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New Honorary Inscriptions from Aizanoi

Pinar OZLEM AYTACLAR*

This paper introduces four new honorific inscriptions from Aizanoi mentioning significant citi-
zens of high status. Our first inscription is on the base of the statue of Lucius Claudius Lepidus,
the dpylepevg Aoiag and the high priest of Commodus, erected by the phyle of Asklepias. In n. 2,
the People and the Council of Aizanoi honours [- - -]nios, the chreophylakes. Nos. 3 and 4 are
contemporary statue bases of Philiskos, the ephebos and Neikostratos, the stephanephoros. All of
the inscriptions have been found in Cavdarhisar during the excavation seasons of 2021 and 2022."
Excluding n. 2, the stones are rectangular bomos-type statue bases dating from the Roman Impe-
rial Period. The monuments are now being preserved in the backyard of the excavation house.

No. 1. Honorary inscription of Lucius Claudius Lepidus

Statue base of white marble with moulded top and base. Broken on all sides. Depressions for the
statue’s feet on top. Found in the ruins of a house in Meydan Mahallesi. Date: 180-192 AD. Inv.
n.: YK 13-1. Fig. 1a-b.

h.: 151, w.: 53, th.: 56, 1.h.: 2,5-3 cm.

[Tolxn Ayabie

1 AOKANTILAG Q-
Af A. KA. Aémdov,
TOV 4pYLVEWKO-
pov Kal i;,;éa ToD
Avtokpatopog
S Biov, apytepéa,

TPUTAVLY TG

nOAews, dpxt[epéla

va®v TOv 1 Aap-

TPOTATNG ZpVp-

12

16

20

vailwv TTOAEwS, OTE-
Qavneopov Kal
dywvoBétnv &-
nodederypévov
[t]fi¢ matpidog, TOV
evePYETNV- "
émpeAn0évtov
Aptepudwpov Am-
movAniov kaiTov-
Aavod PidokdAov

TOV QUALPYWV.

With good fortune... The Askle-
pias phyle (honoured) L(ucius)
Cl(audius) Lepidus, the archi-
neokoros and lifelong priest of
the emperor, high priest, prytanis
of the polis, high priest of the
temples of the most illustrious
city of Smyrnaeans, designated
as stephanephoros and agono-
thete of his fatherland, the bene-
factor. Artemidoros, son of Ap-
puleius and Iulianus, son of Phi-
lokalos were phylarchoi to over-
see (its installation).

Lucius Claudius Lepidus was the life-long high priest of the emperor in the reign of Commodus.
He was the chief priest of Asia and the neokoros of the temples in Smyrna. In the third quarter of
the second century AD, he was honoured with a series of statues as otepavngopog and
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dywvoBétng in Aizanoi. The honours of the phylai Herakleas® and Hadriane® have already been
known*. This time, in our inscription, the phyle Asklepias honours Lepidus. In Aizanoi, this is the
second attestation of the Asklepias phyle, the name of which first came into light thanks to the
excavations in the theatre in 2020.°

Fig. la-b

Lepidus occurs in two other honorary inscriptions. One of these is an octagonal column with an
inscription very similar to the other examples of the series. Although the names of the honoree

> MAMA IX, P55, LBW 842; (CIG 3831al3; IGR 1V, 586): 'H ‘Hpaxhedq guAi | A(ovkiov) KA(avdiov)
Aé¢mdov, TOV | dpxvedkopov, ig|péa tod adTokpdTo||pog S Blov, dpyiept|a Aciag vadv év | Zpvpvy,
otepavn|@opov kai aywvo|0étnv dnodedet||yuévov tiig matpi|dog TOV evepyé|tnv, Empehndév|[tog] . . ..

