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. AMERICAN HUMOR
Doc.DrDenizBOZER(‘)

: ‘-_,

American humor eomprisea such a massive qmount of

material that it neéds to be divldedinto\themwtic units and
: analyzed accordmgly within various sub\-categoﬂes like frontier

~ humor, ethnic humor, political humor, féminist humor and negro -
humor. (I)Thereisalsoafemn'sehumorthatmaybedrawnfmm

general humor traits.

Furthermore thts bulk of dlverse hnmor whtch is growing
everyday is conveyed thmu@ even miore numemus media mainly

Hterary works' like almanacs, ‘diaries, poems, short stories,
novels and plays, movies, TV sit-coms, TV. shows. stand-up

.comedjes, comic strlps. newspapers and mmzines

Soﬂxereamesthenecessitytelmutthesubjectmattermone-’ a

way or the other. Thus, in this paper a brief chronological mmrey

of the major ‘American literary humorists from the early
_ practitioners of the eighteenth -century until the late mneteenth R

century wﬂl be cevened

. Itmightbeagoodideataaartaﬂ'bydeﬁnmghumor Whatts'
. ‘~humor‘?Avexyextemtveandeoummanswerctmldbe "Anything
, that 1s comic and Iaughable The word however, derived from’_ '

T amocis Brakossor in the ' dmmmm
l Tlm'ehahoamtherkmdo hnmrknewnubhckhumrwhtchshouldnot

Jhumor ss 1t has to do with race. Black humor

doesmtewera thematic unit; it 10-a certain absurd

, grimly
, -tyleofhumo mthenovelsofthe t-mddemwﬂters f the
: m&‘mM(m&i-mm mé’?&'mm 10986).,

KurtVonnefut.Jr (staughtu'lmne | . 1968}, andi’hﬂipﬁoth
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. humorem actually meant "ﬂuid" ‘or "moisture in Latin. (2

According to the theory of hurmorism wh!ch was popular in the

‘medieval perfod and the Renaissance, ‘the four fluids i.c. blood,
. “phlegm, yellow bile and black -bil¢, . that exist in equal
' - amounts in man's body balanced his temperament. If, however,
~“one fluid were i1\ ‘excess the person would be humorous. For

_instance, if blood were in excess the person would be sanguine,

. that is greedy, hot, lecherous; ﬂ'pﬁlegnwweinexcesshewouldbe

phlegmatic, that is dull, passive, cold; if yellow bile were in excess .
he would be choleric, that is angry, fierce, aggressive; and finally

if black bile were in excess he would be melancholic. that is

depressed. talmusthislack efbalancerendemdman anobjcctof

' laughter IR

Inthe laterhalfofthe seventeenth-eentmy theword ptcked up
its ‘connotations for which is known today and was defined in
the O:gford International Dicﬁonmy as: "That quality ‘of action,

' speech or writing, which ‘excites amusement' oddlty ‘comicality.
~ The facuky of perceivmg what is ludierous or amusmg or of e

expressing it..." .
" ‘When do pbople need hmnof? What 1 its funwon? What 18 its

‘ justification? Anthropelogists psychplogists sociologists have
- triéd to find answers to these questions overthcyears Orie

most outstandmg study is Henrl Bergson‘s *Laughter” where he
analyzes the comic in general and the comic elements in

 movements, words, charaetuandﬁmaﬂomandstatesthat "

we have regarded - laughter asﬂrst and foremostameansof'_

‘correction.” 4}

It is true that ‘as an altemative to’ heavy moralizing in
correcting human follies, the use of humor is €qually effective as

- manfeelswpaionmthefoolswmtemarmgwﬁh laughter at their
' _physicai mteﬂectual or meral defects and other deﬁciencles.

