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I — GIRIS :

14 Ekim 1960'm geg¢ saatlerinde, Dogu Ekspresi Erzurum Garinda
durdu. Iki yorgun Amerikali, Ankaradan iki giinliik bir yoleuluktan son-

ra nihayet sagkin bir vaziyette trenin son vagonundan indiler. Bu iki Ame-
rikali Fenske ailesi idi.

Bizi karsiliyacak olan kimseyi bulmak i¢in etrafa bakindik, fakat kim-
seyi bulamadik. Ingilizce konugan kibar bir subay yardimimiza geldi ve
akabinde valizlerimizin caddeye dogru tasindigimi gérdiik. Caddeye ge-
lince otomobil yerine ath paytonlarla karsilaghik, Herkes bize gore acaib
bir lisanla konusuyordu. Burada, Atatiirk Universitesinde nicin vazife
almay1 kabul ettigimize ilk anda hayret etmekten kendimizi alamadik.

Zaman ve tecriibe herseyi degistirdi, Biz simdi Erzurum - Atatiirk
Universitesine, bizden bir parca olarak bakiyor ve Tiirkiye’yi ikinci va-

*)  1967-68 ders yil1 sonlarina dogru Erzurum Universitesinde Zirai
Ekonomi ve Sosyoloji dgretiminde bulunan Amerikalt Profesor, o6teden
beri ¢ok samimi miinasebetleri bulunan Iktisat ve I¢timaiyat Enstitiisii men-
suplar1 ile sekiz yillik Tiirkiye ikametine &it intiba ve hatiralarini, Dogu
Universitesi hakkindaki iimit ve digsiincelerini anlatmaga Enstitiice davet
edilmigti. Asagida bu davetin mahsulleri negredilmektedir.

Bu vesile ile Dogu'muzdaki en yeni Universite ile Batr'mizdaki en eski
Universitenin iki Kiirstisi arasindaki ilmi igbirligini Prof. Fenske'ye borclu
oldugumuzu sdylemek isteriz. Gerek Amerikan Profesériiniin Sekiz yil Mu-
hasebesine dair konugmasi, gerek biyografya ve bibliyografyasi, gerekse
Enstitiimiize mensub bir Profesirle bir dogentin ve ayrica Atatiirk Univer-
sitesi Sosyoloji dogentinin yurdumuza yakinda terkedecek olan Prof. Fenske
etrafindaki yazilar1 Dogu'da iz ve ¢igir birakmis bir ecnebi ilim adam ile
aralarindaki mesleki baghligi fikir tarihimize gec¢irmis bulunmaktadir.
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tammiz olarak diigiiniiyoruz. Bundan sonra Atatiirk Universitesi hakkinda.
kisa gahsi tecriibelerimize dayanan gériiglerimiz miisbet bir gekilde geli-
secekti.

II — UNIVERSITENIN KURULUSU

1637 lerde biiyiik Tiirk Lideri, Kemal Atatiirk Dogu Tiirkiye i¢in bir
Universite kurulmasini ileri siirmiistii. Bu kurulus memleketin biiyiik bir
kismim tegkil eden Dogunun kalkinmasma yardime:r olabilecekti, Bunun-
la beraber, kat'i bir hareket 1950°den evvel gerceklesemedi dolayisiyle
bu biiyiik liderin diisiincesi de tahakkuk edemedi. Atatiirk Universitesi
1937 senesinde bir kanunla gergeklesebildi.

Erzurum Universitesi 6gretime kapilarim 1958’in sonbaharinda 123
talebe ile acti. Bu tarihde Ankara'nin Dogusunda bulunan Tiirkiye'nin
yegine Universitesi idi.

Tu satirlarin yezary, 1960 senesinde A.ID. tarafindan ziral ckonomist
olarak Universiteye tayin edildi. Atatiirk Universitesinin kurulusuna ve-
gelismesine yardim, bu teskilatin bir vazifesi idi. Boylece Universite cev-
resinin kalkinmasina da yardim edilebilecekti. Nebraska Universitesi de-
vaktiyle bugiinkii Atatiirk Universitesi gibi kurulmustu.

