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Dorothy Heathcote ile Ilgili Biyografik Ayrintilar

Zeki Ozen!

Dorothy Heathcote, 29 Agustos 1926 yilinda Bat1 Yorkshire’da Steeton kdyiinde Dorothy
Shutt ismi ile diinyaya gelmistir. U¢ yasindan alt1 yasina kadar annesinin ailesi ve ailenin sekiz
geng cocugu ile beraber yasamistir. Dul bir kadin olan annesi Steeton’un yakinlarinda sehirde
calismaya gitmis ve bu siireden kisa bir siire sonra dayilarindan birisi yine ¢alismak i¢in evi
terk etmistir. Cocukluk doneminde belirsiz anilara sahip olan Dorothy Heathcote bu yetiskin
ailedeki tek ¢ocuk olarak kabul gordiigiinii ve sevildigini ama hi¢bir zaman bebek gibi muamele
gormedigini dile getirir (Hesten,1993).

Kiiciik yaglardan itibaren kendisi gibi olmak i¢in ¢ok ugras vermistir. “Bir bicimde dikkate
deger bir kisiydim, yasamim boyunca birine aykirt diismemeyi istedigimi sanmiyorum”
tiimceleri ile degisik olma konusundaki titizligini géze carpar bir bi¢imde dile getirmistir.
Cocukluk yillarinda kendisine liderlik eden, toplumsal ve ahlaki vicdana sahip olan bir kadin
rehberden, Dorothy Clough’tan etkilenmistir. Cocukluguna iliskin bu imgeyi Heathcote :

“Dorothy Clough yerden tavana kadar bir kitapliga sahipti, Bazi popiiler
kitaplar, gercek kirmizi bir deri ile baglanmis ve kalin sayfalar: olan klasiklerin
tiim serileri, hala ellerimde hissedebiliyorum... Nasil bir sanat¢iliktir bilirsiniz...
ellerimin dokundugu herseyi okudum. Kitapligi kullanmak i¢in sonsuz ozgiirliige
sahiptim ve hi¢ kimse onlar: geri getirip getirmedigimi kontrol etmiyordu “

tiimceleri ile ifade eder (Hesten, 1993).

1 Ars. Gor. Bil.Uzm. Ankara Universitesi, Egitim Bilimleri Fakiiltesi, zozen@ankara.edu.tr
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Dorothy Heathcote, kendi {ilkesinde uygulanan ve 11+ adi verilen ilkogretimden ikinci
kademeye ge¢is smavin1 gegememistir. Bu nedenden dolay1 kdy okulunda egitim gérmeye
devam etmek zorunda kalmistir. Akademik bir basarisizlikla itham edilmesine ragmen
Yorkshire Degirmenin’de donemin savas parasiitlerini dokuyanlardan biri olarak bir tiir
doniisiim yasamistir. Zorunlu olarak kendi kendini egiten birisi olarak bitmeyen enerjisi ve
farkli diisiinceleri ile karizmatik yapida biri olmustur.

1945 yilinda savasin sonlarina dogru 19 yaslarindayken Bradford’ta bulunan Esme Kilisesi
Tiyatro okuluna kabul edilmistir. Bu okulun masraflari Dorothy Heathcote’un annesinin
3 tezgahin sorumlulugunu almasi sartiyla, calismis oldugu imalathane sahibi tarafindan
karsilanmistir (Hesten, 1993).

Dorothy Heathcote kendisiyle yapilan goriismede bu yasantiyi,

“Annemin eklem agrilar: vardi. Bazen dokumacilar giin boyunca oturmaziar ve
bu durum bende miithig bir su¢luluk duygusu yaratiyordu. Emekli olmasi gerekliyken
o ti¢ tane tezgahtan sorumlu olarak parasiit dokumaya devam ediyordu. Hem savasg
bitmemisti hem de bu isler yapiimak zorundaydi”

sozciikleri ile belirtmektedir.