3 Ergnshdmmu-tm‘ﬂz,mmah mmmmm




conscious ofthefactthathetoovliﬂbendmuled ifheactsina
- similar manner. (5) i ,

. Another jusﬂﬁcaﬂon for humor is found in the wofds of the
great Roumanian - French: dramat!st Eugene Ionesco who, in

¢

comic alone is able to give us . the strength to bear the tragedy
of existence.” (6} Nietzsche, - too, confirms ‘man's need for the -

comic for its therapeut&c nature by statmg that, "The most =
‘acutely . . suffering animal on earth invented laughter."(7).

o Undoubtedly, humor relaxes man and relievés him of stress and

_tension,. thus putting him mto -a gay dlaposiuon with ' its
.tranquﬂizmg effect IR

. -Amiong the toofs of the humoﬂst wrﬂ;er one can state sat!re.

: wit parody, pun, burlesque, and the disparny between what one

expects and what he encounters.;.

line with the pessimimn ‘of the absurdists, states that, “The

Though hutnor s ftself fmmy. ugm-heamd and trivial, the

study of it is-a serious matter Moreover, the more we examine it,

the more it is elusive because of its ephemeral nature. As E. B.

- Whitestat&s."ﬂumorcanbedissectedasafmgcan But the thing

o diesintheprooessandthemnardsatedfseom'agingtoanybutthe:
purescientiﬂemmd."(ﬂl ~

WhatisttthatmakﬁAmcncénhmdisuncﬂyand umquely ’
‘Ameﬂcan‘? How and why does it differ from British humor for
. - instance? The answer mainlyiiesin the unique historical, social, .

‘political, cultural and economic’ experiences that the Americans
themselves have ltved through; . namely, hnmtgratlon the
frontier, Indians, the Revolutionary ‘War, the Civil War,

- segregatlonand ﬂleemandpaﬂonofblacks the beginmngs of the
women's liberation movemem:. the rise “of the’ hippy and beatntk
me:dty oft.hz mnctbnofhumorhappawm thewo‘rggg%ms

‘("Humor Imemqt&\a! rus of

cules degndestheoncwlni- -at, 1t woundahu thtsdualmmm »

%hr"n;lorhmbdmoﬁr it loses its natmeuldeomeswbe =
Ci umor. - - o

'e~s.mhmaq}mc:ohm¢d mmwwm;umm ‘of Tinots .
‘ths,lmy.l. e = Y ‘

.8 'Nomsw.m mmmm:ms Iown. Iowasme Un!versity
: 'MlMp.ll , RS
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cults. sendmgarocketand‘mannntcthemoon andbemga
foremost world power. The amalgamation of this mass of
~ experience in the subconscious of a nation wﬂl no doubt be
reflected in its humor. :

In'l‘urkeywhen acertamjoke lsnot mderstoodornked there
. 'is usually the tendency to discard it with a sneer and a wave of the
hand as "Amerikan espirisil" (American humor) whereas the
-humor of other nations is not partlculaﬂzed as for instance

"Alman espirisi®, "ftalyan espirisi" or "Arap espirisi”. The reason

for this may He in the fact that to a certain extent we share a

common European and mld-Eastem heritage and frame of
reference. Thus, in order to appreciate the humor of a nation, one
“has to be fairly fammar with its histmy, society culture and
pohtics

. Furthermore. what is humorous is malnly a subjective matter.
. what would make one roar.with laughter could easily bring tears
' to another's gyes ormakehnnfrawn or be offended. Such diverse
attitudes to the same joke can even be wttnessed among the
' compatriots of the same nation. : :

. ’Pherefore, the criteria for ‘the choice of materlal to: illustrate
: American humor in this paper was to a certain extent subjective.
- For example, somecrtticsamranthologistsarguethattheree:dsts »
~streaks of humar, though Gothic, in some of Poe's works. (©) "Hop
~ Frog" and "Cask of Amonﬁllado are gcnerany chosen to prove

this point as in the former Hcp-Fmg. the court jester avenges

himself on the coarsely jocular king and his courtlers by setting
fire to their highly flammable costumes and burnlng them alive,
and in the latter Montresor kills: Fortunato by masoning him
alive in. a vault as a punishment for an insult, Both Hop-Frog's
and Montresor's modes of revenge were omitted from this paper
because the alleged "humor” in them was not compatible with the
taste ofﬁnswrlterwhomnpreferstomadl’oe asanarratorofthe

