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LOCAL NAMES OF SOME PLANTS FROM 
KARAMAN PROVINCE 

An ethnobotanical study was conducted between 1998 and 1 h 9  in order to 
determine the wild plants in Karaman province. In the excursions due, 518 plant specimens 
were collected from natural habitat and 131 of them recorded by their local names from 

the villagers. 

Karaman ilinde dogal olarak yetigen bitkilerin tayini iqin 1998-1999 ydlan 
araslnda etnobotanik bir qil~grna yap~lmlgtlr. Arazi qallgmasl boyunca 518 bitki ornegi 
dogal ortamlarlndan toplanmlg ve 13 1 bitkinin yoresel isimleri koyliilerden derlenmigtir. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Turkey's diverse topography provides habitats for approximately 10,700 vascular 
plant taxa, giving way to a rich endemic flora with diverse therapeutic and other uses. 

Although Anatolia has a great history of folk medicine, there are a few ethnobotanical 
studies (3,4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13) in Karaman. The province of Karaman (Map 1 .) is 

(*) Islanbul University. Fact~lty of Phnrmacy. Department of Pharmaceutical Bolany, Istanbul-Turkey 



located in south of the midlle Anatolia and surrounded with Konya, Iqe1 and Antalya 
provinces. The South and East of the province are covered by mountains and the noahem 
half of the province is steppe. The surface of area is 9393 km2 and reaching a maximum 
altitude of 1033m. The climate is usually hot and dry in summer, cold and rainy in winter. 
It's estimated that 1000 vascular plant taxa, 25% of which are endemic, grow wildly in 
Kararnan province. 

This number was found by referring to Flora of Turkey (1, 2), Check-Lists of 
Additional Taxa to the Supplement Flora of Turkey (7, 8), studies about Kararnan 
province (3,4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13) and specimens kept in ISTE (The Herbarium of 
University of Istanbul, Faculty of Pharmacy). 

\ 

As a result 76 species among these plants have a medical use, 45 species are 
being used as food, 2 species for making equipments, 5 species as a dye, 2 species in the 
process of making amulet and only 1 species in making soap. It was determined for the 
first time that 7 of these species are of use, and 33 species have different usages than 



42 species. (5). 

M A T E R I A L  A N D  M E T H O D S  

During the excursions which lasted 32 days, 108 villages were visited, and 518 
plants specimens were collected from natural habitat and 131 of them recorded by their 
local names. The information on the vernacular names of the plants was gathered 
through face to face interviews with peasants, shepherds and the elder people in the 
villages. 

R E S U L T S  

The local names of 131 plants, their scientific names and villages where they 
were collected are presented in the list. 

LIST: 

Abies cilicica (Ant. & Kotschy) Carr. - Koknar (S Karaman; Ermenek; Dumlugoze 
village) 

Acantlzoli~~zon zilrici~zrinz - Keven (N Karaman; Karadag, Klzllhisar) 
subsp. lycaoolzicrt~n - (Boiss. & Heldr.) Bokhari & Edmondson 

Acer Izyrcanzim Fisch. & Mey. - Simgir (S Karaman; Ermenek; Dumlugoze village) 
subsp. Izyrca~zri~n 

Adia~ztriln capillris - ve~zeris L.- Alt~parmakotu (W Karaman; Bozkondak village) 

Anzelanchier parviflora Boiss.- Yemigen (N Karaman; uGkuyu village) 
var. parvijbra 

A~ze~no~ze bla~zda Schott & Kotschy - Topalak (S Karaman; Sar~veliler - Ta~kent) 

A~ztlze~~zis cretica L. - Babaqya, B a b a ~ ~ a  (N Karaman; Madengehri) 
subsp. a~zatolica (Boiss.) Grierson 

Aristolochia marrrorrinz L. - Arap daggag~, Kargakavugu. (N Karaman; Karadag) 

Arnebia de~zsiflora ( Nordm.) Ledeb. - Enlik (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Artenzisia absirztlzir~~~z L. - S a n c ~  otu (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Arrrnz dioscoridis Sm. - Kabarc~k, Kabargan (S Karaman; Ermenek; Boyal~k village) 
var. dioscoridis 

Berberis crataegina DC. - Karam~k (S Karaman; Karaman - Mut, Cerit village) 



Capparis spinosa L. - Gegil, Kebere, Gevil (S Karaman; Ermenek; Evsin village) 
var. spinosa 