Annesi ve annesinin ailesi ile kalabalik bir ev ortaminda yetisen Dorothy Heathcote
cocuklugunu calkantili bir bigimde yasamistir. Annesinin is degisiklikleri, dayilarinin is bulma
cabalar1 ve anneannesinin ona baktig1 zamanlar ¢cocukluk doneminin 6énemli ayrintilar1 arasinda
yer almistir (Hesten,1993). Heathcote bu yasam okulunu ve yasaminin tiyatro ile olan iligkisini:

“...Koyde iken yash insanlar tarafindan egitilmistim, biiytikannem, teyzelerim,
annem hep konusuyorlardi béylece egitildim Ayni zamanda tiyatroda’da ¢ok
basarili insanlar tarafindan 3 yil boyunca egitim aldim. Onlardan bir kadin,
okullarla ¢ok ilgileniyordu ve bana ‘Sen ogreteceksin’dedi ben ise ogretmeyecegimi
imalathane’ye gidip dokumaciliga devam edecegimi séylemistim. Bana tekrar
‘Sen Ogreteceksin’ dedi. Ogretmeye gitmemeye kararliydim ancak tiyatro okulu
ogretmenlerle bir ¢alisma yapti ve ben de dgretmenlerle ¢alismaya ilgi duymaya
basladim. O gece bircok 6gretmen simfa geldi. Bircogu Ingilizce éretmeniydi
ve tiyatroyu okullarinda istiyorlardi. Béylece bir¢cok dgretmenle tanismis oldum
ve okullarin neye benzedigini gormek ic¢in onlarla beraber okullarina gittim.
Hatirlayin ki ben bir koy okulundaydim bu gittigim okullar ise ¢ok biiyiik okullardh.
Bu nedenle hi¢bir zaman drama ogretmeninin égrettigi yolla 6gretmedim.”

19 yasindan 21 yasina kadar Bradford’ta bulunan “The Northern Theatre School” ‘da
Ogrenciligini siirdiiren Dorothy Heathcote bu siire igerisinde, modern dansin 6nde gelen
insanlarindan ve “Modern Educational Dance* (Modern Egitimsel Dans)’ in yazar1 ‘Rudolph
Laban’ ile tanigsmistir (Hesten, 1993).

28 yasinda iken Newcastle Upon Tyne Universitesinde drama egitimi alaninda asistan
olmustur. O donem Dorothy Heathcote yasamiyla ilgili 6nemli bir karar vermek durumunda
kalmis ve Durham Universitesi’nden ayrilarak yeni agilan Newcastle Universitesi’nde gorev
yapmaya baslamistir. Kendisinin ayrilmasi ile olusan boslugu ise uzun yillar beraber ¢alisacagi
meslektast Gavin Bolton doldurmustur. Heathcote, kendisiyle yapilan goriismede o donemi
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anlatirken:

“Ben Durham Universitesi 'ne atanmistim. Universitenin Newcastle boliimii cok
biiyiiktii ve Durham Universitesi nden ayrilmasina karar verdiler. Bana da Durham
Universitesi’'nde mi kalmak istiyorsun yoksa yeni acilacak olan iiniversiteye mi
gecmek istiyorsun diye sordular. Beraber ¢alistigim profesor nereye giderse bende
oraya giderim diye yanit verdim. Ciinkii bana gore insanlar binalardan daha
degerlidir. ... Profesoriimle beraber gittim. Daha sonra da ilkogretim okullarina
gitmeye basladim ¢iinkii ‘Frobel’kursuna atanmistim ve Frobel kursu ilkogretimdeki
cocuklarin gelisiminde sanati temel aliyordu. Miizik, Drama, Resim, Dans bir biitiin
olarak ¢ok onemli bir bi¢imde dikkate alindilar. Béylece, tiniversitedeki ilk dersimi
yaklagsik 40 okul miidiiriine vermis oldum.

Sunu diigiinsene 24 yasindayim daha once hi¢ ama hi¢ ders vermemisim,
ogretmenlik hakkinda bir sey bilmiyorum, bir profesor tarafindan tiniversiteye
atanmigim ve miidiirlerle ¢alisiyorum. Bu miidiirler her defasinda benim okuluma
gel ve bu anlattiklarini isleyise dok demeyi siirdiirdiiler. Elbette ben de ancak o
donemki yasam sartlarimla okullara gidebiliyordum. Bir ¢ok okula gittim, bir ¢ok
sinifla calistim. Ardindan yeni Durham Universitesi, ben Newcastle a gittigim icin
benim yerime yeni birini istihdam etmek istedi. llan verildi ve Gavin Bolton oraya
atandi.” ifadelerini dile getirmistir.