* MAMA IX, P56 (Giinther 1976, 111-5; SEG-26, 1352): 'H A8pi[avi) @uAn A.] | K\. [A]é[mbov, ToV] |
apxtvewko[pov] | kal iepéa Tod ad[to]||kpdTtopog S Bliov], | dpxepéa Aciag [va@v] | T@v Tfig Aapn[po-
1é]|ng Zpvpvlaiowv no]|[A]ews, oteplavneo]||pov kal dy[wvobé]|tnv dmo[Sederype]|vov tiig nlatpidog] |
1oV eepyé[tnv], | empehn0évro[c] || @kinmov Ayabiwvo[g] | Tod guidpyov.

*See MAMA IX, p. xxx, with note 9.

> Trkan 2021, 525-6, pl. 7-8. Tiirkan states that thanks to the excavations held in the theatre, the phyle
Dionysias is added to the known phylai of Aizanoi. The inscriptions AXKAHITIAY and AIONYZIAAOZ
show that the parts of the theatre were reserved for these phylai.
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and the phyle are lost, it can still be said that this is also an honorific inscription for L. Cl. Lepidus
by a phyle®, perhaps the phyle of Dionysias, whose name appears among other phylai in the theatre
of Aizanoi.’

The family of Lucii Claudii was one of the leading elite families of the city and had outstanding
members like L. Cl. Pardalas. Lepidus was the grandchild of L. CL. Severinus,® the dpxtvedkopog
of the temple of Zeus and possibly, the forebear of Ti. Claudius Campanus Aurelianus, who
claimed himself as descended from high priests.’

The neokoria of Zeus is proven by the inscriptions and the coins of Aizanoi, the only city known
to have been neokoros of Zeus. M. Ulpius Appuleius Flavianus and his family are important in
the cult of Zeus. Appuleius Flavianus was the chief priest of Asia for the temples in Pergamon.
His son, M. Ulpius Appuleius Flavianus, was the priest of Zeus for life and agonothetes of the
contest held in the god’s honour. In the next generation, Eurykles represents his city to the Pan-
hellenion in Athens for the year 156/7." Most probably, it was his family who helped to get the
title of neokoros for the city."" After Eurykles, L. Cl. Lepidus was the second apxtepevg Aoiag from
Aizanoi, residing in Smyrna.'” Besides, as is shown on the coins under Commodus, he held the
function of dpyvewkopog at the Zeus temple, just as his grandfather Severinus did."

Two phylarchoi were responsible for the erection of the statue of L. Cl. Lepidus: Artemidoros, son
of Appuleius and Iulianus, son of Philokalos. It is quite possible that Artemidoros in our inscrip-
tion is the same person whom we know from an inscription on the temple of Apollo in Claros.
Approximately a decade before our inscription, in 171/172 AD, a delegation of 12 chorists led by
Claudius Pardalas and Antonius Eurykles was sent by Aizanoi to Claros. This choir consisted of
the sons of the leading families of Aizanoi and included Artemidoros and his two brothers, Apol-
lonios and Antoninus."*

No.2. Honorary inscription of [- - - -]nios
Marble block with moulding at top. Bottom cut roughly square as if another block joined on.
Broken at right. Date: 2™ or 3™ century AD. Fig. 2a-c.

h.: 21, w.: 58, th.: 65, Lh.: 2 cm.

¢ MAMA IX, 22: [- - -dpxt]|epéa va@v | T@v Tig Aap|tpotdtng | Zpvpvaiwv || toAews, olte]|pavigopov
| kai dywvo|Bétnv amo|dederypué||vov, i ma|tpidog ToV | edepyétny, | EmueknBév]|tog Aokhn||madov Ia-
7ii|o[v M]evavSpov | puhdpyov.

7 For Dionysias phyle, see note 5 above.

8 Tiirkan 2021, 10.

® Tirkan 2021, p. xxv.

12 For the career of M. Ulpius Appuleius Eurykles, see Kearsley 1987, 49-56.

" Burrel 2004, 116-118.

