
, ,

~ 'arı~'~(JtM-",ı~ 'Derıı(st'
CIlt'8fSayı 1-2/Ambkl991/88; ı9~821 '

"
,

"
'

"
Amer!can l)1;lmorcouıpf1Ms suc~"Il.~S1Ve, ~ouııt of

mate$ltııat it ıı~to ~:(Uvtdc~(UIı~th~ UI11tSanct
-anatyzed.8ceor~with1n vaiıcNşsub'-çatego~ l1k:e,frontier
humor.ethnichunlOr. ))OllticiJ~Uttl«. ~nfstJiUmor ,andnegro
humor. (ıı;,l1ı~ is ;dsc}'OfcourselıwnOr that marbedrawn frOm
geııei"a1humor traItŞ. ",

,

,
Furtherınore this b~lkOfd1Y~.Iı"pwr ..~ıch.is grovnng

eveıyda.yf$ ~~uglıeven~niuııewU$IX1.: ınamıy
ııterary worJı$ 'Uke' ~,*,~".çs; 'dtirtes., poeın.e.,slıortstorles.
Ilovels and pı,ys. n1Q!1es.--'tY ..t..cOın.. TVsbow$.stand-uP

"

coıııt<iJes.C(JIJ)içetrıpS.'~JieiS .,_d T?~.
.

so thereartsathe~_umttthe su~.owtter-ıı one
wa.yor the.other.,1'hııs.lIlt.hıe paper.a'bnefc)m)nologtcal.~,

"

,,', ,,', ,',',:,', ,', ,,'

"

'(of the maJorAInerlcan. l1tetruy 'hUpı'onsts "from the i,early
practttioners of the etghteenth -çer'Jtur,runU1th.e1ate rıJn~eenth
centUıywmbe~. ' " ," ,I

lt migbt bea gqod idea.to staıtGlIby definmg huınOr..What ıs
.h11IllO(?A veryexteDS1\'e -ııd~'answer-eould be.."Auythtng
that ts eomtc and 1augluible.~The word. 'h~r. d~rtved from

i

-------



. .
;~ ~

".
.

hUmOrem actual1y. meai.1t.,'1lUıdftor :"nıÔisture" tn Lauıi.(2)
According to the theoiyof~iJmQtJ8Iıı.~blcb\VaB pop\l1aı' 41'~

;

medieva! Period andtlle~/tıiefQurflutdst.e. b1ood.
'phıegm.yeUaw ,blleaı1d.bı.ek bile. .that ex1St in equa1

amounts in man's body balancedııı.temperaı.nent. ır. however.
one t1uld were. tıf'excesstbe~~n would be. humorous.For
instaI)Ce. ifbıoOdwereln excess the-person wouldbe-ı'lgulne.
that is greedy.hot. ~jifi~~,Jn~sS he,wouldbe
phlegtnaUc. that ts dtijl.'passtW. oo1d:if yeııo\VbıJ.ewere Inexeess
he.would be cholerte. that' IŞ~. fterce. aggt"eşshre;and ftna11y
if black bııewer~ın eicCe&Shewoilld, ~e me1anclıQl1c. tha~,o1s
depresŞcd. (3)1'hus th1şJatkofbaJanCCrendere4\maıı 8Jlobjectof'
laug1ıter.

.
,

'
tn the 1aterba1f <ıııı-e~~~tur1.the'wordptckec1 up

ItscOlUl~nS- for whIÇh ıt~)cnQ\mWd&Y8.nd~ defined in
the . Oıifor~.lnterndtfontit'~.::t.tıat quatity'of action.
speeCq~()rwrltitıg'~JeX~~.ı1~ent;Oddit$..coınıcaIU;Y, ,

The facuJty.Of~rceıvtogwhat l&.J,.ıdterouşor ,~Usin,gf or of
exp~1ng ,tt...">

.

o
.'o~.o" o.'

0_.

"
'.

-,

:
'

'
.'

Wbendô~opıenetdh~~l$f~1uq:UOA?What1S tts
justJf1cat1on?An:tlıropoı~s.jsycltPı~., ~logıstsJıave

, trled tof1ncJ~e$to-tlı~q~ris' bVerthey~.,one
most outstaIıdtngstudy 1S~e~~~ıı~ 1JI..aUglıtet"w~he
~yzes the cômlc ul giııeia1 and~eomic elements iri
J11()\Tementstworos.ctıaraete!'aPdSttuatıona8.m1 'StateS that. "...

'

w~haveRgantect ,'1augt.ıt..fir$t'andforemost a means of
.

-correcUon. "(4),
. .' "

, ,

It 'ıstrue 'Uıat"'aSaiı,aıt~rnauVetoheavy moralizıng tn
correcttDg human follies.the use oChwnor'l$equaııy etrect1veaS
man feels 8U~to thefooJswb11e tÔa1UJgwtth Jaug1ı~at their

. .PhysIÇa!. inteUectual /Jr' mOraldefects '.-ııcf'. otherdeftc1enctes:

2 "HuınQur.Huınor".ai;ord l~~. L~ ed. #

3
. EngIJahdıamattsld".~~'~~.Jomıonbas
maito

.

Use
.

' ~th&ı.'~"

...

. hI8 8at;trtc:
." .