grotesqm‘

] See Hennig Cohcn. "A Comic Mode of the Romaptie %Poc. :
Hawthorne,” Me in The Comic tn-American ed
* Louis D. Rubin, Jr. (Newdcney' , 1973), pp. 89-91; ‘Constance Rourke,
. AmeﬂoanHumor(NewYor‘k: s l%l{t PP 9: Weber ed., An
. nthohgvv (New  York: Crowell Co., 1962); P-
.226-27 ter Blair and H Hill. Americas Humar (New York: Oxford

mmitym 1978}, p. 498.
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As Walter Blatr suggests Amérioal :humor can 2 be said to have
begun in 1830 "because dur!ngthat year both Down East humor
and frontier humor were well-represented, in American almanacs

,andnewspapmﬂmn(andthereaﬁ:eﬂhoapﬁabletomﬂve comedy,
- and because that year marked the birth date of Jack Downing, 10
the leader of a century - longyamdeofsimﬂarpopularnaﬁve

- figures."(11), Nevertheless, eporadtc specimens of humor ‘were .
' presentbeforethisdateaswen

) In Amerlca humor ‘was slow to ‘develop because‘ the -early
- settlers, the sternest of whlch were the pious Pprltans were too
busy working hard to make a-decent life for themselves in the
wilderness to have time for entertainment or humor which are -
mamiyproducts ofasocletyatlexsw'e (12) Therefore, it is only two

hundred years after the first pilgrims landed in the early ) ,

sevententh-century that we see aay mbstantial mass of humor in
America. (13 : A

_The wrlteps of early humorous pleces were - mainly
influenced by Engnsh Jest books covering ludicrous anecdotes ‘
and by Addison and Steele's essay - periodical Spectator
(published daily between 1711 - 1712) in their humorous tone,

familiar yet refined and urbane style and choice of subject matter .
_comprlsing aodal and mo:ral commentary and sometimes nterary
crlticism

Among these wrfters is Amerlcas ﬁrst literary humorlst of
sigmﬂcance. Benjamln Franknn (1766 1790) who 1is mainly

-lONor&hern(ggmmoﬁ:tsmSmthsmweandwmsqfuqordack .

‘ll ‘Walter Blair, NaﬁveAmicanHmwr (1937 fpt. San Francisco: Chandler . -
‘ Publhlﬂngeompanyhu 1960), p;39.
12 Neverthehuuﬁmemd aomeaptﬂmmovedon further out West,

were nbe the coarseness; cmdemm,; uniness and
b hab!uofﬂnﬁonumn.theheﬁimumdthehekofchnrmmd
m“mmofmmm uedylndm uneuof

183 ﬁlﬂmugh.for im'a,ncp. Btom Webcr commences his An Amhology of

~ American Humor MW:MWW ‘Aggawam in

Anm(l&‘?)tndlneh:dam wotkoofnumero?ifs until

t!nytthaﬂmuoniblem lnmlndthedatz

1830-3-?“ ﬁu‘thet%uom:tn ubowzuthetrue
himerous thadition, - '




s

, vknown for his Poor thhards Al:rmc (pubitshed annually
between 1733-1758) and 'Autobiography” (begun in 1771

unfinished). In the former he displays his didactic’ Puritan

tcndencyashcmstnmtssemersmwhentoplantaopshow

. to cure an fllness and even how to bake a cake. In the meantime, -
“he also provides witty proverbs. maxima and humorous .

~ anecdotes.

The fonowmgunesarechosmﬁumhanknns "Oldmtresses; .

‘Apologue” (14) (MS) in which the ' writer praises marital bliss yet
gives advice . to his friend onwhyhe should prefer older women in

L his amours should he insist on remaining single. Shocking as
: theyarecommgfmmmcpenofméPuﬂtanﬁanklm.th&cunes:

"would undoubtedly offend today’s: feminists: .

"+ 92, Because when mmeeasetobehandsmne.theysmdy
to be good... 'mcyleamtodoaﬂmusandServleessman

and great...