Egitim yasamina tiniversitede devam eden Heathcote, daha sonra birgok farkl: iilkede drama
caligsmalar yiiritmiis bir¢ok farkli yas grubu ile ¢calismalarda bulunmus ve kendi yaklagimlarini
gelistirmistir.

1956 yilinda Raymond Heathcote ile evlenen Dorothy Heathcote, 1966 yilinda 39 yasinda
iken kiz1 Marianne’ yi diinyaya getirmistir. Dorothy Heathcote’un kizini1 diinyaya getirmesi,
ogretmenlik kariyeri boyunca kendi yontembilimine taze anlayiglar getirmesine olanak
saglamistir. Heathcote kizi Marianne ve kizinmn ailesiyle beraber Ingiltere’de Derby’de
yasamaktaydi.

Kaynaklar

Hesten, S. (1993). The Dorothy Heathcote Archive. (Doktora tezi). Manchester Metropolitan
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Ozen, Z. (2011). Dorothy Heathcote’un Yaratici Drama Yaklagimlari. Yayimlanmamis Yiiksek
Lisans Tezi, Ankara Universitesi Egitim Bilimleri Enstitiisii, Ankara.

YARATICI DRAMA DERGISI



12

SUMMER/WINTER 2010, VOLUME 5, ISSUE 9-10



Creative Drama Journal
2010, Volume 5, Issue 9-10 13

Curriculum Vitae for Dorothy Heathcote

Date of birth:
29 August 1926 -

E-mail:

mariannekevin@yahoo.co.uk

Education and early work:
State education at Steeton Council School, Yorkshire, UK, until age 14 (1940).
1940-1945. Weaver in woollen mill.

Training and early career:
1945.0btained scholarship to Northern Theatre School, Bradford, Yorkshire, UK.
1945-1948.Studied dance with Rudolph Laban and theatre with Esmé Church.

1948.Received LRAM (Licentiate of the Royal Academy of Music and Dramatic Art)
teaching qualification. Made member of staff at end of course, covering part-time classes
for local teachers and business people. Also worked freelance employed by local education
authorities.

University career:

In September 1950, appointed to the University of Durham as full-time lecturer in Drama in
Education (Newcastle upon Tyne site).

Worked with experienced serving teachers introducing innovative techniques for using
Drama as a basis for curriculum education related with Froebel theories of education.

Awarded Honorary Master of Arts Dunelm (University of Durham).

Transferred, by invitation, to the newly chartered University of Newcastle upon Tyne as
full-time lecturer in Drama in Education, continuing to develop the Froebel arts courses with
head-teachers and teachers of primary schools in the North-East of England.

Taught full-time and part-time Advanced Diploma courses for experienced teachers who
were studying to obtain the Advanced Diploma in Primary Education. This also included
travelling to schools all over the UK, supervising teachers on this course.

Launched the first Master of Education course in ‘Drama as Education’, which attracted
many teachers from overseas in addition to UK teachers. Teachers were seconded by their
governments to attend the course for a year.
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During these years, invited to teach in many countries throughout the world.

In 1965, appointed Senior Lecturer in the School of Education, University of Newcastle
upon Tyne.

Developed three specific innovative systems of work, which are recognised internationally:

1. Mantle of the Expert, involving primary school children and the whole curriculum.
Mantle of the Expert is now established as a system which involves developing changes in
teacher education. OFSTED are currently examining this system.

2. Rolling role, involving teachers in secondary education working in teams.

3. Commission models, involving relationships of schools with business, museums and
industry.

In 1986, retired from full-time lecturing at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne.

From 1986 to present date. Worked on numerous education projects with advisers, universities
and teachers.

Work since retirement from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne in 1986:

Taught on various masters in Education courses in the Universities of: Central England,
Dublin, London and Derby.

Regularly taught master classes at Birmingham Repertory Theatre related with theatre
productions and literary texts, such as: The Crucible, Dracula, The Doll’s House, Kensuky’s
Kingdom, and To Kill a Mocking Bird.

Taught master classes at Highbury Theatre, Birmingham, training actors to interpret text in
teams.