Capsella bzrrsa - pastoris (L.) Medik. - Serqe gozii, Ku5 gozii, Ku2 yemligi, Deve 
mercimegi (S Karaman; Sanveliler; Dumlugoze village, SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Centaurea depressa Bieb. - Peygamber ~iqegi (C Karaman; Hakk~ Teke Forest) 

Ceratocephalus falcatzrs (L.) Pers. - Ye1 otu, Diigiin otu (Kazlmkarabekir; Kisecik 
village) 

Chelzopodiurn alburn L. - Sirken (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 
subsp. albzrrtz var. albzirn 

C. opzrlifoliuln Schrad. - Sirken (S Karaman; Ermenek; Zeyve bazaar- Yal~ndal) 

Cltondrilla jzrlzcea L. - Karagavuk, Sak~zhk, Citlik (N Karaman; lslihisar village) 
var. juncea 

Cickorizrm i~ztybzrs L. - Aclgm, Gtctbtc~, Cini qi~egi  (SE Karaman; Beydili village) 

Cirsizrln vulgare (Savi) Ten. - Su dikeni (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Convolvulus arvensis L. - Kedi bar sag^, Mantza (N Karaman; Karadag) 

C. scamrnonia L. - Mam~ziye, Mahm~za, Mamlza (W Karaman; Kazlmkarabekir; 
Ozyurt viIIage) 

Crataegzfs monogyna Jacq. - Ktztlall~ (S Karaman; Karaman - Mut, Pmarbqt village) 
subsp. rnonogyna 

C. orientalis Pallas ex Bieb. - Ahg (N Karaman; Karadag, ~ g k u y u  village ) 
var. orientalis 

C. szovitsii Pojark - Alq  (S Karaman; Sar~veliler; Dumlugoze village) 

Crepis reuterana Boiss. - Keklik otu (S Karaman; Sanveliler; Dumlugoze village) 
subsp. reuterana 

Crocus kotschyanrrs C .  Koch - Cigdem (N Karaman; Karadag) 
subsp. kotschyanzrs 

Cuscuta europaea L. - Is~rgan qayl (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Cyclatnerz cilicizrm Boiss. & Heldr. - Ayl pancan, Devedaban~ (S Karaman; Karaman - 
var. cilicizirn Mut, P ~ n a r b q ~  village) 

Cyclotrichizr~n origa?zifolium (Labill.) Manden. & Scheng. - Dag gayl, Kokar ot (W 
Karaman; Kaz~mkarabekir; Ozyurt village, S Karaman; Tagkent - Sanveliler) 

Cydonia oblonga Miller - Ayva (S Karaman; Sartveliler; I5lkl1 village) 

Cynodon dactylolt (L.) Pers. - Ayrik otu (SW Karaman; Ada viIlage, Ayranct; Klraman 
var. villosus Regel village) 



Ecballizim elaterizim (L.) A. Rich. - Clrtatan, Aclkavun, Patlangac; (N Karaman; 
Madengehri, SW Karaman; Morcal~ village) 

Eckizrnz italiczrm L. - Tilki kuyrugu (C Kararnan; Hakkl Teke Forest) 

Eqzrisetziln ra~nosissi~~zzrnz Desf. - Ulama otu (SW Karaman; Narlldere village ) 

E. telrnateia Ehrh. - Ulama otu, Sulu ularna (S Karaman; Ermenek; Zeyve bazaar) 

Erantlzis lzyemalis (L.) Salisb. - Karc;ic;egi (S Kararnan; Dumlugoze village) 

Erodizrin ciczrtarizrin (L.) L'Herit. - innelik, 1gnelik (C Karaman; Hakkl Teke Forest) 
subsp. ciczrtariziin 

Eryngium campestre L. - Boga dikeni, Tavuk gotii iirtmegi (N Karaman, Kisecik 
village) 

var. virens Link 

Etrplzorbia kotsclzya~za Fenzl - Siitlegen, Siitliice (C Karaman; Bucakklgla town, Cukur 
village) 

E. nzacroclada Boiss. - Sutlegen (SW Karaman, Akqaalan village) 

Farzilago traclzycarpa Boiss. - Ilk1 c;agg~r~, Cagpr (S Karaman; Ermenek; Dumlugoze 
village) 

Ficzis carica L. - Incir (C Karaman; Bucakkqla town; Bostanozu - Baranball location) 
subsp. carica 

