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Prof. Dr. GiISen CaıW

SamuelBeckett, an Aiıglo.Iriıılıman and a t\yentietb-century philosopbical poet,
.. never concerıied withsoeial, political or ~oUsproblems~t w.. always interest-
ed in thepc>8ition'ofman in the univ~ıııe,.the ~880n of his e~stenee 'and the meaaing
of life. in other words, his iateıest lay in the metapby..ı,/Spurred on by this mterest,

. Beckettstudiedthein lectual baekground to the twentiethceııtury. He believ'ecithat
Dante, Descart.esand 'Proust, more than anyo,M.elae, wereresponsible for the w,yof
~inking -ofwestem intellectuals, biıriselfincluded.. '

Althouglı Samuel Beclçett once' Said at an ]n~rview .tlıat h(,.never read philoso-
phers andthat, h. did not,undf!8tandthem, this doesDot nıean that be Wlll8uninflu.'
enced by them. it is true, be can Devet be classtfied as.belODling to'any one particular
school of philosOphy but it would be far from trueto clalm thathisworks ıılıOWDO
tıace of influeuce from various westem,philoscJplı.ıa.,'ibe viewş of severalphilosopben
bave had some 'btamıg on SOIne,or other ,Qfhisworks, butlt is iatluence of .Pescane8
wbich is most llbtİ.ıe.ı,ıe. .
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aocb, one repreaentine matter, the other SPiıit, botbwound and..t by tbe milter
elocli:.maker to, run perfectiy syncbroQOualy.ı When tbis is appli8d to human body it
can,be Said that when the cloctof mind potnta to tb,' hour, the clock of matter ltrIteI
and tb~is a seeminl Unt between tbe two buttllia la only an iI1uaion.Dyanal. tIle
self hıs ,no control over the dUtaide unIVelle but la ODIy'capable 'of controlline tbe
microcosm.2' ,,' ,

i

Beckett seema to be in complete apernent \\'itb Geulincx in his belief that we
bave no ~on~ol over the univene, we koow ilotbine about what goes 011outside us or
about the essence' of thmgs, exeept what is in 'our miDds. '!bat is why in Murphytbe
protagonisı tries to eapethe pain'otpbys1cal exiatenceby fleeiqg intotbe freedom of
mental.exis~"wbichwouldenable;him tcHave himselt withan inteI1ectuallove.
Sinee physical and mental existerıce areconSidertd tcH.aHyseparate,tbere should be no
reison whyone can not achievb flawleasmicrocosmiclif., but is Murphy prOfesthis la
notbing but anilbı.ionary hope" becauS4tinrelatiQl1 to ıhe outside world, tbe mind la
wortb 'notl\ing and it is c~pletely impotent and tberefore, as R.N.Coe saya" "It Iı
Notbine: a Notbin, ,foreverturned inward, enwıapt in cont,mplation of itse1f.tt 3

i -. .,'

"on ,tbe'other hand, GeuUncxbeliettes tbatlbiod can.baYea valuewitbin itself if it
'atands,in BomeretatlOnto God and if.Ood il remo,edlt is tben,thatthe mind is nothiJıl,
lt is on this point that Beckeıt and Gedlibdt do 1$0tMtDl to be in agreement. Beckett
repla~Geulincx's "divbı8 ~ni&m" by a Sllpematuıal or nıore speeifically, bf 811
.~o&ogical determinism, but witlı his USllalltony he merses thecorrespondenee bet-
weeoman and bis stars andsaya inMurphy'~

They were hifrstaıs,'his, w18tbepriorsysı.m.,He bad been p1oject,d, LarVaIand
, duk, on the sky oftlıat regıettabl.hour .,011' a screen, nıagnilied, and clarlfted

into hiS own m_ing. Dut lt \'/811hitınıeaning.4 i'
.

Another polnt that Beckett doelnot fôUoWin,tJıe Geu1inexıanphliaophy la the
ideas of birtband suicide.Aaopposedto Beckett'. regret fQt being bom..Oeultııcx
belleves in the ,necessity of birth because it la the beginDiııgof thi. ..ıd tlıerefca he
saya that man must riOtregret tılsbeing bom. As'anatural resultof his views on blrth
GeuUneit never forgives.suieide, whems Beckett's Murphy i8 coıtstant1ycp~pied
witlı the ideaofsuicide. '.