2 Worrle 1992, 362. See also Friesen 1993, 177.

3 See SNG von Aulock 30, 91. Naumann 1979, 93, n. 64: EIIIl KA AEIIIAOY APXINEQKOPOY
AIZANEITQN.

!4 See Ferrary 2014, n. 192, 1.3 and LGPN VC s.v. AnovArjiog (1).
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Fig. 2a-c

1 BovAi kai 6 dfjpog étipnoav [ ca. 6 ]- People and the Council honoured [- - - -]nios,
viov Anuntplov 105 Khéwvog xpleopual- son of Demetrios, grandson of Kleon, who served

' o ' o O chreophylakes twice and as strategos (in a
Kfjoavra dic kal otpatnyfoalvra kakdc?] good and ?) righteous way and (benefactor?) in

4 kai] dwaiwg kai év ma oLy edepyETnv?]. all things.

Chreophylakia was one of the prominent public offices in Aizanoi, as seen in the honorific in-
scriptions of the city’s elite citizens."” This office is attested in four statue bases: One of these is of
Iulianus, son of Tryphon, who was the life-long neokoros of Zeus.'® The other belongs to

15 For chyreophylakein, see Worrle 2014, 454-6 with notes and MAMA IX, p. xxxi.

1 JGR1IV 585 (MAMA IX, P 39): Aya6fj toxn | /| PovAn kai | 6 8ijpog €te|ipnoev’IovAt||avov Tpogw|vo,
vewko|pov 100 Awg | S Piov, eipn|vapynoavta || kai dyopavoun|oavta kai otpatnynoavta kai |
xpeogulaki|oavta kai d|[Av otpatnyn|oavta tov Tpd|Tov TOMOV | Kal éV TOTG | Mool xpr||opov EavTtov
| tapaoxovta Tfj matpildt.
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Menophilos, son of Apollonios, who conducted several magistracies, including the strategia, pan-
egyriarcheia and grammateia.”” The third one honours the euergetes Hordeonios, son of Anti-
okhos, who held the offices of agoranomia, strategia and boularchia alongside chreophylakia.'®
Unfortunately, the name of the fourth euergetes who served as chreophylakes is missing."

The chreophylakes must have been in charge of registering private and public debtors and archiv-
ing the documents securely. Therefore, it requires high trustworthiness. In Phrygia, the office oc-
curs in Akmoneia, Eumeneia, Apameia and Hieropolis.*” However, it is not peculiar to the region,
and many examples can be found elsewhere.”!

No.3. Honorary inscription of Philiskos

W SRR Rectangular altar of greyish marble. Upper and lower mould-
ings are broken on the left side of the stone. Found at the ex-
cavations at Pankalas River. Date: probably 1* century AD. Fig.
3.a-b.

h.: 115, w.: up. 54-mid. 46-low. 53, th.: up. 39-mid. 41-low. 41,
Lh.: 2,5-6,2 (phi) cm.

1) matpic @ikiokov B°  His fatherland (honoured) the
2 Tov €pnpov. ephebos Philiskos, son of Philiskos.

7 LBW 984 (MAMA IX, P 43): /] BovAn} kai 6 8fj|pog éteiunoev | Mnvogirov A|rtoAwviov otpal|tnyn-
oavTa &ML Pavg kal ypap|patedoavta kai | taviyvplapyn|oavta kol xpeo|pulaknoavta | kai &v &Ahoig |
TOANOIG yevo|pevov Xpriot|pov Tf) Tatpide

18 LBW 985 (MAMA IX, P 41): [f Bov]A[7] kai 6 8[fu]og éteipnoev | [. ... .. 1 Opd<e>wviov Avtioxov,
ve|[wk]o[plov ToD Awog, avdpa kai d|[yablov kai @\o[na]|[tpwv, dyopavopn|oavta, otpatn|yfoavta
gmealvag, Povhapxn|oavta, xpeogu|[Aaknioavta Sic, | S6vtog kai <e>ig Td | oertwvikd xpr|pata dpydprov
| tap’ Eavtod Sig, || kal év Toig Aot|moig ebxpng|tov yevopevov | Tfj moher dva|otnodvtov || Tov dvdpiavta
| Ebd6Eov kat Av|tioxov T@v D@V | avtod.

