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SAHIFETU ALI B. EBU TALHA’'DA ISRAILIYAT’A DAIR
RiVAYETLER UZERINE

Huseyin MUSTAFA* Harun ABACI™

Oz

Sahifetii Ali b. Ebl Talha Kur’dn-1 Kerim’in tefsiri konusunda bize ulasan en eski
kaynaklar arasinda sayilir. Sahife, ilk donem miifessirler icin biiyiik bir 6neme sahiptir.
Bu eser, Kur’an tefsiri konusunda erken donemin bir numiinesini ortaya koymaktadir.
Ahmed b. Hanbel Ali b. Ebii Talha’nin bu tefsir sahifesi hakkinda, “Misir'da tefsire dair
bir sahife vardir. Bu sahifeyi Ali b. EbG Talha rivayet etmistir. Bir kimse bu sahife i¢in
Misir’a seyahat etse ¢ok sey elde etmis olur” demistir. Bu Sahife, icerdigi tefsir ve
ulimul-Kur’an bilgileri agisindan incelenmesi gereken bir eserdir. Bu Sahife’de ele
alinan konulardan IsrailiyAt meselesi de uliimul-Kur’an konulardan biridir. israiliyat'a
dair rivayetlerin tefsir kitaplarinda az veya ¢ok bulundugu bilinen bir durumdur. Bu
calismada Sahifetii Ali b. Ebi Talha'daki IsrailiyAta dair rivayetlerin varligi, bu
rivayetlerin ayetlerin izahinda nasil kullanildig1 ortaya konulmaya ¢alisilacaktir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Tefsir, Sahife, Ali b. Eb{i Talha, isréiliyét, Rivayet.
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Comparative Study about Isra’iliyyat in Ali Ibn Abi Talha's Sahifa

Abstract

Ali Ibn Abi Talha's Sahifa (143 AH) is considered one of the oldest ones that reached us
in the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an. To the early interpreters, this Sahifa is of great
importance which gives a case of the interpretation of the Qur’an in its early stages. In
its description, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal said: "In Egypt there is a Sayhifa in interpreta-
tion of the holy Quran was narrated by Ali bin Abi Talha for it deserves to make a visit
to there". This Sahifa deserves studying for what contain in it with the interpretation
and science of the Qur’an. And one of the subjects of science of the Qur’an is the Israeli
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narrations, and clearly in the past and present these the Israeli narrations had
prominent present in the books of the interpreters with their difrence mention maybe
alot or less. Then, I wanted to illustrate these narrations studying in comparative study
with the rest of the interpreters and explain their roles in Interpretation of the verses
and appearing of the meaning.

Keywords: Tafsir, Sahifah, Ali Ibn Abu Talha, Israeli Narrations, Rivayah.

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

The Israelite narratives (Isra’iliyyat) are those tells and narratives which originating
from "children of Israel” and others as old nations, and maybe these narratives and tells
are concerned with the children of Israel and their prophets in particular or are
concerned with the other nations which were mentioned in Israel children’s books.
The one who are familiar with the earliest interpreters’ books and the late ones and
even who are contemporary as (lbn Ashour) he will find that their interpretations
contain in its pages Israelites narratives. and these narratives had more importance in
the interpretation of the verses and appearing their meanings, especially those which
related to the old stories and the tells.

The interpreters have varied in the amount of the citation of these narratives. Although
some of the interpreters are known for their criticism to the Israelite narratives and
denying them and rejected them as (Al-Razi), (Ibn Kathier) and others, we find that they
sometimes cited some of these Israelite narratives in their interpretation when they
needed to that, And this happen when the meaning of the verse is mysterious and it
could not be appeared only with these narratives either or when a term is unclear and,
in the language, there is no that clarify it or didn’t come true tell then, they cite Israelite’s
narratives to remove this mystery.

Voices and calls were raised for the need to removing the Israelite narratives from the
interpretations on the pretext that they are myths and lies and even some of them
considered that quality standard of some interpretations are the absence of mention
the Israelite narratives, and as knowing that the Israelite narratives are not all of them
lies, but they are three types.

The first one is when in our sharia come what approved it and agree with it and this is
acceptable and we believe in it and another type don’t agree with our sharia and this
we don’t believe in it and we never accept it and the third one is which in our sharia
didn't come what agree or disagree with it and this kind we never believe it or deny it
and its citation is acceptable.

This research is characterized by the study of the Israelite narratives are contained
within Ali bin Abi Talha's paper (interpretation) a practical study comparison with a
group of the interpretations, some of them is famous for its citation of Israelite
narratives a lot as Al-Tabari Tafsir (Interpretation) or others which challenged citation
of the Israelite narratives such as Al-Razi Tafsir (Interpretation).

In this research we will take up set of verses which Ali bin abi Talha when interpreted
them, he cited Israelite narratives and we will see how the other interpreters explained
these verses and if they cite the Israelis narratives to clarify the meaning or not.

This research discussed set of verses which told four stories as we will see later.

The first story is the answer of al-Samry to the question of (Mousa peace be up on him)
about the reason of temptation to the children of Israel and fascinating them by the calf,
a dialogue occured between (Mousa peace be up on him) and a man from the children
of Israel his name was al-Samry and because there is no texts from al-Kitab and al-
Sunna appear for us the details of the narrative, the interpreters differed in explaining
that on two opinion:

The first opinion relied on Israelites narratives, and he said that al-Samry saw Gabriel
in reality, and the second opinion: al-Samry did not see Gabriel and the intended
meaning is metaphorical meaning.

The second story: the temptation of the prophet of Allah Suliman (peace be up on him).
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The verse mentioned that an incident occurred to Suliman without mention any details
shows what happened with him, and according to that the talks of the commentators
differed.

In explaining the meaning of the temptation and the body among several meanings
which are the devil and the child and Suliman himself.

The third story: the story of a man who followed his passion and he didn’t do according
to his knowledge and then the devil possessed him. With knowing that the verses didn't
mention his name, his time or his place.

The interpreters differed in stating that and some of them said that he was a man from
the children of Israel and some of them said that the man was in the period of the
prophet Mohamad (peace be up on him) and others stopped in commenting this and
not prevailing anyone.

The fourth story: the children of Israel and entering the Holly land. These verses talked
about the children of Israel and their disorder to the prophet of Allah Moses (peace be
up on him) when he asked them to enter the holy land and they refused his ask with the
pretext that there are tyrannical strength people in the city.

The commentators in these verses take up many issues some of them the place of the
holy land and the description of the tyrannical strength people and the name of the two
men whom Allah blessed them.

in this research, we will see that Ali bin abi Talha cited the Israelite narratives either
because the meaning of the verses had abbreviation and they need more details as the
story of al-Samry with the children of Israel and the sedition of Suliman or because in
the verses mystery needed to clarify it and state it as the story of the holy land , the
name of the two men whom Allah blessed them and the man who escaped from the
verses of Allah, without these Israelite narratives the meaning of the verses remain
mystery and understood.

And also we will find that most of the commentators during their interpreting of the
verses which we studied them in our research they cited the Israelite narratives
whether the same narratives which Ali bin abi Talha cited them or another narratives,
And we will find that some of the commentators mentioned in their interpterions
meanings taken from the Israelite narratives without stating these narratives in their
interpterions such as Al-zamakhshary and Al-Alousy.

Keywords: Tafsir, Sahifah, Ali Ibn Abu Talha, Israeli Narrations, Rivayah.
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