Foeniczilzrnz vzilgare Miller - Mayana, ~rezdene, Rezene, Ezertene (S Karaman; Cent 
village) 

Gala~ztlzzis elwesii Hooker - Karqiqegi (S Kararnan; Dumlugoze village) 

Galizrm aparine L. - Yaplgkan otu (N Karaman; Madengehri) 

Glazrcizim cor~ziczilatzrm (L.) Rud. - AI  gogiindiirme, Gogiindiirme lalesi, Giillii 
subsp. cor~zicrrlatzt~~z gogundiirme (N Karaman; ~c ;kuyu  village) 

G. leiocarpzrnz Boiss. - Giillii gogiindiirme (SE Kararnan; Giilkaya village) 

Glazicosciadizrnz cordifolizr~n (Boiss.) Burtt & Davis - Cagglr otu (S Karaman; 
Ermenek: Cavugkoy - Yaylapazan) 

Gzrndelia tozir~zefortii L. - Keven, Kenger (SW Karaman; Narlldere village) 
var. arnzata Freyn & Sint. 

Helichryszr~n plicatzinz DC. - Koyun qiqegi, Koyuncuk giilii, Coban qiqegi (C Kararnan; 
subsp. plicatzri~z fhsaniye village) 

H.  plicatzr~n DC. - Coban qiqegi (S Karaman; Dumlugoze village) 
subsp. isaziricztm Paroll y 



Hyoscyamzis niger L. - Kurt otu (N Karaman; Karadag, Klzllhisar location) 

H .  reticzilatzis L. - Kurt otu, Goz otu (C Karaman; Hakk~ Teke Forest) 

Hypericum perforatziln L. - Kantaron (SW Karaman; Ada village) 

H.  scabrurn L. - Mayasil otu (N Karaman; U ~ k u y u  village) 

Juglalzs regia L. - Ceviz (S Karaman; Dumlugoze village) 

Jziniperus drzipacea Lab. - And~z  (SW Karaman; Balkusan) 

Lactuca.serriola L. - Yabani marul (C Karaman; Hakkl Teke Forest) 

Lecanora esculerzta - Allah kavurgasi, Coban kavurgasl (NE Karaman; Suduragi village) 

Maka neglecta Wallr. - Ebegiimeci, Yastiman, Develik, Ebemekmegi (S Kararnan; 
Karaman - Ermenek, Tepebagl village, C Karaman; Hakkl Teke Forest, N Karaman; 
Karacaoren village, SW Karainan; Balkusan village) 

M. sylvesfris L. - Ebegiimeci, Gomeg (S Karaman; Bagyayla; Centre) 

Marrzibizim vulgare L. - EI otu, Elkurtaran (S Karaman; Ermenek - Sanveliler, Ugurlu 
village) 

Medicago rigidzila (L.) All. - Cak~rdikeni (E Karaman; Ayranci; Bogecek village) 
var. rigidula 

Melissa officirzalis L. - Mum otu (S Karaman; D u m l ~ g ~ e  village) 
subsp. ofjcicilzalis 

Merztlza lolzgifolia (L.) Hudson - Yarpiz (E Karaman; Ayranci; Kirarnan village) 
subsp. typlzoides (Briq.) Harley var. typlzoides 

M. piperita L. - Nane (E Karaman; Ayranci; Catkoy village, SW Kararnan; Morcal~ 
village, Kazlrnkarabekir; Kisecik village ) 

M. spicata L. - Yarpuz, Nane (S Karaman; Daran village, SW Karaman; Balkusan village) 
subsp. spicata 

Microlneria tnyrtifolia Boiss. & Hohen. - Dag gayi, Kokarot (E Karaman; Ayranci; 
Berendi-Yaghdere ) 

Morchella conica Persoon - Kuzu gobegi (S Karaman; Karaman - Ermenek, lhsaniye 
village) 

klorus tzigra L. - Karadut (S W Karaman; Narl~dere village) 

Mziscari tnziscari~ni Medikus - Nergis (S Karaman; Sartveliler; Dumlugoze village) 

M. ~zeglectzirtz Guss. - Gavur nergisi ( S  Karaman; Sanveliler; Dumlugoze village) 

Olzobrychis cortzzita (L.) Desv. - Keven ( S  Karaman; Karaman-Mut) 

01lopordzim bracteattiln Boiss. & Heldr. - Kangal dikeni (NE Karaman; Beydili village) 



Origanzrrn leptocladzrm - Kekik (S Karaman; Sar~veliler; Dumlugoze village, Bacalaz 
location.) 