Universitenin baghca gayeleri miinasebete giristigi kimselerin kiiltii-
rel, sosyal ve ekonomik seviyesini yiikseltmektir. Bu da ancak bolge hal-
kinmn ihtiyaclarimn tesbiti ile, uygun ve isliyebilecek formiillerin bulun-
mas1 ve problemlere tatbiki ve sonunda da bu faaliyet neticelerinin hal-
ka sunulmasi ile gerceklesebilir .

Universitenin daha ileri bir gayesi de talebelerini, kendi halkina kar-
s1 felsefi bir goriisle miicehhez kilmak ve talebeleri ziraatte kullanilan en
son teknik, ilim, is idaresi, edebi ve fenni sekilde yetigtirmekten ibarettir:.
Bunun yaminda yanminda gaye onlar kiiltiirel goriigiin enginligine terk
de degildir. Aksine, talebelere problemler karsisinda nasil diigiiniilecegi-
ni ogretir ve ilerdeki cahsmalarinda kargilagmalari muhtemel giicliikler
éniinde takinacaklan tavirlara yol gostermektedir.

Yukarida isaret edilen gayelere talebelerin ti¢ kisimli 6gretim  ve:
arastirma imkinlarinda vakif olabilmeleri icin Universitece calisilmistir.
10 senenin sonundaki dvruim. ivi bir baslangicla ise girisildigini gosteriyor.
Fakat ilerde halledilecek daha birgok mesele meveuttur .

III — BOLGE VE HALKI

Bize encok sorulan, bu Universitenin nicin boyle uzak ve tecrit edli-
mis bir bilgede kurulmasi idi. Cevabim sudur: Burada kurulmugtur. Giin-
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«ii ihtiya¢ buradadir. Bu, hakikaten dogrudur. Ciinkii ¢evre halkmmm eko-
nomik ve sosyal problemleri vardir. Bolge ¢ok genistir ve bundan evvel
hir Universite yakin veya uzak bolgede kurulmus degildir. Bundan dolay
Erzurum bir Universitenin hizmete girebilecegi en uygun bir yerdir.

19 Dogu Vildyetinin kapladigi alan Tiirkiyenin toplam yiiz 6lciimii-
niin % 28'idir. Yaklagik olarak Tiirkiye niifusunun % 20%si bu bolgede
vagar. 1965 niifus sayimi niifusun % 77'sini zirai niifus, 9% 23ii de
sehirde yasayan niifus olarak smiflandindmigtir. Burada ziraatin 6nemli
bir yer tuttugunu goriiyoruz.

1940’dan beri bolgede niifus % 67 nisbetinde artmistir. Toprak kay-
xnaklari artmadigindan niifusun artan tazyiki siddetlenmektedir.

Zirai niifus koylerde yagar ve her koy kapali bir sosyal iinitedir. Ge-
leneklerin de ddetlerin halkin giinliik yasayiginda biiyiik yeri ve tesiri
vardir. Degismeler yavas vlarak cevreden gelir.

Umumiyetle ekilen topraklar ufaktir ve kiigiik parcalar halindedir.
Eski an’anevi ziral metodlar kullanilmaktadir. Hayvan giiciinden fayda-
lanilir. Bu bolgedeki iiriin istihsali ekilen arazinin masraflarina  paralel
olarak artmaktadir. Her nasilsa ziraatte faydalamilan hayvanlarin sayisi
-ekilen topraklarin azalmasina ragmen gecen senelere kadar artmistir.
Gerek ziral mahsuliin hektar basina diisen payr ve gerekse hayvan {iriin-
lerinin hayvan bagina diisen verimi diisiiktiir.

Dogu Anadolu'nun Tiirkiyenin en az gelismis bélgesi olarak ifade
edilmesine ragmen Dogu Anadolu'nun hem begeri ve hem de tabii kay-
naklar bakimindan biiyiik gelisme potansiyeli mevcuttur. Atatiirk Univer-
sitesinin 6@retim, arastirma faaliyetlerinin mihim rolii vardir:

1 — Terbiye vasitasile zirai liderler yetigtirilmelidir,

2 — Aragtirmalarla bolgeyle ilgili ekonomik, sosyal ve kiiltiirel prob-
lemler ¢oziilmeli ve taninmalidir,

3 — Bulunan, aragtirmalar neticesinde elde edilen miisahadeler hal-
ka gotiriilmeli ve tatbik edilmelidir.

