlung won Veteriniroffizieren, bei der auch der
Chef des milit. vet. Dienstes Herr Ahmed Pascha anwesend war,
vorgetragen; erwies daraufhin, dass die Verwendung von flissigen
Rinderpestimpfstoffen(sogenanntes Rinderpestserum)unpraktisch
ist, da diese Impfstoffe dem raschen Verderben verfallen; einzig
allein zwockmassig ist die Verwendung von Trockemserum (pul-
verisiertes Serum), weil dieses weder durch Kalte noch durch
Hitze angegriffen werden kann und weil es 10 Jabre die gleiche
Wirksamkeit zsiEt, wahrend das flissige Serum nach einem Jahre
nient mehr verwendbar ist. Es kann also durch Zubereitung von
grossen Mengen Trockenserum im woitaus grosserem Mass-
stabe Vorbereitung getroffen werden gegen die Rinderpest als
es bisher méglich war. Jaman kann durch Erosse Mengen Trocken-
serums, die bei deneinzelnen Truppen zweckentsprechend verteilt
sind, den Ausbruch der Rinderpest verlasslich verhindern.

Diese Ansicht fand beifallige Aufnahme und warde als
zweckentsprechend anerkannt, dardber hinaus wurde indessen
nichts mehr gemacht.

So stand die Lage im Februar 1928, wo ich nach Absolvie-
Tung meiner zweijairigen Dienstzeit Angora verliess.

Er begab sich damals nooh in das Volkswirtschafts-
ministerium. wo er die gleiche Frage den massgebenden Faktoren

vorlegte. Dieses Ministerium erkannte ebenfalls die grosse
praktische Bedeutung dieser Sache und griff sie auch sefort auf.
Soweit in Erfahrung zu bringen war, hat das Volkswirtschafts-
ministerium die Fabrikation des Trockenserums bersits praktisch
in Angriff genommen.

Nach den bisherigen Leistungen der staatlichen Serum-
fabrikation ist leider su befirchten, dass die Froduktion eine
zu geringe wird; auch ist zu'befurchiem, dass fur militarische
Zwecke nichts Gbrig bleibt.

Es liegt nun dem Gefertigten sehr viel daran, dass die
Sache, die er initiiert hat. nun auch tatsichlich der Armee
zugute :kommt, was er fur ausserordemtlich wichtig halt. Er
erlaubt sich
zu wollen, dass diese Rinderpest-Trockensérumfabrikation im
grossten Stile zur Durchf@nrung gelangt und dass eine Million
Dosen Trocksmasrum der Armee acfort nach der ersten
Fabrikation sur Verfigung gestellt werden. Brst wenn dieser
Armeebedarf gedeckt ist, moge die weitere Fabrikation fur
zivile Zwecks freigegeben werden.

In demMomente, wo die Armee diesks Trockenserumin obiger
Menge erhalt, ist sie im Mobilisierungsfalle gegen die Rinder-
pest geschitzt; da dieses Serum 10 Jahre wirksam bleibt, seo
bedeutet dies einen Schutz fur die Dauer von 10 Jahrem.

daner Herrn Prasidenten zu bittem, verfugen

WpiesaiZ] o

Picture 3 Ganslmayer’s Letter Page 1.

Picture 4 Ganslmayer’s Letter Page 2.

genannt wird, steht vor weitaus grésseren Aufgaben als das
VeterinirwesendesMilitars; es ist seine Lage daner avchweitaus
schwieriger. Wahrend das Militérveterinarwesen im Sinne seiner
Traditionen weiterarbeiten kann, muss sich das Zivilveterindr-
wesen mit Rucksicht auf die Unwalzungen in der modernen Tirkei
vollkommen meu orientieren. In der alten Tirkei war die Volks-
wirtschaft charakterisiert durch Leblosigkeit und Unbeweglich-
keit. In der modernem Tirkei macht die Volkswirischaft eine
bedeutende sich stetig steigernde Entwicklung mit, sie ist
charakterisiertdurch pulsierendes Leben und Lebhafte Beweglich-
keit. Es war ein glicklicher Gedanke im letzten, das heisst
im jetzigen Kabinetts Ismet Pascha, das Volkswirtschafts-
ministerium geschaffen zu haben, eine iusserst zweckmissige
Binfuhrung, die vorbildlich fur Buropa wirken wird. Im Rabmen
des volkswirtschaftlichen Lebens kommt der Veterinarpolizei die
Aufgabe zu, durch restlese Tilgung der Tierseushen das Ein-
kommen der Landwirtschaft aus dem Titel der Tierzucht su einem
standigen zu machen, damit die Tierproduktion auf der Hshe zu
erhalten und damit auch far die Approvisionierung des Landes,
als Konsumenten, aus eigenen Produkten Sorge zu tragen.