.

.

.

..

.. d~
.

.
.

'

V~
..

-1.~
.

"
man"'ffls: Hwnor'~ ~«nı. n Md.ıJw.Ncfwınfstlnwıııdı tie
=teİ:~~~&~~C;:~Juı~':=~

.~~~tio!ı~-<...,' '
,,. ....

4_r=.~'''La~1U~~'Y'otk:~8.ıd~panyInc..' .
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. .

consciousof the.fad 'thatne~'wm be rkUcwe.d if be.~ in a
.stmi1ar mamıer.(5),' <.

.'

. . Another'JJ,1Suii~~fo..-huaıorİ8 f()UndW.th~ wotds of the
great Roumanian .~ French'~tJst Euge~~one$CC) who.. tn

-Une WLtb 'the.'pe,~~..'.Of: ..the.~.states th~t~"The
comtea10ne .i$abıetogtve.us..the~to bear. thetragedy
of'existeJ:\C~.n(~) ,N.e~. t.oo.;C~_maI1'S need f~r the
eOIDiçfor ltstbeni.peuUc.natUJ"e1>Y ...~.i:4at.''11ıe moSt.
acuıeiy . suff,edÖg ~~1t'\alqt1eAffiı~entedlaugJ;ı~er."(7).
Undo~ted1Yt '~1Wlor relaxesgWl~ ~~~lltmof stresş and
tens1on;: thuspı..tttngh~.tntoa gay CUsPf)8iUOn. withits
tranquWzing.' effect.

.

Among thetootsOftlıeh11IDOt'iSt wrtterone can state şat1re,
wlt, parody,.pun. bur1eşque.an4 the d1spartty'betw~n watone
expects apdwhat he ~I'$'t~ . .'

. .

- - . ,",
Thoughh\JtDOr1S ttseJJftJnnY~:ugbt~heartedand tı'MaL the' .

study of lt is 'a -İt)tı$ matter.Mô~r; the ~we exammeit,
the more .it.i$ .eJuSiVt.beca:ust 'of~.epherneraı. natUre.. As E. B.
White states. ,''Hvmor canbe'~asa frog Çan.but thethmg

. qıes.1nth~ pr~ ~the ~ _dfscO~toany but the.
pureeQenttfJC~ıı (e)'

, .

. ,

WJ}at1s ttthf1tıDakeı$'~hUnıor di$thıctlyand uniquely
Amerlealı?H~and whydoeslt ilft!'er(romadtisJibumor fol"

. iDstance?11ieanswerma1n1y~esfııthet1n.tque h1Stortca1, social.
pol1t1cal. euıwrat :and ecoJ1()mıct~rices.Uıat,tlıe AIneı1cans
t.hemselVes b'ave lt.vedth1'o~gh:nameıY.iDu:ntgranon, the
front1er, '1ndlaı'lS. tbeRe\fOlutiO'naf1,War,' theCivll War,

,
~OIİ.aDdth~eıııanei~ıoriol.bJ~~,the~gtnn1J1gsofthe

women's l1beratıon. rnOVeıneıittb~rtse?oft1ie 'hippy and bea~
5

.
Yet thecopiptexı

.

ty
..

()f

.

~'furi
.

CUO
.
~ôf

.

:humor
.
"i8

.

~
,

hı
.

theworda 9
.

f~Uta
..,~.WhOaı-ıs ~~u.ıy wounds'andII1eaıa...~.

..=?Iw

.

Wd~

.

'.,...~

.
:ne

.

..

.

~tbe

.

~..
.

.

.

.

.

-
.

...~
.

....

.

......

.

~;.~!!
.

.-

of humor ta cmrted ÜK> it 108ea.its ~ ııature andeonıea to be knOWnu'
"idck"humor.

'

.
. " '.

ES saralı. BJadJer' CQhm, ,ed.i' '1he CôJntC"~(urbaı..ı.'ı .uniWn,ıty of lUinota .
pn:ae, 19'1Sit);P.t. .,,' "c

. . :<' '.' ",

7 LWd. . ..' ."
.

, aNorrta W.~. 'n.e.~~i ~.Ift18: ro_ .State Uniyeralty
praı8,; ı084}.~ll.' ; ...,.. . ... ' .
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cults. sendtngarocket an.f!iW'a.-ııt() themoon. and beıng a
foremost world power.- Theaımilgamation"ofthtsmass .of
expertel1cem thesubC~U8of a,ı.uon wt1l no doubt

.~

reflectedtn ttshumor.
. .

.'
.

"
, . .,' ..'

_

"

_ ,_

',,"" L'
,:' ,''\ ,'.

in Turkeywhen acert.atı-ıj~ is ııot uııdetstoodor 1tk.ed.there
is UsuaJ1ythe tend.eneytô~ tt wıtJia sneer and a'Wave of the
hand .as." ItAıner,tkan .espıdStt!l.. .~caJj. humor)whereu'the

'huınot ofoth,er nations is nöt~uJar1zed. as for .1n8tance
"Alman espfı18t". "tüı1yaJıespiı18l" or "Arap esptrtstt.The reason
for this may 1tetnthefact thattoaeetta1nextent we sh~a
comnıOn Ituropean andnua..~tenı hel1tage and frame of
referenee. 11ıUS~,morder to 'apprec.a~the humorofa !)attOn. one

'. has to.be. fmly faıııı1taı" with . tts' hiŞtO,ry .society. '.cu1ture .and

poliUcs.'.
'.

