STEPHANE

David FRENCH

Ancient Stephane was a small town, on the Paphlagonian coast.
Its position has not been in doubt. So far as we know, it had no his-
tory. Except in one role, it was not important. Today it is a pretty
little village' on the Black Sea coast, in countryside for the most
part unspoilt by modern industrial growth; though this condition
may change if the plan to build a nuclear power-station near Akli-
man is realised.

I have very little to add to the meagre sum of knowledge con-
cerning Stephane®. Ruge summarized the sources in 1929 (PW III A:
2342-2343 Stephane), as follows :

Ort om der Kiiste Poaphlagoniens, Skyl. 90. Plinn.h. VI §
Ptolem. V 4, 2. Arrian. per. Pont. Bux. 21. Anon per. Pont.
Euwx. 20. Marc. Her. epit. per. Men. 9 (GGM I 571). Tab.
Peut. X 1 (Stephane). Vielleicht schon von Hekataios bei
Steph. Byz. als Stephonis erwihnt. Heute noch Istifan, To-
maschek 8. - Ber. Akad. Wien, phil-hist. Ki. CXXIV 8, 78.

Ruge’s entry in PW repeats, almost word-for-word, the sum-
mary given by Miiller (GGM 1: 66 para. 90). Danoff (1962: 1045)

1 For a statistical assessment of Cayhoglu (formerly Istifan) in the late
9th century : see Cuinet 1895.4 : 588-591. Istifan was a kaza of the sancak Sinop
(then part of the wvilayet Kastamonu).

For the Roman period the eastern boundary of Sinope and its territory is
made clear by Arrian (Peripl. 15.1). He gives no such information for its wes-
tern limit and the boundary with Abonuteichos/Ionopolis. Stephane presumably
lay within Sinopean lands.

2 In 1901 Mendel recorded an inscription in the village (1903 : 333 no. 51;
thence IGRE 3. 1426) (see below Appendix no. 10).
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includes Stephane in his list of pre-Greek sites on the Paphlagonian
coast.

Maps of the coast-line in the region of Stephane include the
Admiralty chart (no. 2237, 1969) (here pl. 1), Kiepert (sheet A. IV
Sinop 1914) (here pl. 2). Leonhard 1915: map I Stephane is also
shown on the Classical Map of Asia Minor (Calder and Bean 1958).

Stephane was a secure moorage: this seems to have been the
role and function of the place. As can be seen in Arrian’s account
of the Black Sea coast from the mouth of the Bosphorus to Trape-
zus (Peripl. 12-16; see below, Appendix no. 4), Stephane alone is
defined as safe. The meaning of safe is not explicit; we may assume
that on the Black Sea coast the danger to berthed or anchored
shipping came from the north-westerly winds which prevail in sum-
mer. At Stephane and at Amastris, Armene, Sinope and Carusa are
found the only promotories (apart from small bays and river-
mouths) (cp. photographs of the R. Parthenius, Robert 1980: 167-
169 and figs. 2-4, near Bartin) which project sufficiently far north-
wards to provide protection on the lee-side, i.e. on the E.

The Admiralty Black Sea Pilot (11th. ed., 1969: p. 430) gives
the following description :

From Aydogan burnu the coast trends east-north-eastward
for about 6 3/4 miles to Usta burnu, which projects about
one mile northward from the general line of the coast.
Anchorage, sheltered from north-westerly winds, can be
obtained in depths of from 18 to 30 feet (5m& to Iml), sand
and mud, in the bight on the south-eastern side of Usta
burnu, but the anchorage is open eastwards ond north-
eastward.

The status of Stephane as a secure moorage does not seem to
have substantially changed for two thousand years. On the evidence
of Portolans and other early maps, Istefan was a place of maritime
significance on the Pontic coast :

Scutari Schili Carpi Lagonisi Carburi C:Pinolimo Bende-
rengia Thio Parteni S:Nastasio Costani Tripsili Comania
Chitorus Cinopoli Sitefanio Partani Sinopi Charusa Chalipo
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Pagiorzo Lali Lagusi Plarasin Amiso Limonia Lamiro
Hommio Vatico Sitiri Termodi

Hasluck 1910-11: 151 %. 4 and map,
fig. 1 Mappa Mundi of Antonio di
Millo, AD 1582 (BM Add. 27, 470).

