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Language is one of the most important tools that help obtain information about all areas of 
life and provide communication among individuals. Language is imperative elements that 
shape knowledge, feelings and thoughts and lead individuals to wisdom. It is not possible 
for people to pursue scientific activities without language. Because language is a significant 
tool that pass down the scientific heritage from previous generations to the next generations. 
In addition, time, scientific and cultural reality necessitate the need for language. Therefore, 
research on language education and the most effective and efficient ways of language 
acquisition gains great importance. This research discusses language acquisition and 
language teaching and addresses the difference between these two phenomena. This study 
also delves into the most important theories of language acquisition and the views of 
language philosophers, who have conducted researches in the relevant field. Six theories on 
language acquisition, namely nativist, environmentalist, behaviorist, interactionist, 
structuralism and cognitive linguistics, shine through in the literature in this regard. These 
theories revolve around different concepts such as inherent skills, environment, imitation 
and repetition, interaction of internal and external factors, cognitive experiences, linguistic 
competence and realization of potential in language acquisition. In this study, comparisons 
have been made among language acquisition theories and their basics on which concepts 
they rely. 
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Extended Abstract 

Language acquisition is a natural process that occurs spontaneously and is not the product of a conscious 
and purposeful effort. The language learned without any effort, especially the mother tongue, is the natural result 
of the language acquisition process. Children's learning of their mother tongue is the best example of language 
acquisition. 

This research touches on the phenomenon of language acquisition and language teaching and the difference 
between these two phenomena. The main differences between language acquisition and language learning can be 
summarized as follows: 

1- Language acquisition is a stage that takes place before language learning. 

2- Language acquisition occurs unwittingly and spontaneously, while language learning requires 
consciousness, understanding, comprehension and effort. 

3- Language acquisition does not require pre-preparation and program, while language learning takes place 
as the product of a planned and programmed effort. 

4- While the language acquired through language acquisition is accepted as the basic/original language, the 
language learned through language learning, the second, third, etc. language is accepted. 

5-Language acquisition refers to an undesigned process, while language learning refers to a process 
designed. 

This study also addresses the most important theories of language acquisition and the opinions of linguistic 
philosophers who have research in the field of language acquisition. It is seen that six theories stand out in language 
acquisition: innateness, environmental, behavioral, interactive, structuralist and cognitive theory. In this study, 
comparisons were made between the theories of language acquisition and the basic concepts on which they are 
based. 

The theories discussed in this research are mostly focused on the first language or mother tongue 
acquisition. It is inconceivable that these views are completely independent of the acquisition of a second language. 
Accordingly, we believe that the theories of language acquisition mentioned in the research can also be used in 
foreign language education. In the creation of learning models in foreign language education, we think that using 
the assumptions of language acquisition theories can contribute positively to the quality of education.  

The mainstay of the theory of innateness from the theories of language acquisition is the idea that each 
individual has the ability to acquire language from birth. According to this theory, the most important aspect of 
language acquisition is the ability of the individual to acquire/learn the language he/she was born with. The impact 
of the environment is very limited. In contrast, the element that environmental theory centers on language 
acquisition is the environmental factor. According to environmental theory, the environment is the element that 
shapes the nature of the individual's language acquisition. It is seen that the theory of congenitality almost ignores 
environmental factors and does not match the existing findings and results. So much so that the theory of innateness 
cannot explain why individuals who grow up in different sociocultural circles have different language acquisition 
qualities. The children of educated and reading parents and parents with low levels of education and who do not 
have the habit of reading books may have different language acquisition qualities. In fact, this difference is 
manifested in the vocabulary. Environmental theory, on the other hand, cannot explain why two brothers who grew 
up in the same family environment have different language acquisition qualities. In both theories, it is seen that 
the interests and orientations of individuals are ignored. 

Behavioral theory, which tries to explain language acquisition with imitation and repetition concepts, is far 
from the concept of innateness, which states that language acquisition is realized by innate abilities. The fact that 
the imitation action naturally requires an environment indicates that there is a common or similar aspect between 
behavioral theory and environmental theory. We believe that behavioral theory's treatment of language acquisition 
as a purely physiological phenomenon, ignoring the guiding element in language acquisition, cannot contribute 
much to the creation of effective learning models in foreign language teaching. 
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It can be said that interactive theory approaches the subject more comprehensively than the previous three 

theories. Because language acquisition in interactive theory can be explained by the combination of innate abilities 
and environmental factors. What we think is lacking in this theory is that this theory sees language as a kind of 
tool for social relations. However, there are deeper and more complex dimensions of language than fulfilling the 
task of carrying out social relations. 

Structuralist theory opposes this thesis of behavioral theory, which suggests that language acquisition 
occurs through imitation and repetition. On the contrary, it suggests that language acquisition occurs through 
individual and intrinsic experiences. At first glance, it can be considered that both theories center on the individual 
in the acquisition of languages. However, the phenomenon of imitation and repetition suggested by behavioral 
theory can also occur without cognitive actions that distinguish man from other living things. Language acquisition 
has a more complex structure than the act of climbing a tree and plucking apples. Therefore, it is a process that is 
too wide to narrow the boundaries with the concepts of imitation and repetition. Towards the end of the 20th 
century, we think that structuralist theory is more effective in foreign language teaching than behavioral theory, 
given that behavioral theory in education is not widely accepted and instead student-centered education is adopted. 

Cognitive theory, just like the theory of congenitality, reduces the ability of the individual to acquire 
languages from birth; however, what distinguishes this theory from the theory of innateness is that it distinguishes 
between linguistic proficiency and the use of language. According to cognitive theory, each individual has the 
ability to potentially acquire languages, but this potential does not come to life in the same way in everyone. On 
the other hand, the claim that cognitive theory has an active role in language acquisition reflects the similar point 
between this theory and structuralist theory. One of the highlights of cognitive theory is that the environment has 
no significant impact on language acquisition. In this respect, cognitive theory is completely separated from 
environmental theory.  
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