ABDELALIM BOUFATAH / Sarkiyat Mecmuast Sayt 30 (2017-1) 1-16

MODERN DIiLBIiLiM CALISMALARI ISIGINDA
IBN HALDUN’DE DIiLBIiLIMSEL TERIMLER

Abdelalim BOUFATAH"

Oz: Bu makale Ibn Haldun’un modern diller 1s181nda dilbilim terimleri
alanindaki caligmalarini ele alir. Dilbilim alaninda ¢alisma yapan aragtir-
macilar, ibn Haldun’un sosyoloji ve tarih alanlarinda yeterliligine dikkat
¢ekerken onun bu alan disinda ilim ve sanat sahalarinda da 6nemli bir yeri
oldugunu dile getirir. Dilbilim arastirmalarinda Ibn Haldun’un ihtimam
gosterdigi en onemli konu terim meselesi olup iizerinde ¢aligtig1 alanlar
sunlardir: Dil, nahiv, belagat, beyan ve edebiyat vb. Bununla birlikte ibn
Haldun, dilbilim terimlerinin ve onlarin kullanildigt alanlarin gelismesine
onemli katkilar saglamigtir. Bu makalede, modern dilbilim ¢aligmalariyla
karsilastirarak Ibn Haldun’un dilbilimine terimsel olarak bakis agisini ve
bu alandaki krymetli katkilarini ele alacagiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Terim, Dilbilim, Ibn Haldun, Nahiv, Dil Bilgisi,
Beyan, Belagat.

THE LINGUISTIC IDIOM TO IBN KHALDOUN
WITHIN MODERN LINGUISTIC STUDIESE

Abstract: This article deals with the study of linguistic idiom to Ibn
Khaldoun in the light of modern linguistics. Ibn Khaldoun’s name is very
recurrent in the fields of sociology and history, and after all, the searcher
in the field of linguistics finds a significant presence of him in all kinds
arts and sciences as well as language sciences. One of the most important
areas of the linguistic research in Ibn Khaldoun’s views is the idiom or the
concept to which he showed a clear interest by discussing several linguis-
tic concepts and idioms like language, grammar, rhetoric, literature... and
other current concepts in the Arabic language sciences. By doing that Ibn
Khaldoun has greatly participated in developing the linguistic idiom and
setting its indications in addition to showing the fields where it is applied...
this is what we shall discuss in this article which deals with Ibn Khaldoun’s
view of Language Sciences concerning the idiom, and the value of his ef-
forts in this area, in comparison with the modern linguistic lesson.

* Prof. Dr., Arap Dili ve Edebiyat1, Edebiyat ve Diller Fakiiltesi, Laghouat Universitesi, Cezayir
(abdelalimboufatah@yahoo.fr).
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Keywords: Idiom, language, Ibn Khaldoun, linguistics, modern, sci-
ence, grammar, literature, rhetoric, talent, inclination, diction, de Saussure,
Chomsky.
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SUMMARY

THE LINGUISTIC IDIOM TO IBN KHALDOUN
WITHIN MODERN LINGUISTIC STUDIES

Abdelalim Boufatah*

This research deals with the issue of Ibn Khaldoun’s linguistic idiom in the
light of modern linguistics. Ibn Khaldoun suggests many valuable linguistic
viewpoints, which can be used in developing and renewing the Arabic lingual
research.

One of the main concerns of Ibn Khaldoun is the linguistic idiom that we see
in his studying and discussing the linguistic issues of other linguists and gram-
marians. He presented several concepts and expressions that were with linguists
as ‘Context’ and ‘Speech’. These two concepts were known before by Al-Jahiz,
in addition to two other concepts that are “analysis” and “expression” and other
rhetorical and grammatical concepts.

Ibn Khaldoun speaks about “linguistics” and “philology”, he considers the
former wider and more inclusive than the latter, knowing that there is a difference
between modern linguists in these two concepts, some consider both of them as
one unit, whereas others differentiate between them.

Ibn Khaldoun uses also the concept of “Literature” as the fruit, which the
reader of different sciences, arts, and cultures picks. This concept entails the rest
of areas of linguistic sciences, and adds more arts concerning the style and other
aspects of creativeness.

We find within Ibn Khaldon other new concepts and expressions that are very
significant in this area of research, among them is using the concept “tongue”
instead of “language”, and “sciences of tongue” instead of “sciences of the lan-
guage”.

In some occasions, Ibn Khaldoun uses concepts that are current among lin-
guists and grammarians, but with different connotations that to its usual ones.
This is quite evident by using the concept “linguistic faculty” in his speech about
learning grammar, and in using the concept “diction”. Once with the general con-

* Prof. Dr., Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Letters and Languages, University of
Laghouat, Algeria (abdelalimboufatah@yahoo.fr).
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cept, which means “rhetoric” with all its branches, and sometimes sues the con-
cept “rhetoric science” that is also a branch of sciences of rhetoric according to
El Sekkaki.

Ibn Khaldoun uses concepts that are identical with what has become cur-
rent in modern linguistic studies, for example, he emphasizes the importance of
the faculty and he relates it to the intention, this is one of the basics of modern
pragmatics. Ibn Khaldoun speaks about “the “denotation of other than words on
meanings”. This is analogous to the concept “semiology” that was pointed out by
Du Saussure who focused on its significance.

Ibn Khaldoun gives a great importance to the faculty, and he divides it into
two types: inherited and acquired. The first one is instilled into the human being
and is accompanied by the language, whereas the second is acquired through
practice and drills. It relates the faculty with faculty of hearing. According to Ibn
Khaldoun, the most important aspect where we see this faculty is the acoustic
aspect that is why he related it to hearing in his famous saying: “hearing is the
father of the linguistic faculties”. The two faculties have many other subordinate
branches according the fields of the human creativity.

Ibn Khaldoun differentiates among these faculties, in the field of language, he
uses the concept “faculty” and “skill” and in the field of diction or literature, he
uses the concept “faculty” and “taste”.

Ibn Khaldouns has other important concepts in other fields, like in didactics
of language, where he uses the following concepts: “science of how” and “self
how” instead of “the faculty and the performance” and these two are from the
basics of Chomsky’s famous generative transformational theory.

The sciences of language in general and the linguistic idiom in particular has
obtained great attention from the scholar Ibn Khaldoun. He provided a very val-
uable and precious notes that are worth studying and analyzing, due to the very
significant ideas and valuable opinions that have a lot of things in common with
the developments in modern linguistic studies.
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