Was invited to work with Volkswagen car manufacturers in Wolfsburg, Germany. Provided
innovative training for management teams.

Taught British Gas managers to work with apprentices whose work brought them into contact
with householders and businesses.

Worked with the new National Health Service Hospital in Hexham, Northumberland, on an
educational project designing the new garden. This involved working with high school students
and hospital staff.

Ongoing work in schools related with the Creative Partnership Organisation for the UK and
Red Earth Theatre, using Mantle of the Expert system, involving drama methods applied as
context for the whole school curriculum.

Regular contribution to conferences throughout retirement, including NATD (National
Association of Teachers of Drama) and ND (National Drama).

Current work includes working with the training of nurses and doctors, the police in
community situations, business management course and teacher education. Work currently in
process for Creative Partnerships includes devising a model of working at the site of the Roman
British Housesteads Fort in Northumberland, in partnership with the National Trust, English
Heritage, the Northumberland Tourist Board and high school students.
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Overseas teaching:
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Worked, by invitation in a number of countries overseas, each for a period of up to six
weeks. The teaching involved work with pupils and teachers in their classrooms, observed by
teachers and lecturers from colleges and universities in the locality, all of whom were engaged
in teacher training.

Date
Various
1962
1962
1965
1970

1972 - 1981

1973

1973 - 1977
1973 - 1980

1973 - 1980

1975
1978
1983 - 1984
1984
1986

Place

Dublin, Ireland.

Bombay, Madras, Bangalore,
Aden and The Yemen.
Warsaw, Poland.

Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Copenhagen, Denmark.

Stockholm, Geteborg, Sweden.
Bergen, Oslo, Norway.

Helsinki, Finland.
Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch, New Zealand.

Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney,
Perth, Australia.

Hobart, Tasmania, Australia.
Victoria, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec,
Manitoba, New Brunswick,
Canada.

New York State, New York
University, Washington DC,
Washington State, Minnesota,
Florida, North Carolina, Hawaii,
Idaho,Kansas, Illinois, Georgia,
Kentucky, California, USA.
Nairobi and Mombassa, Kenya.
Hong Kong.

Haifa, Tel Aviv, Israel.

Limasol, Larnaca, Cyprus.

Cape Town, Johannesburg,
Pretoria, South Africa.

Sponsored or invited by

University of Dublin.

The British Council. India.

The British Council.

The National Theatre.

A company of professional actors
working in schools.

University of Copenhagen Teacher
Education.

Universities of Stockholm and Geteborg.
University of Bergen and Hogskules,
Bergen and Oslo.

College of Teacher Education.

The Ministry of Education, teacher
training institutions, Hospitals for people
with special

needs.

Drama in Education Association

and school districts.

Tasmania Teachers College.

Various universities.

Various universities, colleges and school
districts.

The British Council.

British Army Schools.

Kibbutzim and British Council.

British Council.

The South African National Drama
Association. (All South African work was
with mixed groups.)

CREATIVE DRAMA JOURNAL
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1988 Germany Volkswagen Car Works. Courses with
senior management for innovative
thinking related with production teams.

2006 USA Universities of North Carolina and New
YorkWashington: American Alliance for
Theatre & Education International Drama
Conference

2007 USA Universities of Ohio and New York.

2008 Athens, Greece Hellenic Theatre/Drama & Education
Network, International Drama Conference

Tromso, Norway International Drama Conference

Spetses, Greece Hellenic Theatre/Drama & Education
Network Summer School

Netherlands Drama Network of Teachers

Turkey Cagdas Drama Dernegi Conference,
Ankara, Turkey

Video link conference Ontario Dance & Drama Educators,
Canada.

2009 Dublin, Ireland Trinity College, Dublin.

Budapest, Hungary KAVA Theatre & Drama for Education.

Victoria, Canada University of Victoria, BC, Canada.

Video link conference University of Hamilton, New Zealand.
Conferences:

Throughout her teaching career, and since retirement, Heathcote has been in demand to attend
and give keynote speeches and master classes at conferences in the UK and many countries. Her
philosophy is to say ‘yes’ if possible, but only if she has something new to say based upon her
own trialling of ideas and continuing thinking about schooling and the purpose(s) of education
with implications for teacher education in the changing and ever evolving society needs, in a
global world. She is always open to meeting and helping those in the teaching profession who
are writing their own books and theses. She considers it to be an honour to be invited to enter
into discourse by those, like herself, who are engaged in improving the ways and means of
creating meaningful learning establishments.

