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Dear Editor,
It was aimed to emphasize the importance of CRP/albu-
min ratio in COVID-19 patients. We read your article
titled “The relationship of laboratory parameters and ra-
tes with prognosis and mortality in COVID-19 infection’
with interest'. We think that this study will contribute to
the literature in terms of the prognosis of COVID-19. The
COVID-19 epidemic, which started in Wuhan in 2019 and
then spread to many countries, was seen in our country for
the first time in March 20201. Although there are chan-
ges in the number of cases during the summer months,
the number of cases in Turkey reached the highest levels
in December 2020 and continued its effect throughout
the winter. With the introduction of vaccines in 2021, the

number of cases was partially controlled?.

In a study conducted in patients with COVID-19 pneu-
monia, it was found that the high CRP/albumin ratio was
statistically significantly higher in patients who needed in-

vasive mechanical ventilators®.

When we evaluate the course of the COVID-19 pandemic,
prognosis and treatment process, we can say that labo-
ratory parameters are the subject of more studies*”. In a
retrospectively planned study of 2012 COVID-19 patients,
it was found that lymphocyte and platelet ratios were sta-
tistically significantly lower in the non-survivor group.
In the same study, C-reactive protein (CRP), neutrophil/
lymphocyte ratio, and platelet/lymphocyte ratio were hig-
her in the non-survivor group*. In another study involving
COVID-19 patients, urea and creatinine values along with
CRP were statistically significantly higher in the non-sur-
vivor group. In the same study, the CRP/albumin ratio was
also high in the non-survivor group, but it was found that
it was not superior to other laboratory parameters in terms
of predicting mortality®. In the study planned by Ergeng et
al., while platelet, one of the hemogram parameters, was
statistically significantly higher in the non-survivor group;
lymphocyte was low. While the creatinine level was signi-

ficantly higher in the non-survivor group; CRP and CRP/

albumin ratio were also statistically significantly higher in
the non-survivor group. Differently, it was stated in this
study that the CRP/albumin ratio may be more effective in

determining the prognosis compared to other parameters'.

As a result, the CRP/albumin ratio can be used as a prog-

nostic marker in COVID-19 patients.
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