Y IGR 1V, 580: ....... xpew[@uiaknoav]|ta, S6vta [apyvplov | ig 10 yopvaot ov dpoiwg kal &ig || t&

OELITWVIKG, éplyemoTatioavta | ToAdKiG, mapaloxdvta t@ kupiw | Kaioapt ooppayov || Swypeitnyv moap”
¢|lavtod katd avBb|ratov Kuwvtidov | M&&wov, avabévta | kal ta iepa té &v 11 ¢||E48pa Tiig Baohikig.
% See Worrle 2014, 455, note 61.

! For other examples, see ibid., 455, note 63.
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h.: 115, w.: up. 54-mid. 46-low. 53, th.: up. 39-mid. 41-low. 41, L.h.: 2,5-6,2 (phi) cm.
1.1: For another Philiskos from Aizanoi, see MAMA IX, 423.

‘H natpig frequently occurs in the inscriptions of Aizanoi. However, in only two published exam-
ples, it is in the nominative case as the honorer. The bomos in MAMA IX, 40 is the honorary
inscription of Heliodoros, who appears as an arch(iereus) or arch(ineokoros). The inscription is
dated to the late 2" or early 3™ century AD. In the other example dating from the reign of Com-
modus or Severus, the honorand is Cl. Stratonikos, the péyag evepyétng and ktiotng of the city.
Our inscription can be dated to the 1* century AD on the ground of the letter forms. For a similar
and probably contemporary statue base, see our n. 4.

It is also worth mentioning that Philiskos was defined as an ephebos. In Aizanoi, the age classes
of Neoi and Epheboi occur at a relatively early date, as the honorary decree of Menogenes shows.*
This inscription is dated to the year 37, corresponding to 49/8 BC (Sullan) or 6/7 AD (Actian)*
and projects that Aizanoi had the civic organisation of a typical Greek polis at that time.”

No.4. Honorary inscription of Neikostratos

Rectangular bomos-shaped statue base of marble.
Depressions for the statue’s feet on top and holes
for supporting dowels. Date: probably 1* century
AD. Fig. 4a-b.

h.: 113, w.: up. 64-mid. 50-low. 66, th.: up. 63-
mid. 53-low. 68, Lh.: 3, 1,5 (omicron), 7 (phi) cm.

For a similar and contemporary statue base, see

above n. 3.

1 matpic Netkootpa-

2 10V Alovvoiov TOV

OTEPAVIPOPOV.

His fatherland (honoured) Neikostratos, son of
Dionysios, the stephanephoros.

2 MAMA IX, P 34 (IGR 1V, 570).

2 Giinther 1975, 351-356.

* For the discussions on dating the inscription, see MAMA IX, p. liv.
» See Thonemann 2013, 25-27.
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We find a Neikostratos, the father of Menophilos, the ten times priest of Zeus, in two honorary
inscriptions from Aizanoi.*
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Aizanoi’dan Yeni Onur Yazitlari
Ozet
Bu makalede, 2021 ve 2022 kazi sezonlar1 sirasinda Aizanoi antik kentinde bulunmus olan dort
adet onurlandirma yazit1 ele alinmaktadir. 2 numarali yazit disinda tiimi dortgen bomos tipi hey-
kel kaideleridir ve Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi’ne tarihlenmektedirler. 1 numarali yazit Iimpara-
tor Commodus’un dmiir boyu bagrahibi, Asia bagrahibi ve Smyrna’daki tapinaklarin neokorosu
olan Lucius Claudius Lepidus’a aittir. IS 2. yiizyilin 3. geyregine tarihlenir. Lepidus, Aizanoi’da,
stephanephoros ve agonothetes olarak bir dizi heykel kaidesi ile onurlandirilmistir. Bunlardan He-
rakles ve Hadriane phyleleri tarafindan gergeklestirilmis olanlar1 bilinmekteydi. Bu yeni yazit ile