0 .  ~tzajorana L.- Guy otu (S Karaman, Goktepe town ) 

Ortlzurris Izeterocarpus (Boiss.) Juz. - Karanfil gay1 (C Karaman; Y~langomu village) 

Palirrrrrs spirza - clzristii Miller - Calt~qal~ (S Karaman; Ermenek; Cavugkoy) 

Papaver dubirrrn Boiss.- Gelincik (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Z?nzacrostonzn~~z Boiss. & Huet ex Boiss. - Gelincik, ~ l i i b i t ~ e ,  P~tc;~k, Minimit~e (E 
Karaman; Ayranc~; Yar~kkuyu village) 

Parietaria jzrdaica L. - Kutnu otu (N Karaman; Maden~ehri, ~ ~ k u y u  village) 

Pegarzzr~n Itarrnala L. - ~ z e r l i k ,  Suzerlik, Yiivezlik (E Karaman; Ayranc~; Berendi - 
Yaghdere location, N Karaman; K~lbasan village, Kizilyaka, Bozkondak, Ayranci, 
~ S h a r m a n  village) 

Phlor~zis curdica Rech. fil. - Salba (N Karaman; Karadag) 

Pistacia terebintlzrrs L. - Melengi~, Menengiq (SE Karaman; Gulkaya village) 
subsp. palaesti~za (Boiss.) Engler 

Pla~ztago lanceolata L. - K~rkdamar otu (SE Karaman; Gulkaya village) 

Z? major L. - Sinirli ot (S Karaman; Ermenek; Zeyve bazaar) 
subsp. nzajor 

Plzrmbago europaea L. - Sergiile, Serkene, Sirkele, Zeykele, Boya otu, Artaga, 
Karak~na (C Karaman; Narl~dere village, C Karaman; Ortaoba village, E Karaman; 
Ayranc~; USharman village) 

Polygonrrnz cognatrmz Meissn. - Mad~mak (E Karaman; Ayranc~; ~ S h a r m a n  village) 

Portrrlaca oleracea L. - Mad~mak, Semiz otu, Tohmeken (E Karaman; Ayranci; ~ ~ h a r -  
man village, N Karaman; Madengehri, S Karaman; Bagyayla; ~zi imli i  village) 

Prilicaria dyserzterica (L.) Bernh. - Yara otu (S Karaman; Ermenek; Yaylapazan) 

Reseda lrrtea L. - Eaek gerdebeni, Gerdeme (S Karaman; Karaman - Mut, P~narbag~ 
var. lrrtea village) 

Rltrcs coriaria L. - Sumak (N Karaman; uFkuyu village, TV station) 

Rosa carzina L. - Itburnu, Itgiilii, Kugbumu (E Karaman; Ayranc~; Kiraman village) 

Rztbia tinctorzmz L. - c o p  boyas~, Kokboya, Boyapiir- (S Karaman; Bagyayla; 
Kirazliyayla location) 

Rrrrtzex crispris L. - Labada, Tlabada (SE Karaman; Guldere village) 

R. sczrtat~rs L. - Ekgikulak (S Karaman; Sanveliler-Tagkent) 



Salix alba L. - Sogut (C Kararnan; Cigdemli village) 

Salvia auclzeri Bentham - Dag gay1 (S Karaman; Ermenek; Pamuklu village) 
var. calzescelzs Boiss. & Heldr. 

S. sclarea L. - Hurtmek (SE Karaman; Giildere village) 

Sangzrisorba nzinor Scop. - Kara go~iindurme, Morgogundurme, Bostangiizeli 
subsp. nzrcricata (Spach) Briq. (SE Karaman; Gulkaya village, Karaman - Mut, 

Tarlaoren village, C Karaman; Hakk~ Teke Forest) 

Satureja c~rlseifolia Ten. - Kekik, Dag kekigi, Boncuklu Fay (S Karaman; Dumlugoze 
village, SW Karaman; Narlidere village) 

Scononera laciniata L. - Teke sakall (Ayranc~; Bugday11 village) 
subsp. laciniata 

Scropltularia scopolii Woppe ex Pen.) - El kopurten, Kopurcek (SE Karaman; Giildere 
village) var. scopolii 