Furthermore. what is humor()Ust8 inabıly a:subjecttve ınaııer;
what.~ou1dmake one roar,~,1aughtçr C()U1d,~ bnrigtears
toanothers 4Yes ornWte ~(igwnor beQffended.Suehdlv~
atUtudes to the. ~Joke ..~. eVen be w1tnes8ed among the
compatı1ots.olthe ,samenaı.on. .

"
.

. Therefore.the~tlafor'theehOtceof'ıııatertal to: 1Uustrate
American hum()f m this ).>apetwastQa .cenatn extentsubjecttve.
For exa,mpJe.soınecr.ttıcs and'~ogistş arguetbat there. c]dsts
streaitsof h~.tho~.QothiC.'ın $Oıxıe ofPoe's works.

($) "Hop

Frog" ~d "C~of Amonti1ı~o" ~ cgeneraııy Chosento prove
thispomt um the foımer }JOP-JI'rQg.UıecoUrtJesteı'taveng~
1$8e1f on the coarsely jocuJaı"~and hıS courtters by setting
fire to their. hfghıy tl~ııble cQ8tı..ıes' -ııd ,buJ:ning.them alive.
andtn the Jatter MontresorldBef'ortuııato 1)YJ11a8oatng J»nı
$e. m, a vaıiıı as a: p~tsJt~ı.ıf for,a11ınSult. ;eothHop:'F'rog's
and MontreSe>r'S'mod~sor~IJge wereomıtted tropi thIS paper
because tlıe.a11eged"h~~'h1 thmıwaSnot couıpatıblewlth the
taste.of this wötetWfio: ŞW1J1~ ~readr~~.a~ of the
grote8que,

'. .

9' see HcınnJg
. ..

'Co~n. "A CO
.

lUkMDd
.
e.

.

e>f
.

,the
.

RO
.

nUc
.

.

.

~tWn: I
.

tW
.

n:
.

p
.

oe~
.'

.

Hawtbofue;MeMl1e. m, Th;;-'COmIc"~"~~ ed.
Loui8

.

D.Rubtn.
.

.Jr. (NeW
.
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.

ı-y:~
... ' .

~QP.ı973),pp.89

..

..
..

.ı~Con8taıxe
.. .

.Ro~.

'Amerfcan
.

Humor
..

(N
.

, _
.

Yotk:
.
. ~'_

.. .
... 1

.

~ı~
..

.I4H
.

9;Brom
.

.. Weber.ed..An
. A~ Q/,Ameı1caıı LLUınCW(IIf".York. . Y. C1'OWdl Co.. 1962). p.
,2~~~ZL~a1u;

.

. r. B and HaniBtı HILL.Ameıicci'ş. Huınor (New. Yo.rk:' Oxfoid
1J~ Pr'e88.1978). p. 49&
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A8.WalterBı-..8U..'~nhumor can be 8$id.tohave
be~n '-İl 1830"because4uıtD1tııat,earbotlıPoftEUthuDlC)r
and {ront1er,"buınOrwcn-e~ted. tn Aınerican.a1maiıacs

, and n~papers theJı(and~/;~~letonat1veCQmedy;
andbecause thaty. ~thebtrtbdate ofJaekDowmng~(LA)

the leader ofa. Q~uıy - ıong'parade' ,ofsmıılar~JJu1ar nai1ve
figures/'U 1). Nevertlıeless" $pOı&dic spectnıens of huınor -were
presentbeforetIUS~ aswell..."" . '

,

'In Anıerlca. humorwassloWtO_cteveıop~eea~\tbe :early
settier$..th~..SterııestofWhlclı.. ~tl18; piOus ~tans~ Wefe tOO
busyworJc1rlg hani t~ ılıake a "deCtnt life :foı:themSelves ın the
wildertıe$StO bave t1Dıeföj(e1:ıtertatnrD.~t or hwiıoı' whtc:baı-e
maJn1YpröductS ofaSociettat~: (ı~'lberefore.1t1s only two
bundred years altei 'the 'fIt$t,pJJgr1tnS1aı).dedtn the early
sevententh-century tbatw~aeoaay_bstaf1t~al ııı-s ofbWnM tn
AlJ:).ertca.( 13).

/ '
,

. .
. The-wrtte1'8 ' of earlybumorou. pıeces were ma1nly

tnfiuençed:. by .,EngUtdıje8tbeolc$.~ıud1eFouS anecdotes
and byAdcUSon8J}tLStee~'8_Y -peI1od1ca1Spectator
(publ1$bed 4anY betWeen 17H '-1712}ınthetr huınorous tane.
iamiltar yetref1ned aııd. ~ styIeandcbOiceofsubject matter,
com.Prıstng~~ mo~ ~nt8ıyandsoıneuıues I1terary
cntICJSın. "

.