. '. ';

,
,
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Beckett's, bence Murpby'. beliet that.mm 'la bOm to 8Uffer"and tbetr cuı-tne of
tb8 mmıeııt of blrthaeems toStemfrom SCbcıpe,nbaUeı.who says ,that "man's corı-
ceptioiı is ~ criıbe,bis birtha pellÜty, bilitfe a ıaboui\ atıddeath aneceQity~"SAt tbis
'point it is aI80 worthmnemberiqHeidtuer8Jjd blac<ılceııtot "ae1Vorfenheit", that
ia,of man being tJmısı lnto the univmeto $U(f~anc;raperience isôlation. This is.the
undeılying tbenıe that keepsconthıgtip iDMu,.phy. Slace Lite is"a tukto be done"6,
tbereis "notiıingtiıthe world to WhicheveryriwıbU a more unassaUableatie than to
his own life and peıson,"7 Tberefore, ..ieide is not a crime but is aornftbingcommerı-
dable because it is sioülar .to putting an endto ..ntıh~by wakiıqı\tp~Fuitbemıoıe,
SIlicide is an atte.mpt toretum to the bI~1 8I)d happy~knessman es behind
when heis'.'tbn1st~ bıto tbe worldfl(Ç tbe motber's wOinb.'lbistiıne it is a retum'to
thewoınbof themotbHeartb. '.'

!
. .

. Anotbeıimporilntf1ıu~~hOl8.ide"~to .e ı--ted "tt'. Murph;y
il Pıouşt. Bec'kettw.. !tJ)" ~uch int,~ted in.ct 1mPı9Atd~ .tb. PrOUIUanc~t
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of "tbat doubl,.b8aded m()DSter"of demılaUoa and ttOD-,TIme,"8 Beckett aiso
appeaıs to apet Wltlı ProuıttJıat "tbere is DOescaptDgtromthe hourS andtbe days"9
IDd babit andme,Jnory are,twoun1)~t1ea that bind.maD ,to ufe wblc!ialterrıateı'
betw_n pain and'boıecjom. ~.~, and effee.. of Time,~ buman life and the
seli are amdıg the dominatiqtbemeı of Murphy.

For 8eckett,ltfe in tbe t.emporalworld, "exeept wbenone'ı awarenesa of it is
deadeDed,by Habtt, is İaıIe1Y pabı(ul." i) 'So life in time iı IItheJNtrpetuaı.foliatiOn of
peıIoııality."u !n other wo«ts. one set of babitamuat4ie in oıderthat a new ..tma)'
replace it. '!berefare life altemates between ,tqe bored~ ofbabit and tbe pain of im"
mtdiacy.12~ite ıikely the soureeof this idea is ArtburScbopenbau.er and both Proust
and Beckett weıe indebtedto him just as many 'otIıerhriaian intenectuals were attbe
tiıne. it is a moot point wbether Beekett WIIIeYeri11flueııcedby Scbopenbıuer diiectly
or only indirectly throUghProuat.However, a e10sesqidy of Proust,Beckett and SCbopeıı'
bauer bave more in common than do Beckettand Pnıuşt. 'I'Ji,refore it would not be toO
preaımptiouıto claim that Beckett, was faırıiijarwltb Schopenbauer directiyand found
an affınity betweeıi Proust and Scbopenbauer asbtproved in bis esay on Prouıt.

Anotlıer tbeme' that Becke.tt and Prou.t bave in-common iı tbe "mutability of
88lf" but Beckett'ı tnatment ofthJatbemt is different from that of Prouat's.BeCkett
t~e. to show tbat ""veare imprisoned in tbis stif, wh1ıe, on the other band, the prison
itself is so tleati.ngand intangib1etbat we can DfNerlay bands on it.",13Therefore it is
yer)' diffıcult toknoW oneselfeomp1etely, it it ls at aUpouibl" it can be diwed only
ata Wticular moment and even tllen very briefly.' , '

. . ı .

'Ibe tbem8$ of the futillty of laveand frJendsbip,tbefailure of conununicatioıı,
"the beliefthat sufferiqis the one force pOWflfulenouıtı to establi8b'evenin tbe teeth
of time, tbe identityof the self"14 appeir botb in Proost andBeckett, proviq amutual
...ment ,on tbeae point&. in Murpby, ~ett like Proust,is in search of a solutiOnto
tbequestion:

.
,

\

"How am İ, ,an . -temporal being bnprisoned in time and space, to escape from
my impriS()nment,wben UnıJw that outside spaceand timelies Notblng' and that
I, Intbe ..Itimate dep1;Jısofmy reality, am Notbiq aIsa?"]s

,\

That is wby Bec:kett writes bı ıevoit in ProWlt, "Tbe mortaı miçrocosm cannot '

foqive the relative ıınm~ity ,of tbe macroc<ı&m"16 and drlves bis idea home \Vitlıa
metapbor: "The Wbisky bears a gıudge .pinattbe ~ter."r1