Publications:
*  ”Drama for Learning”, Heathcote and Bolton, Heinemann USA, 1994.
*  “So you want to use role play?”, Heathcote and Bolton, Trentham Books, UK, 1999.

*  “Dorothy Heathcote: Collected writings on education and drama”, edited by Cecily
O-Neill and Liz Johnson, Hutchinson, 1984.

*  “OfThese Seeds Becoming”, a chapter by Dorothy Heathcote in Educational Drama for
Today’s Schools, edited by R. Baird Schuman, The Scarecrow Press, 1978.
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*  “Bolton at the Barbican” - an analysis of Gavin Bolton’s work - by Dorothy Heathcote,
published by SCYPT (Society for Children and Young Peoples’ Theatre).

*  “Heathcote at the National” - an analysis of Dorothy Heathcote’s work - by Tony Goode,
published by NATD (National Association of Teachers of Drama), 1982.

*  Many other articles written by Dorothy Heathcote published in SCYPT.

* Article in “Teaching Thinking”, winter 2005, issue 18, focuses on Heathcote’s recent
work in a primary school, based on “The Crane”.

*  Many interviews with Dorothy Heathcote, articles, speeches and transcripts of her work,
plus articles about Dorothy, have been published in drama and education journals throughout
the world. She has also written manuals for students.

»  For further references of publications by and about Dorothy Heathcote, see “Dorothy
Heathcote: Drama as a Learning Medium”, Revised Edition published by Calendar Island
Publishers, 1999, Betty Jane Wagner, bibliography pages 243-256.

Publications about Dorothy Heathcote:

*  “Dorothy Heathcote: Drama as a Learning Medium”, by Betty Jane Wagner. First edition
published by National Education Association of the United States, 1976 and published in Great
Britain by Hutchinson, 1979. Revised Edition published by Calendar Island Publishers, 1999.

*  “Dorothy Heathcote’s Story: biography of a remarkable drama teacher”, by Gavin
Bolton, Trentham books, 2003.

*  “The Drama of History”, by John Fines and Raymond Verrier, published by New
University Education, 1974.

*  “The Work of Dorothy Heathcote”, by Fines and Verrier in the magazine “Young
Drama”, February 1976, Volume 4 number 1.

+ “Distancing at Close Range”, Stig A. Eriksson, an analysis of the common ground
between Heathcote, Brecht and Ben Chaim, 2009.

Film, video tapes and television:
The Universities of Newcastle upon Tyne and Central England:

*  The University of Newcastle upon Tyne, England, holds a large range of teaching video
and DVD tapes showing Heathcote working with pupils in schools and hospitals and with
children and adults with special needs. Copies of these are also available for viewing in the
Heathcote archive at Manchester Metropolitan University, England.

*  “Pieces of Dorothy” a biographical documentary about Dorothy Heathcote, University
of Newcastle upon Tyne, 1993.

*  “So Dorothy Heathcote”, a biography about Dorothy’s childhood, university career and
using role in teaching, University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 2002.

CREATIVE DRAMA JOURNAL
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*  The University of Central England holds an archive of teaching tapes made in schools
with the master course classes.

The BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation):

e “Three Looms Waiting”, The Omnibus Series, about Dorothy Heathcote, won the Blue
Ribbon Prize of the Educational Film Library Association.

*  “Death of a President”, which involved Heathcote working with men in a reformatory
institution.

*  “Improvisation”, a programme series for schools, in which Heathcote worked with
primary and secondary aged pupils.

*  “Albert”, in which Heathcote used a teacher in role as a derelict, with autistic pupils.

*  “SeedsofaNew Life”, showing Heathcote’s work in a hospital school for brain-damaged
children.

*  “Heroes” — an interview with Heathcote as one of a series based upon interviews with

accepted expert professionals.

»  The teaching series “Teacher”, about Heathcote’s work. As a result of this series, the
British Gas management commissioned Heathcote to provide middle management trainers with
a programme suitable to train gas fitter apprentices when fitting appliances in homes, caring
establishments and businesses.