.~ 3. Because there 18 no hazard et‘ Chﬂdren, which
“{rregularly produc'd may be attcnded with much

Inconvcmence

5. Because m every Ammal that walks upnght, the
Deficlency of the Fluids that fill the Muscles appears
first in the highest Part : mel-’accﬁrstgrowsl.ankand
" wrinkled; then the Neck; then the Breast and Arms; the

lower Parts continuing to the last as plump as ever: So-

- that covering all above with a Basket, and regarding only

" what is below the Girdle, ﬁ:isknpom&hleoftwoWanento

knowanoldfromayoungone 4
7. BecausetheCompuncuon!slesa 'mehavmgmadea

young Girl .miserable ‘may give you. frequent bitter -

* Reflections; noneofwimhcmattmdthemahngonold
v Wommhappy Smlyandl;asﬂy ’meyaresog'ateful(w)

John 'n'umbun (1750—1831) follows Ftankltn as a magor' -
r'literaryhumarlst Heisamuahaofthcc'anmcﬂeutm (lG)He'

-~ 14 "Apologue” means "a moral tale.”
.15 Weber, An Amgmm PD: 108‘-109

IGAcircleofpoew mmmmmmmwmnaoen o
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is. Mownfmhislongpoemme ?rogreasefbulness (1772-73)1:1' -

which he issuecessﬁxlmereaﬂnghumorbymnsofhispomant :
and witty satite. In this work ‘he . satirizes. coniemporary
educational attitudes at Yale.ﬁ his own alma mater. The work falls

"~ into three parts. In part one.the foolish country bumpkin Tom
. Brainless turns into a dull,. incompetent scholar who practises |

: ,afmstraﬂnglovcaﬂ'alrwithﬁairbrﬂn finally settiing down in -
. marrlage toBramless thuspreparmg herself for a dull lot. (17)

plagtarism. in part two Dick Hairbrain who attends college grows -
into a fop; inpart three the coquettish Miss Harriet lives through

Two years ‘after the Northern ‘Seba Smith's The. Lgfe and |

- Writings of Major Jack Downing (1833), in the first half of

the nineteenth century, the South witnessed its first’ major

_ collection of humorous stories’ with Augustus Baldwin

Longstreet's’ Geovgta Scenes’ (1835) which 18 the first major book of

“frontier” humor. Written in the vernacular with.a colloquial
style it ;‘ealistically yet in a humorous tone portrays the,

| ‘hardships ofthc 'frontier "

It might seem su'ange at first to mclude Nafhanicl Hawthorne
(1804-1864) among humorous wrmexs asheis generally known for
his somber novel Scarlet Letter in which he discusses moral -

- issues, and his short story "Young Goodman Brown", a moral

allegory. Nevertheless, he has also written humorous pieces you
would not expect from him. His short story "Mrs, Bullfrog" (1837)
ise one otthesepieceslnwhieh hesatumthe ludia'ous aspects =
of the greedy human nature

The ﬁnk:ky Mr. Bullfrog is rathcr picky in choos;ng ‘a wife and'-'

" is resolved "to wed notlungshox;t of perfection...’In a word, if a-
. young angel just from paradise; yet dressed in earthly fashion,
hadcomeandoﬁ'eredmeherhand itisbyncmeanscertamthatl

should have taken v (18y However,-he meets a women and within a

| fortnight wooes’ ‘and ‘marries hér. In their journey to Mr. "

Bullfrog's future place of business, he. gradually realizes that she is

notatallwhathedreamedasshedrmksandviolenﬂybeats up

_the coach driver when he carelessly capsizes the coach. The jolt of

thecoachhasranovedherwlgandfalseteethandallhcrearlier- '
7Peter lmhsme OonmcucutWit'MManHumor.ed.‘ -

Oxford UP, 1987}, p.9.
18 Weber AnAnﬂloloqufAmmcanmer p 203.