Dante is anotberiınporf:Nıt tbinker ,wbo deErves mentionln connection \Vitb
'Beckett',s Murphy,.'Beckett'badbeCome familiar'\ViQı"Dante'ş Divıne,'CQnıedywbile still
at Trinlty Col1egein Dui)lln, andhis earlYwork., IndUdiniMurphy contaln several com-
ments on and,ı-ferencesto this work.18 if not to ~bewbole of it, at least to tbe Purga-
tona. ' "

,

Dante bad pıesented a' world inbis Divine Canı,dy,' whicb wastberetıeetion of
the medieval wOrld view. To' the ~edi ı ınind the w~d was orderly and compıelutn.
sible.a18f1ectionQf the ordertobefOUDdin botiı tIJe uıwaı..d IA1petnaturale1ements
of the uair8118.Of coUllM!,' iıı tJaIa vtew Dldte Y(I8 DOt alotie. He WII fq1lowiııg Tbomıs
Aquiıııı, to wboln..,-thlngiı- *~eıae bA~.bierlrcbic andtlxedwder, not to be

" . i
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. diarbed, by any .outside.rdNe,. beeau8e...it &iped..by Ood;.whoWll-ıı aU-1Q81'ci-
tul, aU.88tinıandaU.:compreh.DliyeGod.11ıis.. ..notonly appliqbletoman'ı
daUyute~t allO to bispolitical ıite.Ji&.the~ of or. and lts em-preseııce 'wis
to be foundbotb In nature andinaooı.ty, wlticb,;w...ttie expiN8ionofthe.,eonceptot
harmony,and hence of unity. Slncemua waiFa pirtôfthi. orderly Uaheneand oc.
cupied the middle position,he had to follôwthe mw ôfunlversa1 order. 'lbia meant tbat
there w. harmony, therefore a UnltY ~tweenlıis body and soul .anclldsexistence
depended u}ton the uıılty of tbetwo. In Dente's univeıae.the sout i81n barınonJ \tith
~e body and the man.islnhartnody wlththe univ.ue.

,I Beckett'ııworld, on the ot;er band, isjUattheoppoelte. 'lbeıe is no universal
order, no' God.'lbenı is nC)harmony betWeeo,;rDU uıdthe UDivene, between man and
soclety or betwefn man and hisdL Beckett's men aıeloat il1aaunintel.U.ble uDiYerse,
fomer seeting a.meantftg to life, to their exıateı-andtı1ing to answer sucb questlonı
as "Who am I?" "Where am 11,""Wby?" "How'l"AJcHtıeBeekettian b~, .,typical 20tb.
century man, has a strong 'desire andn~tof"ıada ınfanInl.tobiseXiıtence and to see
the order tbat exi$ted in Dante's wor1d. Anotbet':reasQl1for this deeply'lelt idea of
"EXistence" max be, found in Beckett'frO)Vnorijin. Beingand Anglo-Inıılunanbe realiz-
ed that he ,belonge\fto neik'world and be bim$elf had. to answ«the Important
question, "Who am I?". Af ter tbeQrst early short:st~andprosepieces, 14urphy ls ~
fint explo~tion of this qUeıtion.

\ ,

BeJides the posşlble i.ence B8.ckettı-t.ve4fromDant.e on the eoncept of
. "Existence"" certain ~teian characterı hawı fqun4 tiııeirWıy intoBeckett'i worb. For

example, in the novel Murphy, tbere is reterence to BelacqUa.19'Ibe name "Be1acqua"
appeared iD.thefourttı can.toof ı>.nte'liPurgatoriQ.Iııtbişeanto,wbenVirgi1 andDante
arrivedat a terrace, aftera diff,ieu1tc1iıı.b, they founda grqup Of,llstlessspiritabehind.
roçk. One of tbem was Belacqua,wbo bad,beeaeondeı-edto stay in ~gato~ and
spend. there ijıe same' ımount of time he ~d:)V'..ı on ea,th withoUt~ntance.
Belacqua was in a spiritually indolent condition &adthis coııdition of inertia,istbe kind
Murptıy would like to achieve ~othat)ıe can come aliye in his mjnd to baye .bsolute
r.eedom. Beckett ca1Is,thisstatel'''BelaC<ıUablislf.However, it isin:ı.possibleto ıemain in
'thiş condition 1001. One,basei rto~i dow-ı to,HeIl, whicb to~kett.lssoCiety and
the outs

.

, ide world, or else, aSCe
,

.
. .'

to Paradise,w
.