. Among ~ese.Wı1tet$l$~'.fttstUteraryhınnor1st of
stgn1flcance. ..8e»:Jamın Ftaıı1dtn . U'lOfı': ı 790lwho '1s m~nly

23
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known, fOr ıuSPoor8ıchAV4~ş'~(publtSbedaimuaııy
between 1733-1758) aııdAutobiograpNl' tbegunı~, 1771:
unftnlshed). In the fôtıJ1et~- dISp_y&h1$ ,clidacttcPUrttan
tendeney as he in$NCtS~~wtıeö to pIaııt.erops.:hOW
to cure an mness and even.how to~-a cake-..lntbe meantJ1ne.
heaıso 'provtttes W'ttty pr~rb$; maxıınS aıid ,-bUtı1QrOl1$

,

anecdotes. '

'Ibe, fol1oWl1;ıg ~' ~çhosenfıpt,nFran~ltn'.:<>ld.MJ$tresses
Apoıogue"(141(MS)1nwtıtclı~ /~'pıüres. ~ bliss yet
gives advice "to'J:ıis friendon .by he ,8b()Wd PJ'fter olcıer ~1l in

_ hts'aıfıourS sbou1d hemstst on~ 's1IJgle.. Sbock1ng as
they areeomıııgfromtbe.Pen'9f~.'.,~.FraPkl~. tbese ~

,

wou1d 'undoubWdJy' Qffelltitoday'~J~: -
.

,

2. 'BecaUse when -~ ~to -bebandsoIne~,theystudy
to be, gOod... They Iearııto do a thousand -servıcessma11
an.d great...

. ,

'3;,' Becau_ethereisnô' hazardo-f-Clıtldren. wbtch'.
irregular-Jypri>duc!dmay beaUended wtth mucb
Inconveııie-ıce. -

,
"

5._Qe~uşe~in .,',~r.Y'.,.~tfn~tthat~'s uPı1ght. the
DefiCiency 'Of.the rıwds t6aı8tl t1ie~sappears
fb'stin the hJghestP.ıt :1beFace &st grows L8nkand
~:then tht ~eek;sUıent.lıe,~-ı and Ar:ms; the
l()wer.Parts' çontıuıüngto ü.ıeı.ı- pJ.ıııı-p a'i.wer:So',
that coverıng,aJ1 ,above'With aBasket. and ~~ori1y
wııatts beLOW theGiJ'd1e~.tUsknpoesıb1e oftwoWomento
knO\V an oldfrom ~yo1.ing,c>ne' ,'- , -