In Arrian’s account (see below, appendix no. 4) there is an
implication of navigational concern for the Pontic shore: of the col-
lateral land forces there is no word except for the SE coastal zone
of the Black Sea - presumably the object of Arrian’s visit, and his
main task, was to inspect the area. Omissions and insertions both
imply regard for levels of information and for the distinction bet-
ween (?) assumed knowledge (e.g. on the cities) and information
required from the survey.

Arrian’s reference to Stephane is not weighted: the harbour is
simply one of many in his account. While from Arrian we have the
definition of Stephane as an &puog, from other sources its civic
status is clarified :

Village

(Mar. Heracl. peripl. Men. 9) (GGM 1: 571)

Village ond Harbour

(Anon. Peripl. Pont. Eux. 20) (GGM 1: 408)

The cities of the Black Sea coast are described simply as &ppoc

(Heracleia and Amastris) or not all (Tium, Sinope, Amisus, Cera-

sus). A village could be an 8ppog, as Calpes. Other categories in
Arrian’s account are hpmv and caloc :

hpmy harbour
Sppog moorage ot @ berth or wharf or at a jetty or pier

oohog anchorage in open roadstead

Whether or not these three descriptions are hierarchical, there
are, as yet, no means of confirming the status of each place by



486 DAVID FRENCH

archaeological investigation of physical remains such as moles or
wharves.

Arrian’s account is defective in two aspects of naval and mili-
tary affairs :

(1) it makes no mention of light-houses, e.g. at He-
racleia® (cp. light-house depicted on Tab. Peut. at

Chrysoupolis)

(2) with one exception (at ®a8ioavn, mod. Fatsa, a cas-
tellum, gpouptov) it omits all reference to military
installations along the stretch of coast between the
Bosphorus and Trapezus, although beyond Trapezus
Arrian mentions the gpoupiov at Phasis (Peripl. 9),
the castrum. (ctpovonedov) at Dioscurias (Peripl. 17)
and the garrisons at Hyssi Portus (Peripl. 3) and at
Apsarus (Peripl. 6).

Arrian writes nothing on the classis Pontica although he con-
ducted his tour of inspection on bhoard ship with other ships in atten-
dance (Peripl. 5). In reporting to Trajan, Arrian explicitly assumed
a detailed military knowledge of his Emperor :

W v&o TdEic adtn , dc oloda , meldv EoTi (Peripl. 3)
He also assumed a geographical knowledge, personally acquired,

Kal TV REV SEAQOOOV .« ... .. UATE [SOUEV

\ Peripl. 1
&%ovunep Mal EBevoodv EMETVOC wal ob. ( )
..... 16 otdia Tod MdvTou ..... MoBoTL
eioPdAreEL elg Thv Mponovtida (Peripl. 12)

TabTa pEv eL88TL coL Adyw.

and a knowledge of local economies (or, at least, of the most im-
portant features)

3 SNG Denmark, Copenhagen 18. 456 (Geta Aug); Robert 1937 : 252 and
pl. 1.5 (Geta Aug); SNG Deutschland, von Aulock 15. 6951 (Geta Aug). The
lighthouse is not depicted on the Tabula Peutingerianda.
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Bv (sc. ship-building timber) mnapmdAin,
e ofloda , Gofovia "€0TL HATA TOV (Peripl. 5)
névrtov.