IV — BAZI HATIRALAR

Universitenin kuruldugu 1958’ den 1962'ye kadar siniflar okul Yina-
sinm asagl kisminda bulunuyordu. Bina iki genis simifi ve bazi kiigiik si-
yuflan ihtiva _ettiginden kullanigh ve itina ile yapilmig bir plim oldugu
soylenebilir.

Yazar 1960°da geldiginde 300 kadar talebe kayith bulunuyordu. Bu-
glin, 3 Fakiiltede mevcut talebe sayisi 2000 kadardir, Dar bir 6gretim
kadromuz vard: ve 6 ile 8 kadar Amerikali Profesorii ihtiva ediyordu.
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Tiirk 6gretim kadrosunun azhigmdan biitiin kurlar1 yapmak zor oluyordu..
Amerikali profesérler kurlart geng asistanlarm yardimlar ile yapiyorlaidi.
Belki, soylemeye liizum yok ama bu iyi bir organizasyon degildi. Fakat
o giinkii sartlar bunu gerektiriyordu. Bugiin kurlarin cogu kaliteli Tiirk
ogretim iyeleri tarafindan verilmektedir. Ben umumiyetle her some.tre
bir kur verirdim ve simdi de talebe ile alidkami devam ettiriyorum.

Bugiinkii talebeler 6nceki talebelerden daha genctiler. Gogu mezu-
niyeti miiteakip devlet dairelerinde miithim yerler isgal ediyorlar,

Ziral ekonominin birinci smifinda 80 kisi vardi. 1962°'de 76’st me7:n
oldu. Bu, belki de Tirkiye'de gelmis gecmis en biiylk zirai ekonomist
grubu idi. Tiirkiye'de nereye gitsem eski talebelerime rastlarrm. Bu kar-
stlama biz hocalar icin cok zevkli bir seydir.

Dogu bolgesindeki koyleri ziyaret etmek benim icin cok giizel bir
firsatti, Bir Nisan'dan 30 Haziran 1961c¢ kadar Orhan TURKDOGAN
ile yakin koylere 11 gezi yapilmisti. Karsim Molikan koylerinde Orhan
Bey'in yardimlan ile 5 giin gecirdik. Bu gezi Orhan Bey'in doktora tezi-
ne malzeme temini ile ilgili idi.

1961 yazimt koylerde tarla ziraatinin durumunu ve organizasyonunu
inceledim. 23 kdy ziyaret edildi. 3/4 somestre talebelerinden Aydm
TURKBAY ve Zekai BAYSAL bana arastirmada yardmer oldular. Onlar-
da Ingilizcelerini bu arastirmada gelistirdiler. Bolgede koylerin durumu-
nu ve tarla caligmalarim sirastyla 6grendim.

1962-63 ogretim senesinin 2. somestresinde yeni binaya naklettik..
Burada daha ¢ok odaya ve Kimya, Botanik, Zooloji ve diger branslarla
ilgili bir laboratuara sahip olduk. Bu tarihten itibaren devamlt olarak
agac dikimi alanmda yayilma ve ilerlemeler oldu. Bugiin binalarimiz ¢icek
ve agaclarn bilyiimesile Erzurum’a Batidan gelen herkes icin sasirtict birr
manzaraya sahiptir.

Fakiilte gelismektedir. Mesel4, ziral ekonomi alaninda ben buraya
geldigimde Amerika’da bulunan bir asistan vardi. Bugiin kendisi Profe-
sordiir ve kistm sefidir,

Simdi ziral ekonomide kadro 14 ogretim iiyesinden miitesekkildir.
Bunlarm 8'i Universitenin eski talebelerindendir. 8i ATD/Nebraska prog-
ramma gore yetistiriliyorlar. 2’si halen Amerika’da doktora yapmak icin
ve diger ikisi de ihtisas i¢in calgiyorlar. Ogretim iivelerinin cogalmasr
ve yetismesi bana biiyiik bir memnuniyet veriyor, Hicbir yerde gretim
iiyeligi icin geng kimseler bulunamiyor.