7. Because the Computict1orıts les8.111elta.Vlng made a
you!)gGirl "tn~~(1bıe '~Y ,g!ve,youft:tqueıü' bitter
~~~'nOııeofwhtclı~~~ ,~-ı~",on, old
Wdaumbappy~, 8 thLJ aıJd.L8s9Y

.
.-1he, aresogtateful{l6)

_

'-)

-_._---

\,
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1s ,laıownfor .ıı-' Jongpoeı-ttıe"\~ofD.u1ness" 'U7"r2~73)1n
.

wfu, ch he1S$uccessfu1Ü1~~-ıııu.rby~ofhıS'potgnant .

and' .wttty. saUl'e., In th1S.,.Qrk..,he,sa~es conte;rnporary
educaUonal att1tu4es. Y1t!e;tı1SQwnabtıamater.Tlıe. woı:~faUs
!rito' three Paı:ts.In.part onethe fC)OUfIJı.country ,bwnp!dn Tom

. Bra1nless turns1nto .a du11.,.~pettntscl)oıarwho priwtıses
p1agt~mpart two 1)1ck.1iaımramwboattends eonegegrows
tntoa fop;. in,partthree~ÇO(l~ett1Şh~Harı1ei ~sthrough
a fnıstı:at1ag ıOveatIaır wttb..Htı1tbratn.',fJnaILY.ttUng down 10
marnageto~. thus.prepaııng.)ıerseJffor.~duU lot. (17)

. . .
'rwoyearşattei;the<Northern'Scı;aSıDtth's -The Life and

. wrUtngSofM4f5Jr' JacIc' ,JJOwnthg.t183&t.. .fttthe fir$t .haıtof
the nUi~ıeentb

..

.
...cen:t~

. ... tı,ıeŞôuth Wibıes~dlts f1rst'~or
. .

"
',"

,_

-
J.

'

.
''o

',.,.',

collect1~.n of 'hunıorousstôt1fJs: · w1th .AugusttlsB.a1dw1n
Longstree

.
t

.'s,,"',~,
".J'
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'

..
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.
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"frontier" humor. Wrtıtenlntlıe vctnacutat With a col1oqu1al
style 1t'feal1sUca.iiyyetın31 huınorous tone portrays the
~sh1~ of,tb.e'~t1er/~

"
'.' '.

.. . '.

"

.

"

. It might,seem~e atfirstto,ıncımıe Nathan.te1.H~onıe
Ü804~1864) amorighUI11OroUSWt!tefs.ahe is generauylmown for
his soınber,novel Scarlet Letter inwh1chııc dJscusses moral

.

. Issues. a:ç.tdhis short MOry. "yo:Uı:)g(~oodınan.'BrOWıı!'. 'auıoral
allegory. NeVertheless.be ,has .atsqwı1,tten hUuıorbUs. .~ .

' . you .

~ou1dnotapectfrotn htm.Wshort.story'"Mrs. Bu1J1'rQg" (1837)
tse.one o( thcse .PtecOii} whtdı'he~,the ludicrous 8spects
ofthegreettyb~~.. .

.'.
.

"
1be ftn1CkyMr~atWfrog'~'ta~~wcky.1nCboo.ı.nga \\11feand

18 resolved?to wed ııoth1ngsııo\l o{"peneçttOn ına wOrd. !fa
youııg~el Just from .P~se; yet ~sse<t1IJearthıy ruhton.

. ha~come aIıd o1feRdme.herJtand~'It~ by nOıDear1$~,that i
shouldhaVetaken lt" U8}~t. "heıneet8 ~WOinenandw1th1na
{ortnıgııt' wooes and' marrtes her., Intbetrjourney to .Mr,.
BuDfrog'SfuıurepJace of1n~sfneS$~hetıtadt1a1lyr~ thatshets
not at 8u",hat be ..'~ ,as"spe~ iU1dviolerıtıy.beats up
tne coach.

.
'.driver when he careJ.e8sly~$~t1ıecoach.11ıeJolt of

the coach'basremoved,her~ and@se teethandaııiieread1er '

ı7~ter B-!1gg8."EıuıIi$1ıSliUre..n..Çonnect1e\JtW.ı"Jn ~an Humor,ed. ,

.
ArthUl'PGRtD\ıdaen(Odri. Oxfotdup, 1987). p.~.-- ...,

18 Weber.'AııAnthofogy qf~Huınot.P:: 203..'
.

\.

\
'
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.good temper iS g6ne. Mr.~obSerites tn bewıldem;ıent that
"11ıeblows _re gıvenby Eip-ersenof >grt$lyaspect.wtth ahead
a1most~baıd.and sunkencheeIcs 1berebelng no teeth to ,

moduJate thevoice.. ttbatı .a'munıb~tıen:e~... .Who eou1dthe'
phantombe? i.. for tlı1s ogre. or_bateVer1t.Was, had a rtding habtt
ıike Mrs. BuU(rog'~.;..;(19)HaWthoı'neJSsuperiJm his, descrtpt10n
of the~()rphOSis of Mrs. BUıırrogfrom a retı-nedlttt1e.}ady'
WJthricb dark1'1ng1ets-ıpetırlwhiteteeth toa~arse baki and
teeth1essw~ with a nastytemper..!nadtUtton. ijle d18covery
that ,blsnew bride hadbeenjtlte4'by anearlter~beeause of
ber ın. - te,nıper'lldds to th~ discQntentof. ijıe f~d1OUS Mr.
Bul1fmg..Neverthel~ be. 1$.qu1Clttn (~'U1esemıpeıfecUons
tn his de. be("}itt1e deff:etş'and ~'"{20lwh~ he ftnds out'
at tbe endıhat &pe has been. rewardCd.. P.OOO in' the case me