»goodtemperisgone Mr. Bum’mgebseﬁesmbewndermentthat
"meblowsweregivenbyapemnofgﬂslyaspect with 'a head

almost bald, and sunken cheeks... There being no teeth to . |
modulate the voice, it had a mumbled flerceness... Who could the'

phantombe? . for this ogre, or whatever it was, had a riding habit
“ltke Mrs. Bullfrog's..," (19} Hawthome is superb in his description
of the metamorphesis of Mrs. Bullfrog from a refined little lady

with rich dark ringlets and. pearlwhite teeth to a coarse bald and
" teethless woman with a nasty temper..In addition, the discovery
that his new bride had been jilted by an earlier flancé because of
her ill - temper, adds to the discontent of the fastidious Mr.
‘Bullfrog. Nevertheless he is quick in forgivmg these nnperfections
in his wife, her "little defects and fraiities.” 20) When he finds out -
at the end that she. hasbcenrewarded$50001nthecase she

opened against her former ﬂanoé and is willing to use it to help

him establish his own shop. once agam Mr. Bullfrog is a happy

manl

- Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) is: also quite swcessful with
his tongue -.in - _cheek humor as he mecounts his observations of
the, Engush Tralts (1856) which hé wrote after having visited

- England. A

~ “In the pieoecaned"Cookaync fromthlstmokhcsanrizesthe
‘Enghshfortaldngnaﬂonalpﬁdeiaan”unpestor" SRR :

GeotgeofCappadocia wasalowparaeﬂtewhogota ,
lucrative contract to supply the army with bacon. A rogue’

; andlnformer. hegotnchandwaaforcedtomnfrom

‘ justice ‘He saved his money, embraced Arianism,
collected a library and got promoted by a faction to the
. episcopal throne of Alexandria, When Julian came, A.B.

- 361, George was dragged to pnson, the prlson was burst
open by the mob and George was lynched as he deserved.
And this precious knave became, in good ‘time, Saint
George of England, patron of chivalry, emblem of victor -
.and civility and the pride ofthe bostblood of the modern
world @1

-u-u'p
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: Unt.tl the m!d— mneteenth cenmry most humarlsts wrote in -
_newspmcohnm:sorjoumafs But in the 1850 s, 1860s as humor
. began to be collected in books it flourished mere rapidly . Among

the writers of this period who helped advance the. American
Mterary humor tradition is Charles ‘Farrar- ‘Browne known as.
- “Artemus Ward" with His Boalc (1862) and David Ross Locke knows

as "Petroleum. Vesuvius Nasby" with his The Nasby Papers (1864).

The ﬂrst major American humorist is no doubt Mark Twain
11835-1910) He is an outstanding: practitioner of the tall tale, orin
other words, the yarn which s a narrative based on exaggeration,
full of repetition and digressions that do not advance the story

“and told by a narrator who uses the. framework technique. The
yarnis spunin a very serious: tone and in non-standard English,
The latter feature: naturally. gtves the tale an oral quality. In such
sfories the subject matter may not be as mpcrtant or interesting

o asthemanmrinwhichthestoryistold

Among “Twain's famous tall-taies which can be sald to have
launched his career as a literary humorist is "The Notorious

o JumpingF‘rogofCalavmsConmy' '(1868). Durmghisyearslnthe-

‘West, Twain had heard the story of the magmﬂr:ent Jumping frog
and later chose to write about it. In the story a traveller inquiers .
~ after a Reverend Leonidas Smﬂey ‘Yet the talkative narrator
'startstenmg ataieabout a Jiy Smﬂeywhoonedaycaughtaﬁ'og
trained it and named it Dan'l Webster ‘This frog could jump so
qulck and high that it could ougump any fmg m the near vicmtty

: -Danl Websterwasthenameofthefrog-andsmgout
: 'Flies, Dan'l, flies!' and quicker'n you could wink he'd
o spﬂngstraightupanésnakeaﬂyoﬂ'ntheeoumerthere.; ’

and flop down on the. floor ag'in-as solid as a gob of mud,

' xandfalltoscratchingthesideofhisheadwlthhism
. foot as indifferent as if he hadn't no idea he'd been doin’
Vanymorenanyfrognnghtdo Youneverseeafrogso
modebtandstratghtior‘an@ashewas iorallhewasso

"gﬁcd"m SR ,

M L o
] Mark'rwam “The Notorious Jumpm*mgof(}ah%ru ooumy “in The
lete {ggrﬁoroggs Sketches and. Tales, ed ‘Charles Neider (New York:

P 5 _ .