Sideritis argrrta Boiss. & Heldr. - Dag gayi (S Kararnan; Daran village, Dumlugoze village) 

S. bilgerana P. H. Davis - Dag gay1 (SE Karaman; Kiraman village, Morcali village) 

S. condelzsata Boiss. & Heldr. - Dag gay1 (S Karaman; Dumlugoze village) 

S. congesta P. H. Davis & Hub. -Mor. - Dag gay1 (S Karaman; Baayayla, Kirazli yayla 
village) 

S. kispida P. H. Davis - Dag p y i ,  Hava otu (S Karaman; Goktepe village, C Karaman; 
Cukur village, Narlidere village, Adakoy, N Karaman; TV. Station) 

S. libarzotica Labill. - Dag qayi (E Karaman; Ayrancl; Berendi - Yaglidere location ) 
, subsp linearis (Bentham) Bornm. 

S. libanotica Labill. - Dag gay1 (S Karaman; Karaman - Ermenek, Yellibel Pass) 
subsp. violasce~zs (P. H. Davis) P. H. Davis 

Silelze lolzgipetala Vent. - Ball1 supurge, AMavaak (NW Karaman; Kalekoy) 

S. vulgaiis (Moench) Garcke - Kiviakan (S Karaman; Sar~veliler; Dumlugoze village) 
var. vrclgaris 

Solarzuin ~zigrrnn L. - Kara goyundume, Kara goj7jundurme (S Karaman; Bapyayla; 
subsp. lzigrriltz Merkez) 

Staclzys iavalzdrclifolia Vahl - Tilki kuyrugu (SW Karaman; Catak village, N Karaman; 
var. lavandrrlifolia TV. station) 

Stellaria media (L.) VilI. - Gunde giizel (S Karaman; Sar~veliler; Dumlugoze village) 
subsp. lrredia 

Telephircln iitzperati L. - K~rkbag gogiindiirme (S Karaman; Ermenek; Evsin village, N 
subsp. orientale (Boiss.) Nyman Karaman; Ugkuyu, Merkez, lhsaniye 

village) 



Terfesia sp. - Domalan, Dolaman (N Karaman; Karacaoren village) 

Tezrcrizmz chalnaedrys L. - Kinin otu (C Karaman; Adakoy, S Karaman; Sanveliler; 
subsp. clra~~zaedrys Dumlugoze village, Kararnan - Ermenek, Yellibel Pass) 

T. poliriln L. - Yavgan, Par yavganl, Anam babam kokusu, ACI yavgan, Per yavganl, 
Koyun otu, 0ii;ul otu, Oglan otu (E Karaman; Ayranc~; Berendi - YaElrdere, N Karaman; 
Madengehri, W Karaman; Kazrmkarabekir; Ozyurt, S Karaman; Pamuklu, Goktepe, 
Tepebagr, K~z~lyaka,  Bozkondak, S Karaman; Bagyayla; Kirazhyayla) 

Tltynzbra spicata L. - Kekik (S Karaman; Sanveliler; Dumlugoze village, Ugurlu village, 
var. spicata C Karaman; Adakoy) 

T ~ Z ~ I I Z Z L S  cilicicz~s Boiss. & Bal. - Kekik (S Karaman; Goktepe village, Dumlugoze - 
Cukurbaii;) 

Tragopogon latifolius Boiss. - Yemlik (SW Karaman; Cukurbag village) 
var. a?zgz~stifolizts Boiss. 

T~ibzrlzcs terrest~is L. - Demir brtlrak, Buturak, Coban sokerten, Prtlrak otu (W 
Kararnan; Kazrmkarabekir; Akarkoy, SW Karaman; Ciftlik village) 

Trrlipa arnzelza Boiss.- Lale (S Karaman; Karaman - Ermenek, Yellibel Pass) 
var. lycica (Baker) Marais 

Urtica dioica L. - Islrgan, Istrrgan, Islrga, Iskrrdan (N Karaman; Madengehri) 

U. zirens L. - Islrgan (S Karaman; Karaman - Mut, Plnarbag~ village) 

Visczrln albzrln L. - Govelek, Gebelek, Gobelek, Gogelek (S Karaman; Karaman - Mut, 
Kozlubucak village, N Karaman; Uskuyu village) 

Vite-r aglzus - castzrs L. - Hay~t  (SW Karaman; Ciftlik village) 
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