opened ag~tberfonner ,thuıç~and~~'~ ~şelt to belp
bim eStabl1sıı his Q'WU.shQp.once agafu Mr.' Bu11frog ts.a,bappy
manl .

..
' ."

Ralpb WaldoEmerson (l803-1882)ts.a!so'quttesuCcessfuı w1ili
his, tongue -sn..-chee1t. b\UJlorasbetic0unts htsi.o~aUons of
tbe, EngltstJ"TraPs (1Ş5$). W'htçbbe \vrC)te

.
arter. bavtpg v1$ited

E~d. ""
, "

. -i.

in the plececa.ned "~"rromth1Sbookbe sat1ı17a the
.

~~hför takingnat1onal'pr1de m.aIı..tttmpostOr':.

George of Cappadoc1a...was,a1owparutte~bo gQt a
memUve contract"to supply theamıywtthbaçen.A rogue
and Jn(ornıer, negat. ~ .na'f.ı. forcedto mn from
JuSUce. "aeşa~ed. hl$ "ınone,.. embraced Artanısm.
coUected a 1tbljry. 8!J.dg()t.proıiıo~(I.J>y.a facuon to the
ePıscqpalt,broııe9f ~~. When. J~1Iaı1~e, A.B.
361, Qeorge wa,s <b:.~.w~.the ppsonwas burst
0pen.by U1~mob aQ40@l1e.Wa,s lynçhe.d'ss .he ~eşetved.
And tbıs preci9,~s knave;be~e:. 1Ilg()odttme,Saint
.GeorgepfJmg1a.n4, ,a,tro~ ofç~, .~bıem ,.ofVictor '
"and~tYandtheprnıe()( ~e~rbloo4 9f tberiıodem
wôrld.(21)'

.
-

""
'. -

19. LbId.. p. 2QI5
,

3) LbId..p. 208.
2i lbId.,p. 198.
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~ -
Untll tbe ım<1-mnet~tfJ.ceııtuıym.Ost hum()l1stS wiote m-

neWSpapetcOluınDsorjOU1'ı18lJ.B1rt ınthel8Ş(ls.' 1860$ as humor ,
began to be conected 1n}),oQk&.tımut'1Sh~Lmererapidly .Among
the wrtters of this .period)Yt.tQ.~ advanc~the ~American
,11teraryhumor lıad1tion' 1s"C;tıarlea 'Famar/Bro;wneknown as

, "ArtemusWa:rd"Vlith-H(sBOQl(U~)~4 pavidRosşLocke ~s
as ''Petro~~Vc-.suvtusNaSby'yntlıı-1he-Nas1?YPaperS (1864).

The ftrstmaJorAmerlça.nlı~ınoı1at Jsl1ÔdoubtMark Twa1n
H835.,1910). He iS ~ ou.tstaadtnl:Pract1UQnetoCthetan tale. or tn
otherwords.theyarııwh1ch1Sa ıW'tat1Vebasedonexaggerat1OIl.
fun of repet1ti<maııd-digtesStOsısthat do BQtadV$rict thestoIy

-"and told by a-na.rrato{)Yfto usesthe.framewor;k t~ue.The
YarniSSJ?un1n aVely~ous-to.,and in i1on"st~ıWardEng1tsh~
'Ole latterfeatuıeİlatul'8J1y.gttesthe we.' an oral quaBty. .Insucb
storleş the subjectmctttermaynotbe as-ıportantor 1nteresUng

. as themanner mwhIChthttstoiyts told.
.

, ,

. Among~1Wa1n'S.famous ta1l~~eswh1ch Can be ~d tQ have
LaunChed hlScareet.as_~l1tenııyhJ.U1lortstis "'lbe Notor1ous
Juırıpmg~ of Caıı1veras~'(l$6tS).DurıngbJs years mth,e-
Wes1:.Twaınhad beardt1ıesttüy'ôtthe1PA.,ıtflceı;ıtJumpmg frog
and biterclıoee to W1'1t~'abôutit.-IJıthestory atravenertnq1.Üers
'aftera Revetendt.eontda.sSt1Jtley., 'Yettheta1ü.tlve narrator
startsteıung'a; taıeab()ııt a'~.. SııiUe)tw~oone ~~~ght afiog.
triı1ned it an~ naıned' JtDan'lWe'f>$ter.11ıiS frogcould Jump so
quickandbtgh that. tt cOWd()Utj~? any fmgtııtııe nearvtcfutty.

"Daı\'l.'Webst~ was.the~_ of.the frc;)g-andSIng...out.
'FJıes. .Dan' ı .fties(" and, ~n. yoti,coukl' wınk h~'d
sPJing s~t ,up<and$D8ke.a ay oft'ııthecounter there.
8I1dJlop dOWJ;1,oJ,1~jt1oor,attP'as,soııdasa g<)b.of mqd.
and laU to ..scnrtchingtheskie ofhlS ıı-ı wtth his b1nd
footas indift"erentasil h& hadn't no idea heid }>eendom'
any>~'n -ıy frog~t40'i:YOU never seea frog so
mod$tandsıı-ıgiı~r'ab<t..,JıeWa$. (Qr an he was so

,
g1fted."(22),

22 Mıu'ıt 1Wain. "11ıe Notor1ou. J~. trmgol'Cabait=ruCouıt~. -in The
Ço"!p.re.ıe

,

lete Huıı1o~ Ske
.

tchANJ.cuidT'a,ies; ed. 'Charles Neteler (New YorJt:
IJOUbJI!daY1961) p. 266.

" '-, '

.. z1
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Sm11eybets w1th a'~I"P1\tM.,~ of~,oflı1s frog.
Neveruıeless. he is double.-'erossedhy the,stranger whoSecretly
mıs, up thefrog witJı ,quaU~ aııdiJo$eS$4<).()O.ImmedtateJy
after this. stöı'y'eomes to anend.tJieganiıloUsWheeıer ıs about to
SplIı anotlıer yanı butourtraVeUer~to s1tp,out.

,_
. ':,' I" - .

.