In 1982 (in the company of Bay Necmettin Akgiindiiz, Director
of the Sinop Museum and Bay Ismet Ediz, assistant at the Corum
Museum) I visited Stephane (formerly Istefan, now re-named Cay-
hoglu) in order to observe the present situation of the site and to
assess its position on the land- and sea-routes from the Bosphorus
to Sinope and thence eastwards to Trapezus. Other travellers have
visited Stephane* :

Nous portimes d’Abono le 16 Moy dans le dessein d’aller
@ Sinope; mais la pluye nous obligeo de rester & moitié
chemin, & de camper le long de lo plage & 40 miles de cette
ville. On voit d'assez beaux villages sur la cote, a Pentrée
des bois qui sont d'une beauté surprenanie. Stephanio n’est
pas un des moindres; ce nom a tant de ropport avec celui
de Stephane qui se trouve dams Pline, dans Arrien, dans
Marcien d’Heraclee & doms Hstienne de Byzance, quw’on ne
peut guere douler qu’il wen soit dérivé, & que par consé-
quent Pancienne ville ne fust proche de ce village.

La mer fut si grosse le lendemain 17 Moy, que filmes ob-
ligez de débarquer @ wne anse & huilt milles de Sinope, on
nous allimes le méme jour & pied en herborisant; nous vy
s€journdmes pendont dewx jours.

Tournefort 1717.2: 201

The castle of Aineboli was built by the Genoese, and is now
the seat of o Subashi, subordinate to Kastemuni; the judge
is appointed with one hundred and fifty aspers. There is a
commanding officer of the jonissaries, o Dizdor and garri-
son. The castle is a strong pentugon on the seushore; its
gate looks to the east, the houses are all faced with brick,
in the market-place are mosques and mesjids, ¢ bath and

4 Some - the more rare - accounts of travellers to this region I have not
seen.
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shops, it is the londing-place of Kastemuni, but has no good
harbour. We rowed from hence till we came in sight of the
cope of Sinope, omd anchored before Shatir-koi, a pleasant
village, where all the passengers went on shore. The high
mountains (Ballan) are covered with tell trees, which af-
ford excellent timber for the large ships that are built
here. The inhabitants are oll ship-builders. Sixty miles to
the north, along the seashore, lies the village of Istefan
belonging to Kastemuni; the houses are faced with brick,
and seven miles beyond is the town of Sinope.

Evliya Efendi: Narrative of Travels in Europe, Asia
and Africa IT (transl. von Hammer 1834): 36

There is now not much to be seen in Caylioglu (photograph,
from E, 14.ix.82; pl. 4). I observed some late, unfluted columns near
the mosque but was not given information on other antiquities in or
around the village except for the kale about which everybody knew.
As well they might. Recently there had been illegal excavations on
the hill-top. Whatever had been recovered from these illicit opera-
tions, we were not informed of the discoveries.

Nevertheless, the site on the headland did show evidence of late
occupation (sherds of Hellenistic Red, Roman plain and Medieval
wares; tiles). Stone foundations for structures (?houses) could be
seen in the edge and the fields and in the patches of clear ground
where the undergrowth and scrub which cover the hill-top had been
cleared. There was evidence for graves (cist-tombs) but not for their
date. I saw one shattered fragment of an inseription. Much to my
surprise I found, in addition to some Hellenistic sherds (e.g. fig. 1:
7), a scattering of prehistoric sherds (fig. 1: 1-6 Red-Slipped and
Burnished Ware). These were of Third-millennium date, i.e. Early
Bronze Age. The best parallels for the material can be found at sites
near Sinope® and, better, at Ikiztepe, the scene of the late Professor
Alkim’s excavations®.

5 On Third millennium pottery and objects at Demirei-Kocagéz Hii. and
Hacioglan-Maltepe: Erzen 1956 : 71; Orthmann 1963 : 49.
6 Belleten 38 (1974) 553-5566; 39 (1975) 565-567; 40 (1976) T17-719;
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Under at least one settlement of the Classical period on the
Black Sea coast, i.e. at Stephane, there is, then, material evidence
for prehistoric inhabitation. «Phrygian» and archaic vases have, of
course, been found at Sinope’. Early Second millennium pottery has
not heen securely identified (and published) from elswhere on the
coast, or in the hinterland, of Sinop®. No late Second millennium
material has come to light in the coastal zone of the Sinop wvilayet.
On the other hand, the evidence from the coastal area of Samsun
is increasing?®.