; Smﬂeybctswithastzang:ronthe»uxﬂaeardofskansofhisﬁ-og
Nevertheless, he is double - crossed by the stranger who secretly
' fﬂlsupthefrogwtthquaﬂsiwt.and.loscssmoo.lmmediately _
~ after this' story comes to an end, the garrulous Wheeler is about to -

spin anoﬂleryambut curtraveltermanagwtosupout K

. Another of Twajns very Weﬁ known humorous tall-tales is

“The Blue—Jay Yamn" (1880) in which the narrator Jim Baker starts |

off his story by humorously personifying the lttle birds, "A jay
will lie, a jay will steal, a jay will-deceive, a'jay will betray; and
four times out of five, a -Jay will go-back on his. solemnest -
promise.” (23 Then he teils the story of the blue-jay who tries to
fill up a hole in the roof with acorns, "Ywncvaseeabirdvmrkso

sinceyouwasborn Helaidimiamsworkhkeamgger.and the

-way he hove acorns into that hole for about two hours and a half .
was one of the most exciting and-astonishing spectacles I ever
‘struck... Well at last he could hardly flop his wings, he: was so
tuckered out.” (24} Although the:poor bird claims that he has not
put any less than “"two. tons of acorn into the hole, he is

' - astonished to discover that hole is still not full.  Jays from all

over come together to salve the mystery and it is soon understood

that all the acorns have fallen tnside on to the floor of the house.
-Thus, they "fell over backwards suﬁ‘owtmg with laughter... It ain't

anyusetotellmeablue jayhasa‘tgotaacnsc ofhunmrgbgcausel

. know better... They brought jays here from all over. the United -

* States to look down that hole, every summer for three'  years. Other
birds too. And they could all see the point, except an owl that come
from Nove Scotia.. saidheoouldn’tsee anytmgfunnyinit" (26)

- Mark’rwainpractises humer ot only frrhis short tales but in
" longer narratives as well.‘Roughing it (1871) is a perfect example.
Yetmthisworkitcanbcobserved&mnmnetotmmat’lwam’
humor surpasses the ludicrous exaggeration of the taﬂ-tales and
bordersonthegrotesque v _

(Missdeﬁ'crseh)wasagoodsmﬂ hadaglasseycandused

‘to lend it to old Miss Wagner, that hadn't any, to recetve

‘company in; it warn't big enough, and when Miss Wagner' ‘
%cherAnAn&nloggqumumHWp.sﬂ . Lo
28 -
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getwmdaoundmmesockm ,
andlookup.maybe -or otit to one side, and every which

way, whﬂet'ofheronewaslookmgasstraightaheadasa
" spy-glass, Grown people didn't mind i, but #t ‘most always
,madethechﬁdrencry it was so sort of scary. She tried

ckmg it tn raw cotton but it would't work somehow-
eottonwmxldgetloomandsﬁckoutandlooksoldmi ‘

’of awful that the children couldn't stand it no way.. -She
- was always dropping it out and turning up her old
- deadlight on the company empty. -and ‘making them

uncomfortable, bécuz she ‘never could tell when it hopped
out.... S0 somebody would have to hunch her and say,

'Yourgameeyehasfetchedlﬂose Miss Wagner, dear’ - and

then all of them wold. have to sit and Wait i she jammed

’itmagam wrongsideb@fore 29 .
In this narrative, as inthe talcs it is not the content that is so

* humorous but the telling. of it. This can be observed in the -

following lines on'the cycle ‘of life; one mds up thmkmg that all
thmgs are actuaﬂy not so lwely )

ae Prmridence leaves nothmg fo go by\chance All thlngs
*hmtheiruseaandth&partandpmperpiacemNatures

ecenm’theduckscatme flies - theﬂws eat the worms -

' _the .Indians eat all theree - thcwhitefolkseatthe wild
,cats-eatallthree andtlmsallMarelovely @n - '

Furthermore. m‘ the fonowlng lines Twain catcm the
“humorous in the marginal femtnine ‘behavior of.a woman who_

- idly passes the time . -on a stagecoach " The: humor here

_depends upon a unique female b@m described in sportmg
" 'terms (28) ,; :

She would sit t.here An th; gatheﬂng twﬂight and fasten
" her steadfast eyes on a mosquito rooting into her arm,
andslowly,ehewouldralaeherotherhandﬁllshehadgot
his range, and then she would launch a slap at him that

mm nusn rpt. New York: H&'pa'aad Row, 1913), 11, p. 100.

