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Magnetic resonance imaging in a patient with retained shotgun pellets: avoid

second shot

Eski Atesli Silah Yaralanmasinda MRI Gériintiileme, ikinci Kez Ates Etmeyin
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To the Editor,

A 70-year-old man presented with rectal blee-
ding. Sigmoidoscopy detected a vegetating
mass in rectum, biopsy of which showed ade-
nocarcinoma. Chest and abdominal computed
tomography (CT) and pelvic magnetic resonan-
ce imaging (MRI) was ordered for staging. But
chest x-ray of the patient which was taken for
preoperative anesthesia consultation detected
multiple well-circumscribed opacities in thorax
wall and left arm (Figure 1). Personal history of
the patient revealed surviving after attempted
murder with a pellet shotgun 20 years ago and
those opacities were the retained pellets. The-
refore MRI was cancelled and pelvic CT was
ordered instead. Ferromagnetic foreign bodies
are potentially hazardous for MRI. Interaction
of the magnetic fields with such objects can
lead to trauma due to movement of the object
in the magnetic field or thermal injury from
heating of the object. MRI induced migration of
a retained intraocular foreign body secondary
to gunshot pellet trauma was reported previo-
usly (1). Obtaining a detailed history and simply
ordering an x-ray is crucial in suspected cases.
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Figure 1. Chest x-ray of the patieht detected multip-
le well-circumscribed opacities in thorax wall and
left arm.
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