Senelerden sonra ziral ekonomi kisminda 12 aragtirma projesi meyda-
na gelmisdi. Bu projelerde 183 koy incelenmek icin ziyaret edildi ve 750
ciftci ile is birligi yapilmistir.
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Benim en enteresan seyahatimi asistan Giilten ile Erzincan'in Kaba-
tas koyiine yaptim. Jeep'imizden indikten sonra iki saat at iistiinde giizel
dag manzaralarini seyrederck gectik. Koyde 5 giin kalip koyden disariya
olan gocii etid ettik.

Istanbul Universitesi Sosyoloji Kiirsiisiinden Prof. Dr. Findikoglu ile
yakin temasta bulunmak bana biiytik zevk veriyordu. Kendisinin Dogunun
problemlerine kargs: alikas: derindi. Ayrica Ankara Universitesi Zirai Eko-
nomi Kiirstistinden Prof. Dr. Kizzim KOYLU ile de beraber calismak be-
nim icin bir gerefdi. Kendisi Ziraat Fakiiltesinin Dekantdir, Bunun yanin-
da diger meslektaslarm: da zikretmek gerekir. Biitiin bunlara ilaveten
Ziraat Bakanhg1, gerek Ankara ve gerekse tagra teskiliti ve Ziraat Bankasi
ile birgok temastm olmustur. Biitiin bu arkadaglarin higbiri unutulmaya-
caktir. Bilhassa Atatiirk Universitesindeki yakin arkadaglarim da, Ameri-
ka’ya donecegimiz glinlerin yaklastigr su sirada ifade etmek isterim ki,
vine unutulmayacaklardir.

Akla gelen diger hatiralart burada ifadeye imkénlar miisaade etmi-
yor. Bazilar: suk@itu hayale ugratici olan hatiralardir, bazilart aci.. Bir ikisi
hos gidici degil. Fakat biittin olarak, memnuniyet verici ve hog hatiralarm
coklugu terazinin agirhgm bu tarafa dogru kaydinyor.

V — NETICE

Atatiirk Universitesi 10 senelik hayatinda cok gelismeler gosterdi ba-
z1 geylerin natamam olmasma ragmen sunu hatirlamahy'z ki 10 sene bir
Universitenin hayatinda kisa bir siiredir. Maamafih dogu Anadolu halk-
na hizmet etme bahtiyarhg: daima hatirlanacaktir.

Atatiirk Universitesinde vazifeli Amerikalilarm zihinlerinde yaln'z
bir arzu ve istek vardmr, o da gelismekte olan bir Universiteye yardim ve
onu cevreleyen halka hizmeti kendilerine, vazife saymak. Zaman zaman
Fakiiltede. goriigler arasimda farklar dofmus olmasma ragmen bu farklar
kiiltiir  fark: seklinde diistiniilebilir,

Ben ve Hanmmim buradaki caligmalarimizdan memnun  kalmisizdrr.
Zannederiz ki Atatiigk Universitesinin gelismesine. iler'emesine kiiclik de
olsa bir yard'mimiz olmustur. Yakinda avrilacagimiz icin tizgiiniiz. Fakat
8 senelik bir ayriliktan sonra vatanimiz ve ailemiz de bizleri beklemek-
tedir.

Ceviren : Mustafa E. ERKAL




EIGHT YEARS AT ERZURUM - ATATURK UNIVERSITY

By

Le J. FENSKE
Professor of Agricultural Economics,
Ataturk University

I — INTRODUCTION

In the late evening of October 14 1960 the Eastern Express came
to a steaming halt in Erzurum railway station. Two tired, dustry, and
bewildered Americans descended from the last car of the train, after
having traveled the better part of two days from Ankara through the
rugged Turkish countryside. The Fenskes were those two Americans.