Atiother of Twain.rsvel)',\Veıf~.1itıö~~umôrous tan-tales 18
'The Blue.JayYanı" (1880) iıiw1ücJrthe nSrıatorJim Baker starts
öff his stoıy by'huJDOrous1y ptriônııytngtbe litt1ebtrds."AJay
w1ll Ue. a JaywillSteal.a'JaYWJD,~ecetve.a:Jay wııı ])etray; and

'four ,t1incS,out olf1ve. a-jay-wuıgo."baclt:on .his. SOleUinest
.

promtse.". {23lThen. he ttllS' ~ $tory,of thet>lue-jaywho ,tr1es'tO
ftllupa haletııtlle roof-wfthacoms. "Younever 'see abfrd,Wo~so
siıice youwa.s born:lieJa1d 4#0 hts'w()rk'-nkeanıgger. and the

, way he hoveaeorrıs 1ntotha.t,'hô1tfct abOut twohoUrs and a half ,

was one of the most e~c1t1DgandastOJ.ılShing'8pectacles Iever
stmek;.. w~n at Iast 1ıeoouldbt1tdly;fiPp.b1s w'ings. iıe; WaS $Q
tuckered 01ıt:'(24L~t1ı9ugh ~~.~( bit4.d=-tJ"oAthat be has not
put any le~ thaP "two, ,tonsftor~rn. 'int0ihe. hole,. he ts
astqtı1shedtc? ;d1~ver~bQJetsstpı;nPt (uU.' Jays fiôu.ı all
oVercome together toŞotve'.tb.e'~ '8n41t, ,1sşoon undcrstoq1
that an tbeaco(I1$haveJ~n,JnSide <W-,ıothei100rof

.
the house.

.11ıus.they ~oyer~ards_ıJfr~U1]g Wtt,tı}aı..ghter~... it ain't
any ~to te11.mea.1>-ıue'day~Jf.;got,a ~ Qf.~t1moı:~:~use i

,know better... 1."J:leybrougötJ.~ h~.~aUov~.the United
: States to l()()kdOwnUı,atJ:ıo1e'~~ ~er !or~oyears7 Qtiı~
btrds too. And they could allseethepo.iı)t,ex:cept anowı that conıe
from NoveSCotia...said he cou!dn't see ariytmgt\uıny illit." (25) .

, .
. Matk 1'wam>~ buIMf ,not oriJY.m hiS sJıorttales but in
longer narratiVes t\S.wen.'Rougftinıl'lt (lS71)İsa' peıfect exampIe.
Yet in thıs wö, ~eanibe obSttYec1.ftOl11tııne to tlımdhat 'l\va1n'S
humor.surpasses,the hı~ş~ratlonof theta1l-tales and
borders on tpe gtQteSque: '"" '.'

,
'

. . ,

(Miss ~erson) was agôöd~;had a g1a8Seye'and used
t9kmdit t(1)ıdM18s W~:thathadti1t any~to 'rece1ve,
company In; it warn't btg enough. arid whenMtss Wagner

:n' Weber. Ah. ArtthoIDgy.qf~ Hıpnw,,.. 341: '

,~Jbt1.p;349,'/
.' o,'

'",
,."

25 lbtl.. p. 350. "
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wam'tnOtlc1ng.it'_g"~'aroıuıdtJHbe şocket.
and lOôkuP.ınaybe .OfOOt;tQOne.side.'anöeY'en-wh1c4
way. .~ t'at;herone'~'~ınngas_stra)ght$ead as a

'.spy-g1a$$.Grown~pıedkip't~..but 11:môst always
~ethechtldten cry. tJ:was $9. sortofscary. &he tried
paclclDg It>tnraWCott()tlbııt~wouıd't wotk'sOinehow-
the .oouon.Wouldg~topseanu~~ckoutandlook80 ldnd
of awtU1t1iat tbe,chl1dierı'~'t ~.ttno way.She '
'~as ~ays droppuıg1t{)ut. andt~up her old
dea,dff~tonthe co~pan.rem;pty. 'and making them
\İIlcomr()itab1e.l)eCut never eouhftellwhen it hopped
out soSOtnebOdywouı~have tohunch heranCI. say.
'Yourgameeyehas~ lpost.~ wagner.dtar'-and
then aU oftheınwold1UlvetO SitanclWait Ul1s1'ıeJammed
lt ın agaın..-Wİ'OJ)g$ide~...(2S)

'Inth1snarrat1Ve.~tn thetaıes.ilİ$ notthecontentthat is so
ht1İnorous but tb~ te11bıg,()f1t.'TJitş-,can be obseıvedıntbe
fonOwfuglines. on~ecycıe '~'Jlfei'()ne.d& 'UPtbtrı~ttgtlıat. an
tiı1ngsa,re~any not Soıoveıy:

'....

Pı'tMdence. ıeaves .~:fo'go.bY~.chance. ~l things
b. t1ıeJr~ aııd~.~~J)I'QpeJ'phu:e in Natqre's
economy;~,dUdis~'.~ f1\e$-the.ı,.eat ~womıs ~
the,ıod1~ ..aU.tbeı"ee -~.w1Ute foJ.kşeat thewJ1d

," cats-eataU~-aı\4.tbU$~thtng:sarelove1y~(27)..'
.

Furtıı~ore.;ın\. .tiıef~. <'l1ııesc'r\vaincaf4}hes ,the

hunıorous ın, the niarginalf~behaviorotawoınaııWho

ld1ypasses . tbe tlme,' on astagec9AcJı~ "The' .humor here '
depends upon . aunique reına1e,'be!ıavıot'descrlbed in spçrting

,

. terms~(28) "

'->, .

Shewou1dsit 'thereJnthe ga.tJıeringtWWghtand fasten
her steadfa8teyesona:mosqtıtto roottf)g '1ntOher aITP..
~ sloW!y-ııeVlOu}d ~ ber,otherhandt1ll shehad got
his range.and thensbe~ou1dıaunc}ı a: s1ap "thim that

, .

"

.
)'