Wenn wir uns die Frage vorlegen, ob das tirkische Zivil-
veterindrwesen dieser Aufgabe gewachsen ist, dann muss man
antwerten: nein. Warumist diesso? Weilsichdas Zivilveterinar-
wesen den Anforderungen der modernen Entwicklung nicht anpassen
kann. So gut auch die cberen Veterindrbehdrden entwickelt sein
msgen, die Unterbehsrden sind als die wichtigsten fur die Aus-
ubung der Veterinarpolizei zu schwach besetzt und es entsteht,
wie die Frequenz der veteriniren Hochschulem zeigt, keine Aus-
sicht, das unbedingt ndtige Veterindrpersomal in absehbarer
Zeit voll zu erhalten. Es fehli offenbar hier der Geist, der in
einer modernen Veterinarverwaltung vorhanden sein muss, da ist
das Streben, die Tilgung der Tierseuchen unter allen Umstanden
mit eventueller Aufwendung von Gewalt, die auch direkt mit
Riicksichtslosigkeit verbunden sein muss, durchzusetzen und sich
zu diesem Zwecke vom Staate alle erforderlichen Mittel zu ver-
schaffen. Einemoderne Vetarindrverwaltung muss den massgebenden
Kreisen klar machen kénnen, dass bei Fortdauer von Tierseuchen
wie Rinderpest u.s.w. der tierzuchttreibende Bauer und dieser
ist in der Majoritat, wirtschaftlich Zugrunde gehen muss; dieser
Bauer wird bei der nichsten Gelegenheit seine bauerliche Tatig-
keit verlassen und sein Einkommen in der Industrie (Fabriken),
aie in der medernen Tirkei den Tirken ja so grosse sichere
Verdienstmoglichkeit schon bietet und in den ndchsten Jahren

blatid]

noch mehr bicten wird, suchen und auch finden. Die Folgen einer
solchen Landflucht bedeuten aber den Ruinder Landwirtschaft in
weiten Strichen des Landes und gefihrden die Approvisionierung
der stetig anwachsenden Konsumzentren in eminenter Weise. Es
missten also bedeutend grossere Mittel der Veterinarverwaltung
sur Verfigung gestellt werden. Zunachst missen die untersten
politischen Behorden mit Veterinaren besetzt werden, damit die
Gesetze mit allem Nachdruck zur Durchfihrung gelangen.

Der Gefertigte ist der Meinung, dass auch dies nicht
genigt, es istnotwendig, zur Vermeidung von Tierverlusten all-
jéhrlich imFrohjehr Kessenschutzimpfungen, zundchst auf Staats-
kosten, um die Leute darvan zu gewshnen, durchzufuhren; dasu
benttigtman Massen von Impfstoffenundviele Impftier-
drate und eine umfassende Organisation. Hier wire zu
empfehlen, oine eurcpdische Gosellschaft, wie es etwa die inter-
nationale Serum-Union in Wien, IX. Zimmermanngasse &, ist, die
solche Aufgaben in vielen Landern schon mit den gréssten Br-
folgen durchgefihrt hat, mit der gesamten Organisation des
Serum- und Impfdienstes zu betrauen; die Arbeit dieser Gesell-
schaft unter Kentrolle der Veterinkrverwaltung, wirde in wenigen
Jahren susserordentlich Erspriessliches leisten und dabei den
tirkischen Veteriniren Gelegenheit gedoten, sich im dieser
grosszigigen Organisation, die der Volkswirtschaft Millionen-
werte erhalt, su orientieren und zu lernen und in einigen Jahren
dann selbsténdig weitersufunren.