We looked around for our fellow countrymen who were to meet, us,
but we found no one.A kind Turkish army officer, who spoke English,
came to our rescue and saw to it that our bags were carried to the street.
Arriving at the street, we found horse-drawn taxis instead of cars. Ever-
yone was speaking in a tongue that came strange to us. Then and there we
wondered why we had ever accepted a position at Atatiirk University.

Time and experience changes everything. We now look upon Ataturk
University as a part of us, and consider Turkey as our second home. The
following is a short personal account of bur experiences at Itaturk Uni-
versily with some overall impressions.

11 — THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

As early as 1937, Kemal Ataturk. the great Turkish leader, proposed
a university for Eastern Turkey. which would aid in the development
of thnt vict sector of the nation. However. it was not until the early 1950's
that definite action was taken to bring his vision into reality. Ataturk
University was established by statute in 1957,
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Ataturk University oprened its doors in the Fall of 1958 whit 123 stu-
dents in attendance, At that time it was the vnly university in Turkey
cast of Ankara.

The writer arrived in 1960 to join the University of Nebraska/A I1.D.
Contract Team as an Agricultural Economist. It is the function of this
group to assist in the establishment and development of Ataturk Uni-
versity, so that the University will make a definite contribution to the
overall development of the area which it serves. The Uuiversity of Neb-
raska has been associated with Ataturk University since its inception.

The University's primary objective is to raise the cultural, social and
economic level of all persons with whom it comes in contact. This can
only be done by discovering the needs of the people, by discovering
workable and adequate solutions to the problems encountered, and by
bringing such results to the people through extension and other activities.

A further objective of the University is to develop in its students
a philosophy of service toward their fellow men. It aims to train them
in the latest techniques used in agriculture, science, business, literature
and medicine, but not to the exclusion of the broad cultural aspects of
life which make life worthwhile. It aims to teach students how to think
through the problems that they will constantly be faced with upon comp-
letion of their formal training.

In order to gain the above objectives a three-fold program of teac-
hing, research and extension is being developed by the University at

the end of ten years a good beginning has been made, but much work lies
ahead.

HI — THE AREA AND ITS PEOPLE

-A question often asked of the writer is, “Why was Ataturk University
located in such a remote and isolated area?” My answer is, “The need
is here.” This is indeed so, because the people are here and they have
their problems-social and economic. The area is large and had not been
previously served by a nesarby university. Therefore, Erzurum is a good
location for a university dedicated to service.

The 19 most easterly provinces' comprise about 28 percent of the
total land area of Turkey. About 20 percent of the total population of

1) Nineteen provinces are used in this report. Others may select a
different delineation for Eastern Turkey.
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Turkey live within this area. The 1965 Census of Population classified
the population as 77 percent rural and 23 percent urban. Thus we see
the importance of agriculture.

The area has experienced a 67 percent increase in population since
1940. Land resources have not increased and the population pressure upon
the land has become increasingly acute.

The rural people live in villages and each village is a close-knit so-
cial unit. Traditions and customs play a big part in the daily living of the
people. Changes come slowly in such an environment.

In general the farm are small and fragmented, Old traditional
methods of framing prevail. Power is mostly supplied by oxen. Crop
production has been increasing in this area at the expense of pastures.
However, livestock numbers have increased in recent years even though
pastures have decreased. Both crop yields per hectare and livestock yields
per head are relatively low.

Although Eastern Turkey is often characterized as the most under-
Jeveloped region of Turkey, it has a great potential for development-de-
velopment of both human and natural resources. Ataturk University has
an important role to play through its teaching, research and extension
activities:

IV — SOME RECOLLECTIONS

From the opening of the University in 1958 through 1962, classes
were held in a downtown school building. The building contained only
two large classrooms, therefore it took careful planning for classroom
use.

When the writer came in 1960 there were about 300 students enrolled.
Today the student body numbers about 2,000 in three faculties.

At the outset we had a small staff, including from six to eight Ame-
rican professors, It was difficult to teach all the cources because of a

1) Through teaching the future rural leaders must be developed.

