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ABSTRACT

In its early stages, the Arabic writing system was distinguished by the
representation of consonants from spoken speech, while vowel sounds were
not represented at all. Long vowels received written representations in later
stages. However, short vowels remained without steady representation. The
written form of the Arabic language dispenses with short vowels in general.
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Some current Arab linguists have noticed that these ancient Arab linguists were influenced by the written form of the
language, neglected the spoken one, and believed that language is contained in the written symbols of letters, words,
and sentences. Therefore, they relied on the written form as a basis for research in their linguistic studies, which led to a
lack of clarity in their linguistic rules and judgments.

Current linguists believe this contradicts what has been confirmed by modern linguistic studies: the spoken language,
not the written one, is the real material being analyzed in linguistic studies. They argue that the rules and provisions that
are developed from the written language do not represent the linguistic reality. Therefore, they have called for adopting
the spoken language alone as the basis for research and study so that the results are scientific and in harmony with the
linguistic reality.

This study aims to show the impact that the written language had on the views of ancient Arabic scholars and their
oversights in their linguistic rules and judgments from a current point of view by analyzing examples of what the
predecessors left us of linguistic sources and texts at different linguistic levels.

Keywords: Arabic writing system, written and spoken language, consonants, long and short vowels, ancient and
contemporary linguists
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Arapca yazi sistemi, ilk glinlerinde tinstizlerin konusulan konusmadan temsil edilmesiyle ayirt edilirken, sesli harfler hig
temsil edilmedi. Daha sonra uzun ve ardindan kisa Unliiler daha sonraki asamalarda onlar icin yazili temsiller aldi; Kisa
olanlar sabit temsil olmadan kaldi. Arap dilinin yazili gériintisi, genel olarak kisa harekelerden vazgeger.

Bir grup cagdas Arap, eski Arap dilbilimcilerinin dilin yazili gértinttstinden etkilendiklerini, konusulan gériintiyt ihmal
ettiklerini ve dilin; yazi sembollerinin icerdigi harflerden, kelimelerden ve climlelerden olustuguna inandiklarini gérdiiler;
Dil arastirmalarinda yazili olani arastirma temeli olarak benimsediler; Kurallarinda ve dil hiikiimlerinde bircok yanilsamaya
ve netlik eksikligine dustdler.

Bu cagdaslar, bunun, dilbilim arastirmalarinda analizin gercek malzemesinin yazilinin degil konusulanin oldugu yéniindeki
modern dilbilim aragtirmalari tarafindan dogrulanan seyle gelistigini gérdiler. Yazi dilinden ulagilan tiim kural ve hikiimlerin
yanlis oldugunu ve dil gergekligini yansitmadigini gorddiler. Vardiklari sonuglarin ve yargilarin bilimsel ve dilsel gergeklikle
uyumlu olmasi icin arastirma ve inceleme icin yalnizca konusma dilinin temel alinmasi gerekliligini dile getirdiler.

Bu calisma, yazi dilinin eski Arap dilbilimcilerin algilari Gzerindeki etkisini ve onlarin dil kurallarinda ve yargilarinda
dustikleri yanilsamalari, bir grup ¢agdas Arap’a gore, eskilerin bize biraktigi gesitli seviyelerden metin ve kaynagi 6rnek
gostererek sunmayi amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap yazi sistemi, yazi ve konusma dili, tinstizler, uzun ve kisa sesliler, eski ve cagdas dilbilimciler

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Since its invention, writing has gone through stages of development until it generally arrives
at the common practice of assigning one symbol to one sound. The journey of writing began
by simulating what is in nature based on drawing pictures of visible objects, “the image stage,”
and this is the oldest kind of visual expression of audible speech. At a later stage, it developed
into the so-called “symbolic image stage,” when humans used images of a tangible object to
convey an abstract meaning, such as drawing a man carrying a weapon to denote an enemy.
Then followed the “syllabic stage,” in which a symbol indicates a single syllable instead of a
whole word, as in using the “enemy” image to indicate the “e” letter and the ship to indicate
the “s”. Then came the “alphabetic stage,” which is considered the most developed stage. It
was a long journey until humans were able to free themselves from written systems that require
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knowledge of hundreds of images as well as the words of the language, to now use a simpler
system consisting of a limited number of symbols, each representing a specific phonemic unit

Written Arabic’s representation of phonetic symbols is mostly limited to consonants. Ancient
Arabs used the «s» and the «s» symbols to express the sounds of the long vowels in addition
to their work as half vowels. The «)» symbol was only for expressing a long vowel, and they
used other symbols for the “hamza” sound, which are,”s*.«5» and,”» At a later stage, Arab
linguists would develop written representations for short vowel sounds, but they remained
without steady representation for a long time except in limited, specific cases.

Although some linguists have considered the absence of the vowels’ written representation
to be a deficit, another group has justified this absence and noted that it is not limited to Arabic
writing alone, but includes Semitic writing systems in general, as Semitic languages show a
clear bias toward consonants and lean on them more than vowels. Therefore, Semites have
usually contented themselves with just representing consonants. Others have even defended
this non-representation and attributed it to the morphological and grammatical system features
in Semitic languages. Still others attribute this absence to economical motives, as they see that
the first author corresponded with the linguistic characteristics and reduced the effort expended.

However, another group of modern Arab linguists considers the absence of the vowels’
written representation to be a weakness. They believe that ancient Arab linguists were influenced
by the written form of the language, neglected the spoken one, and believed that language is
contained in the written symbols of letters, words, and sentences. As a result of that belief,
they relied on the written form as a basis for research in their linguistic studies which led to a
lack of clarity in their linguistic rules and judgments. Current linguists believe this contradicts
what has been confirmed by modern linguistic studies: the spoken language, not the written
one, is the real material being analyzed in linguistic studies. They argue that the rules and
provisions that are developed from the written language do not represent the linguistic reality.
Therefore, they have called for adopting the spoken language alone as the basis for research
and study so that the results are scientific and in harmony with the linguistic reality.

This study aims to show the impact that the written language had on the views of ancient
Arabic scholars and their oversights in their linguistic rules and judgments from a current
point of view by analyzing examples of what the predecessors left us of linguistic sources
and texts at different linguistic levels.
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