Daher erlaubt sich der Gefertigte, Herrn Prasidenten den
Vorschlag zu machen, von der obén genannten Gesellschaft, die
aus vielen hervorragenden Spesialisten susammengesetst ist, ein
Gutachten zuersuchen, wie manamraschesten und verlasslichsten
die Rinderpest und auch die anderen Seuchen in der Tarkei tilgen
konnte; es besteht gar kein Zweifel, dass nach der Durchfuhrung
eines derartigen Bekampfungsplanes auch die zivilen veteriniren
Verhilinisse in ein bis swei Jahren auf curopéischer Hohe
stenen wiurden.

Zum Sohlusse beehrt sich der Gefertigte zu berichten,
dass er und seine Frau in der tarkisohen Gesellsochaft in Btlik
die beste Aufnahme gefunden habven: sie hatten Gelegenheit die
tiirkische Sprache zu erlernen und dadurch die schénen Sitten
und Gebréduche, iiberhaupt das ganze tirkische Leben naher kennen
zu lermen. Sie sind fur die swei prachtigen Jahre, die sie in
angora verleben durften, zum grissten Danke verpflichtet.

In ergebenster Hochachtung

FH...
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Wien, Dezember 1928.

Picture 5 Ganslmayer’s Letter Page 3.
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Prof. Ganslmayer also suggested President Mustafa Kemal
to ask for support from the mentioned organizations in order
to prevent cattle plague and other epidemics in a short time.
After the application of this plan, the Civilian Veterinary
Organization could have reached European standards in a year
ot two."!

Ganslmayer had completed his letter saying that they were
very well welcomed with his wife, they had opportunity to
learn Turkish, had chance to learn the most beautiful traditions
and customs of Turkish culture and spent two wonderful years
in Ankara."?

DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION

During veterinary medicine history studies in Turkey, there
is no other document directly presented to President Atatiirk
by a foreign or local veterinarian was discovered before
Ganslmayer’s report. For this feature the document is unique.

The majority of scientific cooperation in the field of
veterinary medicine was with France until the WWI. In this
manner, the discovery of rinderpest virus can be also an
example (19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27). It is seen that as German
scientists took part as academic staff, the scientific cooperation
has also changed towards Germany with the opening of the
Higher Agriculture Institute (HAI) (Yiksek Ziraat Enstiti-
si—YZE) (19, 24, 28). Ganslmayer can be regarded as one of
the pioneers of Turkish-German scientific collaboration in the
Republican era with his arrival 7 years before establishment of
HAL

Ganslmayer mentioned about the inadequacy of veterinary
medicine education in 1920s Turkey and he added corrections
must be made. The establishment of HAI Veterinary Faculty
in 1933 also shows his ideas about veterinary education were
matching with the profits of the Republic. It is also possible
that the proposal for free vaccination to be accepted by the
public is included in the 1923 Government Program (28).

The dry vaccine Ganslmayer mentioned in his report
is the discovery of Ord. Prof. Dr. Sireyya Tahsin Aygiin.
The success of the vaccination was praised by Dr. Gerlach
Geheimrat in 1933 and Prof. Dr. Von Ostertag in 1934 (24).
It is obvious from the letter that Ganslmayer didn’t mention
about the success of this vaccine before his two colleagues
from Germany. This may suggest that the international
recognition of Aygiin’s study should be taken further back
historically.

Prof. Ganslmayer emphasized on animal diseases in general,
but especially focused on fighting against cattle plague in
Turkey. The scientific knowledge of veterinarians was low
and the legislations were insufficient due to this disease.
He presented various measures related to this subject. The
proximity of these precautions against cattle plague outbreak
in 1932 can be accepted as a sign of scientific dominance
overall Turkey (2, 28).

Under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal, republic was
based on scientific view in the field of veterinary medicine

""BCA: 030.10./186.282.16
”BCA: 030.10./186.282.16
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also like in every aspect on the same basis. For this purpose,
national studies in veterinary medicine were supported with
international cooperation. Arrival of Ganslmayer in Turkey
can also be accepted as one of these examples. The fight
against cattle plague became the most important agenda of
Republic. This struggle is a pride in the history of Turkish
veterinary medicine for veterinarians. All the success achieved
in the field of veterinary medicine and animal husbandry is the
proof of true scientific point of view of republic (2, 19, 28).

As a result; Prof. Ganslmayer’s report can be considered as
one of the important documents in the veterinary field as it is
in every subject that Republic put in the way of modernized
civilization and it is the first and only recent documents has
achieved till now directly written to President Atatiitk by a
veterinarian in Turkish Veterinary History studies.
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