2) Through research the pressing economiec, social and cultural prob-
lems of the area must be identified and solved.

3) Through extension the findings of research must be carried to the

people for application.
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shortage of senior Turkish staff. The American professors taught courses
with the aid of an interpreter, usually young assistants. Needless to say,
this was not the best arrangement but one born out of necessity. Today
most courses are taught by qualified Turkish staff. T usually teach one
course per semester now to keep contact with the students,

The early students were a little older than the present-day students.
Many now, after graduation, are occupying important positions in various
governmental agencies.

The first entering class in Agricultural Economics numbered 80 stu-
dents. Seventysix graduated in 1962, probably the largest group of Agri-
cultural Economist at one time from any university in Turkey before or
since. Wherever I go in Turkey, I usually run across some of my former
students. It is a pleasure to do so.

It has been my opportunity to visit many villages in Eastern Turkey.
For the period April 1-June 30, 1961, my quarterly report states, “Eleven
field trips were made to nearby villages with Orhan Tiirkdogan.” Five
days were also spent in the Molikan villages in Kars assisting Orhan bey
‘with the collection of data for his doctoral thesis. -

The summer of 1961 was spent on a village survey collecting data
on farm power and farm organizations. Twenty-three villages were visited.
Two third-year students, Aydin Tiirkbal and Zekai Baysal, assisted me
‘with the survey. They also learned much English from me during our
summer tohether. In turn I learned about village conditions and the
farming practices in the area.

At the beginning of the second semester in the 1962-63 school year
“we moved to the new campus. Now we had more room, and also a chance
to brganize laboratories in chemistry, botanyy zoology, plant science, soils
and other branches. From that date we have had a continual expansion
of physical plant. Today the campus buildings are in imposing sight as
one approaches Erzurum from the west.

The Faculty has developed. For example ,in Agricultural Economics
upon my arrival there was one assistant in America, Today he is a pro-
fessor and Department Chairman,

There are now 14 staff members in Agricultural Economics Eight
are former Ataturk University students. Eight have or are receiving trai-
ning under the A.LD./Nebraska program. Two are presently in the

IR
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United States studying for the Ph. D. degree, and two others, studying,
for the M.S. degree. It has given me much satisfaction to see the <taff
grow and members develop. No finer young men can be found anywhere.

Throughout the years, the Agricultural Economics Department has.
carried on 12 research projects. In these projects 183 villages were visi-
ted and over 750 farmers contacted,

My most interesting village trip was with Assistant Giilten to Kaba-
tas village in Erzincan province. We rode horseback through beauriful
mountain scenery for two hours after leaving our jeep. We stayed in the.
village for five days studying out-migration.

It has been my pleasure to have close contacts with Professor Dr.
Findikoglu of Istanbul University, His interest in Eastern problems and
our University is very deep. It also has been my privilege to work with.
Professor Dr. Kazun Koylii of the Ankara University Agricultural Econo-
mics Department as well as his colleagues. He is the Dean of Agricultural
Economists in Turkey. In addition many contacts have been made in the-
Ministry of Agriculture, both in Ankara and the field, also in the Agri-
cultural Bank. None of the friends will be forgotten, nor will my close
friends at Ataturk University, upon our return to America.

Space does not permit recording the many more recollections that.
come to mind. Some are recollections of disappointments. Some are sad..
A few are unpleasant. On the whole the scale balances strongly in favor
of the pleasant and satisfying ones. )

V — CONCLUSIONS

Ataturk University has made much progress during its ten-year life..
Although much remains to be done, we must remember that ten years.
is a short span in the lifetime of a university., However, the challenge
and opportunity to serve the people of Eastern Turkey should be realized.

The Americans stationed at Ataturk University have been dedicated
people with only one interest in mind, that of helping to develop a uni-
versity to serve all people in the area. Although differences of opinions
have arisen from time to time, these can largely be attributed to the
differences in the cultures of two peoples.

The writer and his wife have enjoyed the work here. We hope we
have made a small contribution to the development of Ataturk University.
We shall regret to leave next June, but home and family call after an.

eight-year absence. " - * N )
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