*  Programmes for the Open University, showing Heathcote’s work with pupils aged 5, 9
and 14, revealing their attitudes to lying, stealing and dissembling.

Other:

*  Many video tapes of Heathcote’s work housed in American and Canadian Universities:
Wake Forest and Wilmington, North Carolina; Northwestern, Evanston, Illinois; Moscow,
Idaho; Victoria, Canada; Los Angeles, California; Hawaii, New York.

¢ A series of Heathcote’s work made in connection with the Ph.D. studies of an American
Sister of Mercy in Kansas: "Making Magic”, “Making History” and “Making Progress”.

*  Video tapes of Heathcote’s teaching held in New Zealand by the NZA (New Zealand
and Australian Drama in Education Association) including Maori students and immigrants.

*  Video tapes made of Heathcote’s work in South Africa with white, black and mixed race
high school students and teachers.

* Video tapes made with Drama Associations and other Educational establishments
throughout the world.
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Awards and Honorary Degrees:

1958. Awarded Honorary Master of Arts Dunelm for teaching excellence, from the University
of Durham, England.

1972. The Blue Ribbon award for the BBC film biography of Dorothy Heathcote - ‘Three
Looms Waiting” — awarded by the Educational Film Library Association of America.

2001. The Campton Bell Lifetime Achievement Award given to Dorothy Heathcote. This
award is given to artists and educators serving young people. Awarded by the American Alliance
for Theatre and Education.

2005. Honorary Doctor of Letters (DLitt) awarded by the University of Newcastle upon
Tyne, England.

2005. International Citation of Merit awarded to Dorothy Heathcote by ISPA (International
Society for the Performing Arts) at the XIX international congress.

2007. Honorary Doctor of Education awarded by the University of Derby, England.
2008. Lifetime Achievement Award from Cagdas Drama Dernegi, Ankara, Turkey.

Dorothy Heathcote’s International Citation of Merit address:

Dorothy Heathcote has been described as one of the greatest teachers of this century. In spite
of being labelled an early academic failure, she was to metamorphose from “Yorkshire mill-girl

2 9

weaving war-time parachutes...to internationally renowned ‘guru’.

In an extraordinary career, she changed the way many teachers thought about both drama
and the school curriculum. Essentially self-taught, Dorothy Heathcote was a practitioner and
disseminator of a unique methodology based on the use of drama as a tool to stimulate holistic
learning. Drama, when used in this way, invokes an educational process akin to a continual
journey, in that learning is never completed and is always just beginning. The relevance of her
methods has found a continued resonance in a wide spectrum of applications at all levels from
the primary classroom to the management boardroom.

During her time as a lecturer at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne (1950-86) Dorothy
Heathcote supervised many students undertaking research in drama education up to Ph.D.
level, inspiring two generations of teachers and educationalists. At the same time she undertook
extensive lecture tours working as both teacher and consultant all over the world.

Dorothy Heathcote’s work attracted much media interest, culminating in a number of
distinguished radio and television documentaries, and these have underpinned her reputation
as an educationalist of world-wide significance. Her work in the field of drama education has
been influential internationally and the network of those who have worked and studied with her
extends into fields far beyond education.

CREATIVE DRAMA JOURNAL
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The Heathcote Archive:

1986. Archive initially given by Heathcote, on request, to the Theatre Department of the
University of Lancaster, England.

1990. Archive transferred, by request, to the Department of Teacher Education, Manchester
Metropolitan University, England.

The archive is still being incremented, as Heathcote continues to provide teaching materials,
children’s work and written papers, it is regularly consulted via the Internet by teachers and
educators from the UK and around the world.

The archive contains a large library of Heathcote’s collection of books, teaching notes, plans
and papers written for individual students. It also includes work for advanced diplomas, masters
and doctorate degrees written by Heathcote’s students.

To be added to the archive: a library of books written for children, current publications on
theatre, philosophy and literature.

As many of Heathcote’s students are working and writing, there is a growing collection of
their work based in Heathcote’s methods later to be included in the archive, such as “A Country
School History 1890-1901” and a Ph.D. on Shakespeare’s sources and analysis of his plays.
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