'
biel.ı. apinaccordlııg t

,

o Becket
,

t, is tbe
min~. So, to him, this Purgato .al state is the exp~ssion of life. As it ls revealed in
Murphy, both Purgatory anet ~dise areUlus<>ryconeepts..ıd tbe only reality from
wbich .man can,not get away, i

:
Hell, that Is the. maerocosın. Tbeıefote, it can be said

witbout Msitatlon thattM .con '.tion of Beekeft'
,'~'

nıan'lnJlurgatory ıınd bis con~e~tof

ParadiseandReliare a}together fferentfromth_ of te's man.
'

, . i
Furtlıermoll!, Bepkett'sp 'pıtion witbthe .,with times and num~n in

Murphy is explaitıed byJ.Flet .. a "leamed'imitati n of'n.nte".2O 'lbis preoccupa.
tionınay allObe exp1a1nedhı ıma of tbe ~ev.ıw d vi~wbieh bad itainfhıence
on BeckettthrougbDante.ACe ~ to themeclev8ı ' . t, ıtaraobcıyedtbecüvine
law of Providenceand by tbis o .ence they affected Ilvea'of meIL 1bis maybe the
reason for Beckett's ıDterestin .ce1estialbodles..ıındf r the conatantreference to the.
poııitionof the8e in Murph)' eYe tiıne tı-ie iS a C:haD8entbell,.,.of~. '

, .1

,JohnMeteher... aaotbtt iiıfluence,of Daate... . '.Murpl&)I.ndthat,isin
connectionwith the D.Umber~!lc

,

bsptersthenov«hU. Ret6. beII...tb8t tb.'tbk-
, "wen-cbaPar divlııioa oftben~ is aR 'echo oU1tethi --tıuies that "a bet-. ~ i
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ween the Nativity and the yıu ofİ)ante~s jcMıtney ()utre-t~mb" .21 However, the number
of cbaptels In Murphy and Beekett'ıpreoc:cupatlon, in most of. bis workl,witb tbe
lettel M, whiçbis the thlrteeıitbJetteriD tiıt aiı*bet, marbavdts explanationin tbe

.

Jewlsb.calender, whicb lsa lunal caıender, Every three yeus theıe is ilcthirteentb montb,
conststing of tbe tefl; over da,. from uıe previou. yem, and it isadcMd between Adar
(February-March) and Nisan (Mardı.Apri1). Moreover, accordingtotlıe Gıeek calender,
because of an' interworking öf'1unar and.. inovements, the sUnwas cQDSIderedto be
goiug through tbirteen monthly' stage..

j
"hegimiing at. tl1e winteı lOlıtice when tbe days

lengtJıen againaftertheirloı.g autumnaı declhıe".22. aBd thenmaving'to Spring and
Summer and tben back to A~tumn.'Ibe caleoder,lik. tife itSelf, fonowsa circular pat-
tem and comeı backJowbere it bas"stanec:l.'!bis may .bethe reaıon wby the book iıı
divided ioto tbirteen cbapten. What ı. ınoıe, .~~ding.to Greek Mytbology. the ex.tra
daygained.from the SOLU~ar by the "'th'.",oiution ar.oundthe SUDW811put bet-
ween the first and tbe thlrteenth months and this day was considered to be the most
important day becaUse on this day "the tribal~Yınph chose tbesacred king. usually th~
winn.er of a race, awrestling match. or.8ıı .arclıerYc:ontest.II.23

.
Thisfact may he consi-.

dered as a furtber interpretation for tbe exi.stenC8of the tbirteentb cbapter, esp.ıcia8y
~hen it is rememberedthat this last çbapter is devatedta Celia, MUıPhy's mistress.

Doubüess, the list of influeDe8$onaeckett can be ex.tendedinfinitely and b~can
he UnItedwith .Spinoru, Leibniz,~WiWamJames, ~ud. JOyce, Dostaevsky,: Katka, Na-
"kav. Conrad. to name lut a few, ~seh~ is a learn.ıdman and that iswby George
Devine24 said, afterhe,spent half an bour in Beekett's apartment in Paris:

.