Given the maritime importance of Stephane, it would perhaps
not be surprising if the site was occupied even in the period con-
temporary with the Hittites. If evidence confirming this expecta-

41 (1977) 624-62T; 42 (1978) 542-547; 43 (1979) 890-892;
44 (1980) 621-623; 45 (1981) 379-383; 46 (1982) 990-592

Tiirk. Ark. Derg. 20.2 (1974) 5-9 and map; 21.2 (1974) 23-30 and map;
22.1 (1975) 5-12 and map; 25.1 (1980) 1-14;
25.2 (1981) 1-9

Anat. St. 24 (1974) 50-53; 25 (1975) 27-29; 26 (1976) 42-44;
27 (1977) 42-44; 28 (1978) 23-27; 29 (1979) 200-202;
31 (1981) 188-191; 32 (1982) 15

AJA 79 (1975) 204; 80 (1976) 265; 81 (1977) 294; 82 (1978) 318;
84 (1980) 504; 85 (1981) 466; 86 (1982) 560.

Kazv Sonuglart Toplaniiss 2 (1980) 151-154; 3 (1981) 25-29;
4 (1982) 49-54

7 Akurgal and Budde 1956; Budde 1956; Erzen 1956; Boysal 1858.

Note the gold, two-headed disk-figurine (? Third millennium) «from Si-
nope»; Miiller 1929 : 25 and pl. 6.133, quoted by Bittel and Schneider 1944/45 :
46 n. 1.

Note also the 6th century silver bowl from Unye : Akurgal 1967 : 32. No
early - or mid - First millennium pottery was reported from  Armene :
Stoop 1977 : T8.

& On the evidence of unpublished pottery and metal objects in the Sinope
Meseum the region of Sinop was occupied in the early Second millennium (as
anticipated by Yakar 1980 : 87).

9 For the Samsun region : Alkim 1975 and Yakar 1980 : map; see also
above n. 6.
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tion were to be found, the question of Mycenean penetration of the
Black Sea might usefully be re-phrased®.

10 Akalin: Mycenean pottery was claimed (Fimmen 1924 : 96) but never

confirmed (Mee 1978 : 124). I have wondered whether the so-
called «Mycenaean» sherds may have come from Hellenistic
lagynos vases patterned with glossy red paint on a white slip,
or perhaps even IA patterned pottery, such as were found in the
excavations (Macridy 1907) (ep. AJA 60 (1956) : 383); sherds
of these two wares can be seen in the Istanbul Museum. Through
the kindness of the late Dr. Nezih Firath I was able to inspect
the material preserved in the depot.

Karasamsun : In recent work on the site Mycenaean pottery has been

«Ordus :

verbally reported but not yet substantiated. No local late
Second millennium pottery has been published (Erzen
1956 : 72).

Second millennium (late ?) bronzes are discussed by Bittel (1944-
45 : 53 and fig. 4; and refs.) and Erkanal (1977 : 6 no. 30; 10);
the provenance may well be fictitious.
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APPENDIX

Testimonia (1-9) and Inscription (10)

1.

‘eoTlL 68 &V adTfi (sc. Paphlagonia) ZTe®dwn
Avunv o, Kéi%pooa MOALE ... KivwAiLg
ﬁéng «+.. KdpauBrg mdirg . Kﬁ}mptg
néiiLg ....;Eﬁoauog néiLc nul MopSévioc
Horqudg eea. TLeTov ndAig . Mol

ALuny WOAAQ ual notauég KaAA(xopog

2.

Scylax 90 (GGM 1: 66)

ultra quem (sc. river Billis) gens Paphlagonia .........
oppidum Mastya, dein Cromna ...., Sesamon oppidum quod
nunc Amastris, mons Cytorus a Tio LXIII p., oppida Cimolis,

Stephane, amnis Parthenius .... promunturium Cerambis ..

oppidum eodem nomine (sc. Cerambis) et aliud inde Armine;

nunc est colonia Sinope ..