28 . ~1'wıdıi.~ .lt (lıı71; l'pL,~y~:~ .ı~..19ıs)~Iı;p. 100. .
.

. '.1lllıi4.I.pp.261-62. .'
',. . > ..". . .

'
.'. .

28.~
.BJYd.flaU,*, A ~~(B1OôQllngtOi1: IndJıu.ıa~.l97l). .
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,

'

wou1dbav:eJ()lteda.c:OWf~.ıı~ that she wou1dsJtand
conteınp1ate the'corpseMtJıuwıqul1satısfacUop-for she
neverınJSSedher,ınoşqutto;, sht';.wasa dead shot at short
nan"" _,

.
. ", '

...~".
'

.

Uowever. tt can be Obaeı've4iıithe.1ater wrttlngof Twa1nthat
hJS humor grewslight1ybi~aııd.piquaIit. T1ıJSJs,e8pecJany true
for the hUIDOr-ıı''1'h«:M-ıı\VboCon;tt~Hadleybıut' (19()0). In
thfş 'stoıy ,the~or retJJq1Stpa ,~- ~ertçiuı, tow:n.",whJch 18
notqUitt';hO$Pttable tQ.8tr~egt. .t().avenge hJ~1f.,By, t';XpOstng
the1r love of ınoney. lı. eventuaJ1y pioves to theseso-caUed
puriı-ıucal, and şelf -$t~ustoWnspeopl.e that, no one' 18
JnçorrupUble. Not typical ofTwatn's style.tııe 'stoıy is a. poJgnant
.tirt'; ongre~hwnaıınatqre.'

.
" '

Another outstandıng 'literary ,~erlcan humorist ,Is Joel
,Chandler Uan1S (1~ 19(8) WJth ııis UndeReınU$stoneş ,created
in the

.
~,Qf theScuth. .11ıus.,~ ,wı1t1n118.note;.wortlıy ~ lt

succesfuny ıDusp-ates tegjona1,lı~' ba8ed.on LOçaL,color.1be
ftrst of the UncleReoıus book$

,

was Uncle RemU$:, SoıvJs and
Saytngs (1895); Iline morefo11tJ.wed.'

,
,

..,' .

,

"Aınongtbese$tortes Uı\Vh1ch.Bter .Rabbitl. a1waysftghting
for suıvıvalwlth the f~btıarot WoIt:'(3OJ','Tar-Ba.tJY!18one .ofilie
'mostı:rop~: ın: this WQtıderfuJsf,01Y'Wı'lttetl in' theSouthem
cUa1ect;tbe" föX.slylysetsup aconttaceıRtorı. madeof tar and
turhentme on a. road tocatclıtberabbJt.HcHaysqutetly in the,

bushes unUl the rabt>1teoınesalQ' "clippity-lipplty"and says.
"MaWltJn"to,"the baby: He ..~'.getSno answer and 18

,

upset: .. - ,
"

. ,

" 'nice wedder cUs,nıaWnin'~.
Tar-Babyam't sayın' nothInı. en BterFax.'he !aylow.

. ...'!I...............
t, 1syou ck:af?' sezıJrerı-bbJt.~.'1faze 1(you18.I can

, . hoUer Jouder 'sezee.;Tat,.Baby staystJlt en BAr Fax, he
laylow. .

"

:lı lb.ıghtıt1 It.I,p.e.
.'

,.'

"

. '.
".~.','

.

3) Idcntlfytng -ıth,tbe.weak. he~'Iker'_bttwho mo.toftmı came out
vtctor10U8, ın .. ~~. thcı',~~ ~. ~ allCl18e of.
.upcriolt.,.. '

,
'

-



: " 'YO\1erŞıuck:up.tb1t!.w'at.yO~ 18.' says'~Rabbit;
sezee.(31)

,

"
'

.'

,"'.',

'.
'

,

,

As the tat-baby 'r~ .sJient, ,~tabı-', take$, a: swmg at it in
'rage., Yet., the. _re he ~thetat-bal:Jy.With;bis f~'ıegs.
,hands. head -ııd, an. tbe~Aeg~Sf.uck.1'he fmçcoJt\e$ O11tof
the 'bushes but, Uncle 'Remus' does nOtten us whether, he ate the
poorrabbiter not.

", ",.
" '"

.

"

~. ';~' .

. .

'Desplte'tııe JonaUne of,'maıe.eraıy,h~nıoı1Şts who Wrote

unt1l theiate ııtneteenth-centuıy~1t C$11.~ saidtlıatwomeıihaVe
, not played an essen~ partbı uıe development oftbe com1csptr1t
,In AmencaIn the~ periOd. 'AB: the,ftrst f~el1terary

,
hUD1Or1stf &ph Kemb1e~tJ~note-worthy- With berThe
'Jo~ ,q{ Mr.tdam'Kmght'(l825)whldı .1ıidtıdes hersat1rt~
humorous obscJvat1önS',on~custoıt.s' 8n4-ereotypesduı1n(ı
her ftve -month- Joqnı~y on tııe ~ Coas1.Another 'female
1iteraıy humonStof Sin1ftca1'1ct ınthe &aıneper1od 18 Frances
MırsimıWhttcherwboıleJı~s~~'btgaB.appeartng
in mag~?tn~ıı.:ıtbe,l~and,~ .1attrcol1ecııvelypubllshed.as
The wtdow .BedOttPcıpers(l856)" '

,,'
"

- . .
'

_ ,In conc1uSioB. ıt: cant>e,o~ :.-ı tb~:l1tera~between the
,early etgbteenth,- centuryari4'the-1ate~ntb- centuıy that
Amef1Canhumor \VaS a1tve. anel well. ,,'ıı-:weR' thesewrlters who
set, the,' AmeriCan, hıu:n9i'ousıtad1tton,: ,'and 'paved.the way ,for
th~ humorou$wnUng,ofthe-ııel) 'Qi letteJ;'8 of the twentieth
-centuıy.'

( , t
--';,'

,

'"

.
,

.
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