% el 1 pp
A mdwgﬂoydﬁauck. A CheaﬁllNMlsm(Bloommgwn lndmnaUP 1071,

\

¢ % Av -




would ‘have jolted 3 cow; andaﬁ:er t.hat she would sit’ and |
~contemplate the corpse with tranquil satisfaction-for she
never missed her mosqulto she was a dead shot at short

However. itcanbe observedmthehterwﬂtmgof’rwamthat
his humor grew slightly bitter and piquant. This is especially true
* for the humor in "The Man Who Corrupted Hadleybuxg" (1900). In.
thisstorythenarratorretumstoamld - American town, which is
" not quite hospitable to strangers, to avenge himself. By exposing -
their love of money, he eventually proves to these so-called
puritanical and self - righteous. townspeople  that no one is
incorruptible. Not typical of Twain's style, thc sto:y isa poignant
satire on greedy human nature - '

. Another outstanding - literary American humorist is Joel
‘Chandler Harris (1848-1908) with his Uncle Remus stories created
in the image of the South. Thus. hls wrlthm is note-worthy as it
succesfully fllustrates regional humor based on local color. The
first of the Uncle Remus. books was Uncle Remus, Songs and

- Sayings (1895); nine more followed

: Amongthesestoﬂesmwhich&er Rabbitlsalwayaﬁghtlng
- for survival with the fox, bear or wolf, (30] "Tar-Baby" is one of the
‘mest popular. In this quderful stozy writien in the Southern -
dialect, the fox slyly sets up a contraception made of tar ard
“turbentine on a road to catch the rabbit. He lays quietly in the
bushes until the rabbit comes along’ clippity-lippity" and says,
_"Mawnin"to ‘the taribaby He naturally gets noanswerandis
" upset:
nlee wddder dla mawnin saee

Babyaln‘tsaym nothm enBrerFox. helaylow

" ‘leyoudeat'? strerRabbit sezee. 'Kazelfyeuls Ican
. _holler louder 'sezee. Tar—Babystaystﬂl.enBrerFox. he *
laylow ' ,

‘3) Identffylngwlththeweak,htlpleuﬂmmbblt.whomtoﬁcncamcout
victo;lg::ymhumeoumn - Southern negroes attained a sense of
supe! 7 S L ,

©




. 4
)

e Youer stuck upa M‘& w'at yeu is.' says Bxer Rabbit,
- sezee. (31) :

‘ Asthetar-baby remalns silent, therabbxt takes a swingatitm |
- ‘rage. Yet, the more he punches the tar-baby, with his feet, - legs,
-hands, headandall thcmamhegetsstuck.'mefoxeomoutof

the bushes but Uncle Rcmus does not tell us whethcr he ate the
poor rabbit or not.. T , ‘

Y

Despite the long nne of male hterary humorlsts who wrote

" until the late nineteenth-century; it can be said that women have

- not played an essential part in the development of the comic spirit :

in America in the same period. As the first female literary

" humiorist, Sarah Kemble Knight is note - worthy. with her The

‘Journal of Madam’ Knight (1825) which includes her: satirical -
humorous observations on local customs and stereotypes. during

her five - month journey on the East Coast. Arnother female
 literary humorist of significance in the same perlod is Frances
, Mmamwmwherwhose ‘humeorous observations began appearing

mmagazlnesinthe 18403andwerelaterconecuvelypubmhedas o
mwumvﬂedottmpers (1856)

In eoncluslon. 1t can be ochrved in the nterature between the

‘early eighteenth - céntury ‘and the late nineteenth - century that

American humor was alive: and well. ltwereﬂmesewﬂtemwho
set -the. American humetous tradition and paved -the way for -
the humorous wrltmg of the men of lctters of the twentieth .
-century o '

~
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