(Pliny NH 6.1.5)

Metd KUtwpov moALY TTapdALov

KAluaE ywplov

Tevdpavia 7 wal aduaLva
KdoaupLg dupa

ZeUpLOV

KaiAiiLoTpatia

"ABdvou TELYOC

Kiuwilc

"Apuévn

ZTEOdVn HOUN

% Lvamn

Kuntaocla

Zailouov motaunl éupoiral
raiwnpov

“Alvog motauol Eéupoial

A mepLotpoEn Tob moTanod
T AnLode

Ptolemy 5.3
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4. BITHYNIA

*ApTdvn moTandc
WiALc noTapdc
KdAmn

‘Pon

* AToAAwv Lo vijoog
¥niol

ALiatov

KdAng

‘Hpduieta méALg
Tavbapdun

wHAAC

(Tlov moALg)
(BLAAaTog moTapoc)
(MapSeviog motaude)

PAPHLAGONIA

YAucoTpLg moALg
(Kp@duva)
Kotwpoc
(KdoapBLg)

*ABGvoL TETXOG TAALC
opLupd

Kivwiic

ZTEQAVN
" Apuévn
(B Lwonn)
Kdpouvoa
(*Aluc Totausde)

DAVID FRENCH

v

dpuog vauvoL ULxpolc
nmiota puxpa oputfolto

\ 2 = - Y
KLunV‘OKOLév TL xwelov "ECTLVY
wal omnolog dpuog ual OTL

mmyn ... xal OtL DAoL ...

Spuoc vauol uLupalcg

ALuiv OMo Th wnolst

Tayydoirog motaude ("Ynirog motapdc)
'eunép;ov

‘EUNOpLOV

dpuog vavaol

dpuog vauol oulupatc

"eunopLov

Spuoc vavolv
Spuoc vauoiv &v KUTdog

8pupog vanol olx 4oeaing,careldoLEV
5' &v anadelc &L un uwéyag
YELUOV HATEXOL

A
"eundpLov + MaL Ev KLubAeL
oaievoLev &v viieg Gpg €toug

dpuoc Vauo Ly Aonaing
Arunv adTtddL

odioc vauolv

(dpllel T& ELvemnéov xal ~ARLOMVEY
Epya)
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(PONTUS)

('AuLOég noALg)

" AYROV Alpriv

("IpLg motaudc)

‘HpauAetov Spuog vauvoliv
(Bepuddwv motaudg)

(olvdn)

(dabrLodvn opovipLov)

(MoAeudviov ndiLg)

Bodv dpuog vavaoliv
{(Kotbwpa)

(Papvane la/Kepaoobc)

ZeplpLov dpuog vauvaoliv

Kop8UAn &puog vavolv

‘ Epuovogoa dpuoc

Teanetolc ‘evtaldo oL Tmolelc Alpéva .

ndial yap doov dnocaielelv
dpq Etoug, Spuog NVv.

(Anon. Peripl. Pont. Eux. 20)
(GGM 1: 406)

udun wal Ailpéva

(Mar. Heracl. peripl. Men. 9)

noun . Spuoc £voas
Opuog £vdasde (GGM 1: 571)

Amasia (sic) XI Cromen VII Cythero VIII Egilan
XXVIII Carambas LXVIIII Stefane XXVIII
Thomia XX Syrtas XXIII Sinope

Tab. Peut. (ed. Weber 1976)
Amasia
Carambas LXVIIII Stefane

emend to Amastris; contra Miller 1918 and 1962
XXIIIT according to Miller 1918 and 1962

Anadolu Arastwmalary F. 32
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3 Steph. Byz. frag. 168 (quoted
T Brewovie Danoff 1962: 1045)

9. Surtade Stebane Garamnas Egiale

Rav. Anon. Cosm. (edd. Pinder and
Parthey 1860) 96.7-10

10. [-]ula Tecufipa yuvn M Kele-
[poc] ‘“enatovidpyouv Aeyleld-
[volgc al RA(avdia) yéver "ITtalr
[Thloaca étn A& neTltal

[£]vBdbe Xalpete IGRR 3.1426

Mendel 1903: 33 no. 51;
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Plate I

Section of Admiralty Chart no. 2237 (1969)




D. FRENCH

Plate II
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Plate IV
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