In. thatbalf. b~ I felt. I wlli in. toucb
.
with aIt the greatstreams of European

thougbt and litera~ from Dante onwards. I just knew about all tbat by contact
witb this extraotdinary .mind andpoetic:: ~ön; -at thesametime soricb and so
simple.2S

. Doto~d=~~:a:r~=~tBer:::inı::~~u;::ıı:=~:t ı:o~~ı:
and myt;bological a8uslons.'lberefore no encyc::lo.pedia,no colJ,ection ofbook..' can
provide enougb infomıationtc) interpret the ridcle bis works-present.Evetythlnghe bas
read meqed witb. his ownexperiences andgot S)'l)iheııizedin the ıD1ndof this sensitive
intel1ectualand foundexpression in the fono of ideııs at once famnia1andunfamBiar.
The following, an'interview with Qabrlel d'Avbaredıillu.stratesthis point neaüy:

:
.'0 one aometim8$wondersiftbe preoccupationwithtbe problemof Being

.

posed btthe existentialistsmigbtnot bea key toyOUı'warks...'
.

- Tbere ~ nokey,.tbereisnopro~m. ,If the subjectol my novelscouldbe
expreased in phn~phic terms. r d have bad 'nore8ll0n, to write. them.

- And wbat WG8your reesonfor .writing them?
- I dOp't know anytingaboot it. I &mnatan intellectual.J.am amy a sensi-

biUty.26
. .

Beckett says nothiDg definiteiy; bis'favouriteworq is llperbaps;'and therefore bis ''''--
works are open.to vari~s inteipretatioDS. Therefore as one critic27 Said once, each
critic at~mpting to write about Beckett's worksis writing about bims8f. revealllı, his
own miDd.not,Beekett's.

. ,
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MOTEa

1,- Leibniz, by WbomBcckettwasdo inf1tteaced, _out dıe_e let of clockı to expıeu his
idea of dıialitybııt pves aa ıefer~c:e to GeulIn<::x.

<

2- "Gculinex", Tiıt .Eıacydopedla. of Mosopla)' ed. ıı-ıı Ed",aıds(New Y or~ Mac MiU~ md the

F~ P~ 1967), VOL,8, pp. 823-325.< ,.' . .,' .'
,

SO R.N. Coe. "BaıoQ!le Ratioııaliam", Bcc.tt(!dintı.ır~ ııad Londorl, OOver and Boyd, 1968),
~m, ' .

'

4- . Samuel Beckett,~"",y, (London, ealderand 8oyar..1969), p. 126.
5" Schopenhauer,"On Human Nature", The' ~ .Sc:taopaiQuer(~don, Unwin Boob,

1962),p. 118. .
6-' Schopenhauer, "On the &iffering ofthcWorıd", Tlte EAcatial'Sc:Iıopeab8uer, p~8.
7- Schopenhauer,"OnSuicide".The!MatW ~",,_,p. 9S.
8- Sıııriuel Betkett. P&'Cııut-4, 1'Ia_ DIaJopClwidi Geoqıit' Du.~ (LOndOn. Calder and Boyan,

1970), p. 1ı.
' '

9- Ibid,p. 13.
"10- Eugı:ne .wcbb,~eI 8Ccktt: A s.4Yof HiaNıWcI8{Seattle and,London, t)'niverıity of

Washingtonhas, 1970), P. 28. '

11- Sam~cI Beckctt, ProaJt,Jh 13.
12- Webb, op. cit., p. 29.
U. William B&ı1'ct. "the .works of Beckett Hold Qucsto an Intri&\!i~ Ri4dlc", Samrday &cview

14. ~~~h:~ıu:; :~:le!!~'c~tt,P'IS:,

.
'

15-lbid, p. 18.
16- S. Bceket t, hOlıst, p. 21.
17- Ibid, P. 21. . ,
18. one of Seck.en'. short ıtories is cal1ed "Dant,e and the Lob,ıer" and,one of his early CllaY',

"Dantc... Bnın~ Vic~.. Joyce." , ,

19- , In reallife he was a I1ute makednllorence and. was,a~ndot Danie's, Bdacqua ~i weıı.
known for his indolenee and lethargy. ' ' :

20. John Flctcher, Samuel Bec:kett'ı Art. (~ondon, Chatto and Winc:hıs. 1967), p. 116.

21- lbid. .' .
2.2- tt. Gravcs. The Grak MytholosY. (MiddtClex;ED8Iand,Penguiıı Booo ltd., 1966), Vol. 1,

p.16. "
'. "-

,

23~ lbid.
24- Englim actÔfand producer.
25-,' "GcorgeDevinc: Last Tribute." &eckU at60;A<FeftIc1dft. ed. Jo.Iın c.ıder (Lonc1on,Ca1der

andBoyars,1967). po 9'9.
..

.
26- Ouotedby J.D. O'Han. td. 'i'weatiedı Qa1Uıy ..~ of MolIoy, MIIOae "','Ike

Unıwnalıle, (Englewood, N.J.. ~ticc -Ha,U,19'10). p.9.
.

27- Tom Driver., !
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