26 MAMA IX, 35 (P 44). See also SEG 45, 1714.
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birlikte, Lepidus’u onurlandiran Aizanoi phyleleri arasina Asklepias phylesi de katilmigtir. Askle-
pias phylesi, adina ilk olarak 2020 yilinda tiyatroda yapilan kazilarda rastlanan phyle idi. 2 numa-
ral1 yazit, khreophylakes olarak gorev yapmis olan (- - -)nios’un Meclis ve Halk tarafindan onur-
landirilmasidir. Khreophylakia memuriyeti, Aizanoi’da 6nde gelen memurluklar arasindadir ve
kentin elit vatandaslarinin onurlandirma yazitlarinda karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. 3 ve 4 numarali ya-
zitlar bomos tipi heykel kaideleridir ve cagdastirlar. Her iki yazit da ) matpig tarafindan onurlan-
dirilan kisilere aittir. 3 numarali yazitta, ephebos olan Philiskos onurlandirilmaktadir. 4 numarali
yazit ise vatani tarafindan onurlandirilan  stephanephoros  Neikostratos’a  aittir.
Yazitlarin gevirisi soyledir:

No. 1: Hayirl olsun! Asklepias phylesi, Imparatorun arkhineokoros’u ve hayat boyu rahibi, basra-
hip, sehrin prytanis’, Smyrnalilarin parlak sehrindeki tapinaklarin basrahibi, vatam tarafindan
stephanephoros ve agonothetes olarak gorevlendirilmis olan hayirseveri L(ucius) Cl(audius) Lepi-
dus’u (onurlandirdi). Phylarkhos’lar Appuleius oglu Artemidoros ve Philokalos oglu Iulianus (hey-
kelin dikilme isini iistlendiler).

No. 2: Meclis ve Halk, iki kez khreophylakes olarak gorev yapmus olan Kleon torunu, Demetrios oglu
(- - -)nios’u, (iyi ve?) diiriist bir sekilde strategos’luk gorevinde bulundugu ve tiim (hayirseverlikleri?)
icin onurlandird:.

No. 3: Vatani, Philiskos oglu, ephebos Philiskos’u (onurlandird).

No. 4: Vatani, Dionysios oglu, stephanephoros Neikostratos'u (onurlandird).

Anahtar Sézciikler: Aizanoi, onur yazitlari, Phrygia, Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi.

New Honorary Inscriptions from Aizanoi
Abstract

This article discusses four honouring inscriptions found in the ancient city of Aizanoi during the
2021 and 2022 excavation seasons. Except for inscription 2, all of them are quadrangular bomos-
type statue bases and date to the Roman Imperial period. Inscription No. 1 belongs to Lucius
Claudius Lepidus, lifelong high priest of Emperor Commodus, high priest of Asia, and neochoros
of the temples in Smyrna. It dates to the 3 quarter of the 2™ century AD. Lepidus was honoured
at Aizanoi with a series of statue basis as stephanephoros and agonothetes. These were known to
have been erected by the phyle of Heracleas and Hadriane. With this new inscription, the phyle of
Asclepias has been added to the phylai of Aizanoi honouring Lepidus. The phyle of Asclepias was
the phyle whose name was first encountered during the excavations in the theatre in 2020. In-
scription number 2 is the honouring of (- - -)nios, who served as chreophylakes, by the Assembly
and the People. The office of chreophylakia was one of the most prominent offices in Aizanoi and
is found in inscriptions honouring the elite citizens of the city. Inscriptions 3 and 4 are bomos-
type statue bases and are contemporary. Both inscriptions belong to persons honoured by 1
natpig. Inscription 3 honours Philiskos, an ephebos. Inscription 4 belongs to stephanephoros Nei-
kostratos, honoured by his homeland.

Keywords: Aizanoi, honorary inscriptions, Phrygia, Roman Imperial Period.
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